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JOIN THE INTERNATIONAL FIGHT FOR COMMUNIST REVOLUTION

CHICAGO, November 25—At a solidarity 
event here to support of the thousands of refugee 
workers at the U.S.-Mexico border, Progressive La-
bor Party denounced the hypocrisy of the liberal 
wing of the ruling class. 

 Immigrant workers are met with vicious racist 
attacks while attempting to cross state borders. by 
the bosses’ border agents shut down ports of entry 
entirely and they fire tear gas canisters at children 
when the workers resist (see page 2 and 8).

As the crises of capitalism continue to inten-
sify, so too do opportunities to win more workers 
away from ideas of reforming the profit system and 
more towards the goal of destroying it. A multira-
cial group of communists brought the message of 
international communist revolution as the only 
real way to abolish the bosses’ racist borders and 
liberate the entire working class!

Communist speech shatters 

liberal illusions
The official title of the solidarity event was “Let 

Them All In,” and was organized through the coa-
lition efforts of various leftist and immigrant re-

form organizations. Inside the art gallery where the 
event kicked off, the varying political lines clashed 
to the point to where they lacked a coherent po-
litical message. Pacifist songs and poems collided 
with Latin nationalism and flag-waving collided 
with fake leftist politics.

As people began filing out of the art gallery to 
begin the march a nearby intersection, a PL’er took 
to the bullhorn and gave a communist speech that 
verbally tore apart liberal illusions about how to 
achieve justice for and with sisters and brothers.

“You can’t vote away ICE [Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement]! Workers already tried that. The 
liberal politicians campaigned on ‘abolishing ICE’ 
and then dropped it as soon as they got elected!”

Time and time again, capitalism and its govern-
ment have proven itself to be a failure for the work-
ing class. 

“If you’re really for the abolition of ICE, if you’re 
for the abolition of the police, if you’re for the aboli-
tion of this fascist state, then you better get ready for 
revolution!”

Haiti and France are currently demonstrating 
that collective worker fightback is a far more ad-

vanced idea than the bosses-approved strategy of 
voting (see page 4 and 8). 

Some participants present were visibly taken 
aback by the comrade’s speech; others got fired up 
and came up to take Party literature and join in on 
anti-racist, anti-capitalist chants The experience 
reinforced the importance of being bold as a Party 
and broadcasting our Party line to the masses. 

For every person who speaks out against revo-
lutionary internationalism, there is another person 
who may be drawn to a mass revolutionary com-
munist line as the only way to end this capitalist 
hell.

After the PL’er’s speech, we helped politi-
cally lead the march with international chants 
towards a plaza at a nearby intersection. We dis-
tributed over 100 copies of a Party leaflets attack-
ing anti-immigrant racism as well as dozens of  
CHALLENGES.

A hotbed for racist  
anti-immigrant attacks

The bosses’ racist anti-immigrant attacks in 
and around Chicago itself raise the potential for 
militant working-class fightback. Recently, we have 
witnessed a spike in raids, deportations, and abuse 
of immigrant children in the area:

In May of this year, a blitzkrieg of raids initi-
ated by ICE that lasted six days saw over 156 
arrests of immigrant workers in Chicago 
and surrounding Cook County. The major-
ity of those arrested came from Mexico and 
Central America, but those also included 
workers from countries such as Jamaica, the 
Philippines, Ecuador, and Jordan (Center 
for Immigration Studies, 5/29). 

The Gary-Chicago International Airport in 
nearby Indiana has become a major hub for de-
porting arrested immigrant workers from the re-
gion. Between 2013 and 2017, busloads of workers 
have arrived weekly, with over 12,000 having been 
deported from the site (Chicago Sun-Times, 7/6).

Heartland Alliance, a Chicago-based liberal 
philanthropy organization, have received con-
tracts from the federal government to operate over 
nine “shelters” in the area for immigrant children 
forcibly separated from their parents. There have 
been consistent allegations of abuse and neglect 
from the children at these sites, including forced 
medicating and sexual assault (ProPublica, 7/27).

Workers have in fact organized responses to 

Refugee Caravan

SMASH ALL BORDERS

Continued on page 3
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Editorial

OUR FIGHT 

 

PProgressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship of the 
capitalist class. We organize workers, soldiers 
and youth into a revolutionary movement for 
communism. 

PThe dictatorship of the working class — 
communism—can provide a lasting solution to 
the disaster that is today’s world for billions of 
people. This cannot be done through electoral 
politics, but requires a revolutionary movement 
and a mass Red Army led by PLP.

PWorldwide capitalism, in its relentless drive 
for profit, inevitably leads to war, fascism, 
poverty, disease, starvation and environmental 
destruction. The capitalist class, through its 
state power — governments, armies, police, 
schools and culture — maintains a dictator-
ship over the world’s workers. The capitalist 
dictatorship supports, and is supported by, the 
anti-working-class ideologies of racism, sexism, 
nationalism, individualism and religion.

PWhile the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism is the 
real failure for billions worldwide. Capitalism 
returned to Russia and China because socialism 
retained many aspects of the profit system, like 
wages and privileges. Russia and China did not 
establish communism.

PCommunism means working collectively 
to build a worker-run society. We will abol-
ish work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment,  
communism needs everyone to contribute and 
share in society’s benefits and burdens.

PCommunism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses racism to 
super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and indig-
enous workers, and to divide the entire working 
class.

PCommunism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women— sexism—and divisive 
gender roles created by the class society.

PCommunism means abolishing nations and 
nationalism. One international working class, 
one world, one Party.

PCommunism means that the minds of mil-
lions of workers must become free from reli-
gion’s false promises, unscientific thinking and 
poisonous ideology. Communism will triumph 
when the masses of workers can use the science 
of dialectical materialism to understand, ana-
lyze and change the world to meet their needs 
and aspirations.

PCommunism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions of 
workers — eventually everyone — must become 
communist organizers. Join Us!
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WHO WRITES  
FOR CHALLENGE?

CHALLENGE is for the working class, pro-
duced by the working class. The fact that CHAL-
LENGE/PLP articles are not signed grows from 
PLP’s criticism of the cult of the individual in the 
former socialist Soviet Union and China. We do 
not want to encourage the possibility of building 
up a “following” around any particular individ-
ual.

While an article may be written by one per-
son, the final version is based on collective dis-
cussion and criticism. Many times this collective 
discussion even precedes an individual’s writing 
of an article.
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On November 24, in the heart of Paris, the French 
ruling class used the chemical weapon known as tear 
gas to terrorize a mass protest against rising taxes, stag-
nant wages, and widening inequality. It was a dramatic 
sign of escalating class warfare amid the worldwide cri-
sis of capitalism.

The following day, in Tijuana, Mexico, in an even 
more blatant act of state terror, desperate Central 
America refugees were tear-gassed by the U.S. Border 
Patrol as some tried to run toward asylum in Califor-
nia. Wind wafted the gas more than half a mile from 
the border fence. One woman collapsed unconscious. 
Small barefoot children in diapers were overwhelmed 
by pain and respiratory distress. “I felt that my face was 
burning, and my baby fainted,” Cindy Milla, a 23-year-
old migrant from Honduras, told the Wall Street Journal 
(11/25). She and her two children had been attacked by 
a nerve agent so dangerous and uncontrollable that it is 
“outlawed on the battlefield by nearly every nation on 
Earth, including the United States” (Washington Post, 
11/27).

But as a tool for domestic torture, for policing by poi-
son, tear gas is the capitalists’ go-to weapon. The bosses 
have used it against working-class rebellion from Syria 
to Palestine, Turkey to Yemen, Belgium to Venezuela. In 
the U.S., migrants have been getting tear-gassed at the 
Mexican border since the Jimmy Carter administration 
in 1980. Under President Barack Obama, in 2013 alone, 
there were 151 reported uses of pepper spray at the 
border, and an additional 27 uses of tear gas (usatoday.
com, 11/28).

In August 2014, when hundreds of unarmed work-
ers took over the streets of Ferguson, Missouri, after 
the brutal, racist murder of 18-year-old Michael Brown, 
they were met by a militarized police state. The lo-
cal kkkops in gas masks countered with assault rifles, 
concussion grenades, armored vehicles—and chemical 
warfare. 

Within 20 seconds of exposure to the gas neuro-
toxin, the Ferguson protesters were blinded by sting-
ing tears. They were paralyzed by coughing, choking, 
and nausea. Some felt a painful tightening of the chest 
that can simulate a heart attack (yahoo.com, 8/19/14). 
An eight-year-old boy was overcome. As recounted by 
Huffington Post (8/17/14):

Cassandra Roberts…went down on her knees 
and raised her hands in a “don’t shoot” motion, 
but she quickly realized there was a bigger issue 
and she was being tear-gassed. “I got so choked 
up,” said Roberts. “I couldn’t even gather my-
self….It took one of the McDonald’s employees to 
pull me up out of the smoke. My eyes were wide 
open and I couldn’t see a thing.

Chemical weapons are designed to both incapaci-
tate and demoralize their victims. Tear gas “is meant 
not just to smother, but to confuse, intimidate, and ter-
rify” (huffingtonpost.com, 11/28). But the next night, 
several hundred protesters came out again to defy the 
police state and express their working-class solidarity.

Workers always fight back 
Tear gas is not a true gas but rather an aerosol of 

solid or liquid compounds. Its chemical family in-

cludes pepper spray, Mace, and CS gas, the variety most 
widely used by police today. The rulers’ kkkops refer to 
tear gas as a “nonlethal” or “less-lethal” weapon. After 
the assault on migrant families in Tijuana, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump, the War- Criminal- in Chief, pro-
nounced it “very safe.” 

In fact, tear gas has been linked to long-term res-
piratory damage, blindness, even death. “In 2013, Egyp-
tian police killed 37 prisoners after firing CS gas into a 
loaded van, causing the victims to suffocate in excruci-
ating pain.After widespread use of tear gas on protes-
tors in Bahrain in 2012....Physicians for Human Rights 
reported that several women miscarried after exposure, 
and one asthmatic man died”(businessinsider.com, 
8/19). Throwing tear gas canisters can cause lethal head 
injuries. And no one knows the long-term impact of the 
gas on children or the elderly.

Despite these dangers, working-class fighters have 
refused to surrender to the terrorist bosses. In the his-
toric 1937 Flint,Michigan sit-down strike, auto work-
ers fought back with hinges and bolts against cops and 
National Guardsman armed with tear gas and machine 
guns. In 1968, French college students dug up paving 
stones to hurl at police amid daily waves of CS smoke. 
In 2016, in a protest against a natural gas pipeline, Na-
tive Americans clashed for days against gas-wielding 
cops in Standing Rock, North Dakota.

Of all the lasting images from the Ferguson rebel-
lion, the most memorable might be one of a young man 
named Edward Crawford, “clutching a bag of chips in 
one hand as he cocks his arm back to throw a burning 
tear gas canister that riot police had fired….” (cnn.com, 
5/6/17). Crawford said he was moved to act to protect 
several children standing nearby. 

When workers rise up, the capitalist class will wield 
its state power to try to smash us. But as history has 
shown, the workers of the world have tremendous pow-
er. We don’t always realize this potential, but when we 
do, we can often challenge the rulers on the street or on 
the job, fighting state terror and exploitation. A united, 
multiracial, international working class can overcome 
any bosses’ weapon.

             A criminal history
French scientists invented tear gas during World 

WarI, as means of forcing German troops out from be-
hind their barricades and trenches. It was used along-
side more deadly chemical weapons, including mustard 
gas and chlorine. After untold numbers of civilians were 
killed by gas warfare, these agents were banned in war 
by the 1925 Geneva Protocol, and later by the Chemical 
Weapons Convention of 1993.

But nothing stopped the bosses from using chemi-
cal weapons in anti-labor fights. By 1930, they’d been 
adopted by police departments in New York, Philadel-
phia, Cleveland, San Francisco, and Chicago. In 1932, 
National Guard Troops fired tear gas into the Washing-
ton, DC camps occupied by the “Bonus Army,” veter-
ans seeking overdue wartime payments. In the ensu-
ing smoke and fire, two men were killed and an infant 
child asphyxiated (Atlantic, 8/16/14). A leading tear gas 
manufacturer, the Lake Erie Chemical Company, “fol-
lowed news headlines of labor disputes and traveled to 
high-conflict areas, selling their products domestically 
and to countries such as Argentina, Bolivia, and Cuba” 
(Atlantic, 8/16/14) 

At the 1965 march on Edmund Pettus Bridge, in Bir-
mingham, Alabama state troopers shot dozens of tear 
gas canisters at peaceful civil rights protesters, giving 
the Klan-in-blue a smokescreen to club any protesters 
who fell. During the Vietnam War, U.S. troops fired tear 
gas into Viet Cong tunnels while the National Guards 
sprayed anti-war demonstrators in Berkeley, Califor-
nia: “Helicopters carrying tear gas showered thousands 
of peacefully assembled students, as well as bystand-
ers, including nursery-school children” (The Atlantic, 
8/16/14).

More recently, as working-class fightback has 
surged, police forces have deployed tear gas against 
anti-globalization demonstrators. In 2011, the year of 
Arab Spring and Occupy Wall Street, tear gas sales tri-
pled. In By 2022, the “nonlethal” weapons industry 
could be worth more than $9 billion (pri.org, 11/29).

This is what capitalism has to offer our class: war 
crimes and brutality, death and terror. Under commu-
nism, the international working class will have no racist 
cops, no bosses’ borders, no “migrant” workers, no im-
perialist wars. Progressive Labor Party is organizing to 
smash the profit system and create a better world. Join 
us!J

CLASS wAR AND TEAR GAS
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NEW YORK CITY, December 5—Over the 
past few years, conditions at City University of New 
York (CUNY) campuses have gotten progressively 
worse, tuition has steadily increased and CUNY is 
chronically underfunded. CUNY students, 56 per-
cent of whom are Black or Latin, are the primary 
targets of this racist underfunding. Not surprising-
ly, CUNY part time faculty (adjuncts) work for pov-
erty wages. At the same time as the CUNY bosses 
and their politician stooges, along with the weak 
union leadership, are preparing to shove a racist, 
austere budget down the throats of the 26,000 fac-
ulty and 250,000 students, many faculty are organ-
izing to strike. As we organize to strike, let’s talk 
about getting rid of this whole, damn, racist capi-
talist system.

Poverty wages for  
college faculty

Adjunct professors teach more than 50 percent 
of the courses at CUNY, yet most of them work for 
poverty wages. They make as little as $3,200 per 
course, meaning a part-time instructor teaching 
a full load of courses per semester makes $25,600 
a year. New York City is one of the most expensive 
cities in the world; so many adjuncts must work 
extra jobs such as Uber drivers, or get public ben-
efits and/or are homeless (“Professors in Poverty,” 
YouTube). 

CUNY has been running on the super-exploi-
tation of these adjuncts, many of whom are Black 
and Latin, while the union has only given lip ser-
vice to the demand for a raise ($7K per course) 
but provide no leadership. It’s become apparent to 
many that winning this demand can never happen 
as long as we have “business as usual” and we fol-
low the laws and rules that capitalism has created. 
And even if we win such a modest demand, this 
capitalist system will continue to destroy the lives 

of workers and students everywhere, from Yemen 
to the migrant caravan to the students and staff at 
CUNY.

Strike against poverty wages; 
break the bosses laws

At seven campuses, union meetings were held 
to discuss various strike resolutions. At all seven 
campuses; resolutions were passed unanimously 
declaring that chapters would fight back, up to 

and including striking.Especially significant is 
the willingness of rank-and-file union members 
to challenge both the city bosses and their union 
leadership. In New York State, it is illegal for pub-
lic employees to strike, thanks to the Taylor Law. 
More importantly, is that many workers have 
voted in favor of striking despite opposition from 
the union leadership, whose favored method is to 
beg so-called “progressive” politicians and CEOs 

worker-Student Alliance is the key

STRIkE AGAINST RACIST INEQUALITY

Continued on page 4

NEW YORK, NY, December 1—As many as 
8,000 working-class families mostly from Hondu-
ras are traveling by foot to the southern U.S. bor-
der. More than 3,000 are already in Tijuana and 
many more are passing through Mexico City. They 
are fleeing poverty, corruption and violence that is 
largely the result of more than a century of domi-
nation by U.S. imperialism. This was most recently 
displayed in the U.S.-backed coup that overthrew 
the democratically-elected liberal reformer Zelaya 
in Honduras in 2009, forcing a mass exodus to es-
cape poverty, crime, drug trafficking and police 
violence. They join more than 60 million refugees 
around the world, from Africa to South Asia, from 
Syria to Somalia, trying to escape the horrors of 
war and terror. This is the fruit of world-wide im-
perialism. Workers of the world need communist 
revolution.

President Donald Trump targeted the refugees 
with fiercely racist diatribes, calling them every-
thing from criminals to disease carriers to Middle 
East Muslim terrorists. Trump has deployed more 
than 5,000 active-duty troops to the border, in ad-
dition to an army of ICE (Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement) and Border Patrol agents and 
fascist vigilante militias against unarmed poor 
people, mainly families with children. The U.S. 
govern building the concentration camps that 
could house the refugees for some time to come. 

Organizing across borders
Progressive Labor Party is organizing solidarity 

for the refugees on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico 
border. We are one Party and there is only one in-
ternational working class. We have reached out 
to the refugees in Mexico City and in the U.S., we 

have started raising money in our unions. We are 
working on many levels within the New Sanctu-
ary Coalition (NSC) to bring thousands of work-
ers and students to witness, aid and accompany 
our Central American sisters and brothers into the 
U.S. We are working with hundreds of volunteers, 
training to go to the border, work in support ca-
pacities, and raise this issue in our unions. So far, 
many unions have shown an interest and the NSC 
Call to Organized Labor has gone out to tens of 
thousands of NYC workers and others and we are 
heling to organize delegations from these unions 
to go to the border. 

These include workers in 1199, IBT (Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters) Joint Council 16 
(who declared themselves a Sanctuary Union after 
one of their members was deported), a number of 
UAW (United Auto Workers) locals, PSC (Profes-
sional Staff Congress at the City University of New 
York), NYSNA (New York State Nurses Association) 
and others. You can sign on at www.sanctuarycar-
avan.org/labor. 

PLP says, “Working People Have No Nation!” 
This is now true for at least 60 million refugees 
around the world, and the numbers are growing 
every day. Imperialism cannot meet the needs of 
the working class.  And the bosses are using the 
refugee crisis they have created to build mass fas-
cist movements that scapegoat the migrants as the 
rulers prepare for wider wars. 

This crisis requires everyone’s participation at 
whatever level you can contribute. We cannot sit 
this out. If you want to help greet the caravan at 
the border, or in Mexico City and escort the cara-
van to the U.S., now is the time to get involved.J 

Join the fight to support  
refugee workers

these attacks, including regular demonstra-
tions at the Gary airport, as well as a protest 
that blocked 

the entrance where Heartland Alliance was 
having its annual fundraising gala. PLP com-
rades have been present at many of these ac-
tions to help provide leadership.

Communist revolution for a 
world without borders

Capitalism can offer no solution to the 
violence rained on workers all over the world. 
The profit system will continue to pit workers 
against one another using racism, national-
ism, and sexism, because it needs to create di-
vision within our class in order to survive and 
to prepare for war Immigration policy reform 
under the system will always be manipulated 
to benefit one section of the bosses or another. 
They hold state power through their militaries, 
police, and government bodies.

Building the international communist 
PLP and working-class revolution remains the 
only way to destroy these racist borders and 
end these racist attacks. We will create a world  
without borders as we collectively serve our 
class.

The workers’ struggles have no border! ¡Las 
luchas obreras, no tienen fronteras!J

Chicago  
Caravan Protest
Continued from page 1



for crumbs and to, ultimately, take what we are 
given. Instead of building student-worker soli-
darity or putting the organizational weight of the 
union behind preparing for a strike, they cozy up 
to Democratic politicians like Bill DeBlasio, who 
turn around and agree to hand over $2 billion to 
Jeff Bezos, the richest man in the world, so that 
Amazon can move in and gentrify a neighborhood 
in Queens. Two billion to Bezos, poverty wages to 
adjunct faculty and tuition increases to students. 
Really, “This whole damn system has to go!” (Fer-
guson rebels, August, 2014) 

Students and staff unite!
Some students have been present at union 

meetings to support this 7K, demand for raises 
and to put forward the demand of free tuition. 
More and more they are taught by teachers strug-
gling with insecurity, homelessness, anxiety and all 
the other ills that capitalism visits on workers. At 
a union meeting in the Bronx, one student com-
mented- “I want to become a teacher. This is my 
fight as well!” Another student added, “Many of my 
professors encourage us students to fight back and 

organize –we have your back!”

At the same time, many students at CUNY hold 
down jobs, and some work full time to pay for the 
tuition that once free. So, this student-worker al-
liance is absolutely critical. We have the same en-
emy and the same fight!

Strike for decent pay, strike for 
a communist future!

Members of the communist Progressive Labor 
Party have stressed that we can go only so far under 
this capitalist system. When there is a strike vote, 
faculty express that they are willing to put them-
selves on the line. But there are many more strug-
gles that we will face in the future. In one chapter 
meeting, a comrade challenged the local union 
leadership about how they plan to lead the strike. 
They don’t. 

We have to lead any strike and many more 
battles in the future. At another meeting, teach-
ers were asking–”Where are those strike stickers”? 
These teachers are the people that will lead a strike, 
and they must join us in the longer battle for a bet-
ter world. Those of us at CUNY, whether study-
ing, teaching, or working –we have a tremendous 
opportunity now to sharpen this struggle, build a 

worker-student alliance, fight racism, and chal-
lenge capitalism.

The Progressive Labor Party salutes the teach-
er-workers who are making this militant struggle 
at CUNY and welcome the sharpening of the class 
struggle and the possibility of a strike. For students 
and teachers, when it comes to learning the les-
sons that are needed to destroy capitalism, the 
picket line is better than any classroom. Join us and 
fight for communism!J
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CUNY: Strike against racist inequality

Haiti: workers strike on 
Vertière anniversary 

HAITI,November 18—Every year 
on this day, we celebrate the Battle of 
Vertière, the last battle before the dec-
laration of independence from France 
on Jan. 1, 1804. This year, however, was 
significantly different as tens of thou-
sands of workers and students all across 
Haiti took to the streets to join the battle 
against massive corruption in the Petro-
Caribe scandal (where the bourgeoisie 
has pocketed billions of dollars meant 
to fund education, infrastructure, etc.). 
Demanding the ousting of Jovenel Moïse, 
in whom they have no confidence to find 
and punish the guilty, the masses barri-
caded the streets. Their bosses respond-
ed by sending out all of its armed might, 
including hooded thugs known as cagou-
lards, who murdered at least a dozen pro-
testers.

Many understand that this battle 
is not easy to win because, just like ex-
ploitation, corruption is a disease in the 
lungs of the capitalist system, and to de-
feat the disease we have to get rid of the 
entire system itself. We have to  replace it 

with one that serves the interests of the 
working class. 

In one provincial town, there were 
only a dozen Progressive Labor Party 
(PLP) members and friends on the street 
some people were afraid to participate 
in the marches because the government 
is running a campaign of terror; in fact, 
there were more police than protesters. 
Yet in spite of police presence, our ac-
tion was a success, and we continued the 
planned course. Although our numbers 
were small, we persisted with signs in 
hand, and we chanted without stopping. 
The message was clear: “the bourgeoisie 
and its state are anti-worker, anti-pro-
gress, and anti-well-being and they must 
go.”

The theft of the PetroCaribe funds is 
awakening Haitian workers and students. 
We can take advantage of this situation 
to strengthen our fight. The fight against 
corruption is a fight against capitalism.
We are engaged in it! La lutte contin-
ue (the struggle continues)!J

NEW YORK CITY, November 28—Our justice and peace 
coalition dramatically indicted mayor Bill deBlasio and the New 
York Police Department (NYPD) for Racist Murder!  We hosted a 
press conference organized by workers and Hawa Bah the mother 
of a police murder victim. In 2012 Bah’s desperate call to 911, for 
her mentally ill son Mohamed would prove deadly. That’s because 
when the police arrived, they brushed her aside, kicked in the door 
of her son’s apartment, and executed him with seven bullets! The 
movement for justice for Mohamed,whose life was senselessly 
snuffed out by the kkkops two years before of his thirtieth birthday, 
finally won a civil court victory after a relentless six year struggle. 

Now de Blasio is appealing the judgment in order to reinforce 
a law permitting any cop to actually execute an already disabled 
victim if the cop deems to be in danger. This would further expand 
the fascist police terror the working class already experiences, and 
proves deBlasio to be just another craven, racist politician. It high-
lights that violence is the lifeblood, of this racist capitalist system, 
and it best protected by the leadership of liberal racists. Thus ex-
plaining that liberal politicians are the main agents for developing 
U.S. fascist oppression is one of the Progressive Labor Party’s (PLP) 
major duties. We are now advancing this analysis by pointing out 
that deBlasio’s new “Crisis Prevention and Response Task Force” 
will simply serve as a safety valve to deflect  rising fury at police 
killings in the same way the Kerner Commission Report was meant 
to quell ghetto rebellions in the 1960s.

 Our project in the coming weeks is to bombard the Task Force 
with demands for fundamental change, including diverting funds 
from the NYPD in order to build up effective mental health treat-
ment in every neighborhood, and to mandate that all first re-
sponders be trained mental health personnel NOT kkops . The 
speakers included clergy representing three congregations in three 
boroughs, and leaders of six other organizations, including the 
American Public Health Association. 

A petition drive has been launched, both online andon pa-
per. We will use this as an organizing tool to bring more and more 
anti-racists into action. Opportunities for struggle will increase in 
January when the Task Force presents its recommendations to the 
mayor.

Then during the rest of the winter and spring we will sharpen 
the fight as we expose how the liberal politicians will try to com-
promise with the NYPD’s open fascism.Most exciting is that our 
organizing effort includes men and women of all races.We also 
have an increasing opportunity to work with college-aged young 
people. One of them is now joining one of the churches the Party 
has been  building work in for years!The life and death  challenge 
for us is to share CHALLENGE more widely and to redouble our 
efforts to build personal/political ties with the newer people  we 
are getting to know.  The test of this work’s success of course will 
be how we are able to swell our marching ranks come May Day. In 
the face of expanding fascism and war, communist revolution is 
the only solution!J

No justice for  
Mohamed Bah

From the streets of Paris to the hallways 
of CUNY, workers are proving that our only hope 
of winning is by directly challenging the bosses. 
Taking on both the University bosses and their 
own weak union leadership, CUNY Graduate stu-
dents successfully fought against an attempt to 
increase their workload (without a pay increase) 
and restrict their ability to work outside of CUNY. 
(See cunystruggle.org for more details) These mil-
itant reform struggles are reminders that there is 
no force in the world stronger than a united work-
ing class. United into a powerful Red Army and 
led by communist politics, our class can liberate 
the entire world.

Continued from page  3



December 19, 2018 • CHALLENGE • page 5

desafio.challenge@gmail.com      www.plp.org     PO Box 808, Brooklyn, NY 11202

SAN DIEGO, CA, November 14—Last 
month the working class won a victory against 
racism at the American Public Health Associ-
ation (APHA) convention as we organized to 
pass a resolution condemning police violence 
as a public health problem.

Progressive Labor Party (PLP) members 
and friends have attended APHA conventions 
for several decades, but for the last three years 
we have been involved with this young multi-
racial group  of public health workers and stu-
dents to organize this fightback, and get this 
resoultion passed. PLP made it clear to our 
friends that the entire capitalist system and 
the cops who protect it must go.

These antiracists are committed to the 
idea of rejecting liberal reforms of the police 
such as body cameras, implicit bias training, 
or more Black and Latin cops. The group’s 
focus and the policy statement were about 
limiting the role of the police in workers’ lives 
and divesting from the police in favor of in-
vesting in communities.

Try try again
For two years, the APHA policy board re-

jected the resolution, always demanding this 
or that change, but really fearing to make an 
anti-police statement. Once they even sus-
pended their own rules to delay a vote, which 
was not suprising, as the APHA leadership 
aims to function as an ally of the Democratic 
Party Neverthless we steadily escalated the 
struggle:leafleting, defending the resolution 
at open hearings, getting the support of many 
sections and holding demonstrations for the 
past two years. 

At our action this year on the morning 
of the vote on the resolution we led chants, 
speeches, and testimonials from authors and 
organizers were made on the bullhorn. 

A PLP member encouraged a young moth-
er to talk about the need to support policies 
against racist violence internationally when 
countries like U.S. allies Israel and Saudi Ara-
bia, target healthcare workers in war zones or 
when immigrant children are separated from 
their parents. Another comrade led chants 
and encouraged speakers to come forward.

This year the resolution organizers held a 
well-attended off-site conference, where the 

historical role of the police as agents of social 
control of the working class, especially Black 
and Latin workers, was illuminated. Ways to 
fight back and organize at the grass roots level 
were also discussed by a diverse panel of ac-
tivists from California. 

 A protracted political  
struggle

Working closely with this group led to 
sharp struggles and conversations about po-
litical ideas, such as explaining how racist su-
per-exploitation hurts and divides all workers 
versus idea that white workers benefit from 
racism. We discussed the need to end capital-
ism, and strategies for operating within a lib-
eral organization such as APHA. 

Understanding that the liberals are a sig-

nificant danger wasn’t difficult when the lib-
erals were the ones who kept the policy state-
ment from passing in years past. Most of the 
authors consider themselves police and pris-
on abolitionists, but abolition of the police 
and prisons is a pipe dream under capitalism.  
The police are the armed, violent henchmen 
of the ruling class, who will never allow the 
workers to control their own lives without 
police interference.  We need to talk about 
destroying capitalism and how to accomplish 
that.

During the convention, comrades also at-
tended many sessions to learn and to express 
our views. As we do every year, we wrote a 
special CHALLENGE supplement, focusing 
on why excellent health for all can only be 
achieved under communism.

This year we emphasized immigration and 
the migrant caravan. During the playing of 
the Star Spangled Banner at the opening ses-
sion, we and our friends knelt in the aisle, to 
the delight of many onlookers. Comrades also 
held our annual Troublemakers’ Breakfast for 
our friends. 

In other sessions about health inequities 
in the U.S. and around the world, most speak-
ers and many audience members tended to 
support liberal democrats or social democrats 
as the solution. 

We raised the necessity for revolution to 
overcome capitalist inequality and imminent 
war.

We also publicized related struggles, such 
as demanding that mental health workers 
rather than police respond to crises of the 
mentally ill in New York City or opposing 
forced confinement of homeless people with 
psychological problems in San Francisco.

This gathering, like that of many organiza-
tions with progressive memberships, provides 
an excellent forum for advancing revolution-
ary ideas. A protracted outlook and a plan to 
advance particular issues over several years 
provides a way to connect with organizers 
over a long period and to consistently raise, 
communist ideas. It’s a good way to struggle 
with workers and students to become com-
munist revolutionaries.J

Victory against racism at public 
health convention 

LETTER
Utilize resolution to fight violence 
against homeless & mentally ill 
workers in the Bay

I am from the Bay Area and was at the Ameri-
can Public Health Association (APHA) Conference 
this year. I participated in the struggle to pass 
the Police Violence resolution in APHA for three 
years.  Now that it has passed, I’ve started forcing 
the issue by using the resolution to oppose a local 
plan to confine and forcibly treat homeless people 
who are frequently sent for psych observation by 
the police, and whom authorities say refuse hous-
ing or treatment.  In fact, people wait months for 
just shelter beds or monthly mental health visits, 
which only assure medication compliance. The 
plan has no money  for improved housing or ser-
vices.  City officials behind the plan are servants to 
real estate developers who only want clean streets 
and high profits.

I have only recently started working with Pub-
lic-Health-Justice, the Bay Area group that pushed 
hard to get the Police Violence resolution passed 
at APHA and put together the off-site shadow 
conference.  I intend to become more active and 
involve others in the group.  Outrageous wealth 
and dire poverty stand side-by-side in San Fran-
cisco, and gentrification has driven thousands 
from their homes. Seventy percent of SF’s home-
less once rented in the City.  A system that throws 
millions of potentially productive lives into the 
streets does not deserve to exist.
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Gentrification leaves workers homeless
It is said that capitalism creates its own grave-

diggers. In one sense, immigrant workers from 
Somalia, are proving this true at an Amazon fulfill-
ment distribution center near Minneapolis, Min-
nesota. Recently Amazon,which is a non-union 
company, responded to workers’ organizing with 
an agreement to review firings and individual 
worker complaints. This did not satisfy the mainly 
immigrant workforce from East Africa. One worker, 
hired in 2016, reported that she and her co-workers 
were required to pack boxes at a rate of 230 items 
per hour, up from 160 per hour when she was hired. 
There is just endless pressure she explained. 

Workers fear that they will be fired if they can’t 
keep pace as Amazon attempts to squeeze more 
profits out of its operations by speeding up work-
ers productivity. Pushing back against this steady 
pressure, workers plan to stage a large protest and 
walkout on December 14 during the peak holiday 
season (New York Times, 11/21).

How are these workers able to organize and 
fight back against a huge company (worth $900 bil-
lion) and its owner,Jeff Bezos, who is rumored to 
be worth $150 billion,(Quartz  7/18). The Awood 
Center, a nonprofit workers’center, has provided 
some leadership but it is the solidarity of the work 
force that has been key so far. Awood estimates that 
60 percent of Amazon’s 3,000 workers in the region 
are East African. They were recruited in immigrant 
neighborhoods where four of every five people live 
at or near the poverty level. Workers are connected 
by family ties, religious institutions and other com-
munity organizations. “One thing to know about 
our community–we talk a lot on the phone and 
chat over coffee…that makes organizing easier” 
(NYT,11/21). When workers are united, amazing 
things are possible.

What is lacking in this fight is a long-term com-
munist perspective. A fight against speed up may 
succeed during the holiday rush in a period of rela-
tively low unemployment, but Capitalists like Be-
zos always attempt to strike back. Today’s reforms 
can be taken away in the wink of an eye. To be true, 
gravediggers, we have to beat not only Bezos’ com-
pany but also the capitalist system. We salute these 
workers and their struggle. Let’s recruit them and 
their fighting unity to the battle for communist 
revolution!  

HHHHH

Amazon: Black immigrant  
workers fight back!

CHALLENGE called the recent mid-term elec-
tions a “big victory” for the liberal bosses because 
of the big turnout, especially among young peo-
ple, Black and Latin people, and women. And that 
is certainly one part of the story. But there’s more.
After all, as CHALLENGE also pointed out, many of 
these new voters turned out to combat what they 
saw as rising racism and fascist terror against Black 
people, immigrants and Muslims. They opposed 
white supremacists and racist voter suppression 
and the purging of hundreds of thousands of Black 
people from the voting lists. 

In other words, millions took whatever anti-
racist and anti-fascist action they saw that was 
open to them. It’s not as if the class struggle or the 
revolutionary left forces were offering much of an 
alternative. In fact, I would say that tens of thou-
sands, of those new voters can ultimately be won to 
a revolutionary outlook and PLP. But it won’t hap-
pen on its own. 

We have to be much more deeply imbedded in 
the struggle, such as it is, to raise our ideas and fight 
for the political leadership of the working class. We 
can’t do that simply by standing across the street 
and yelling “don’t vote.” We have to be involved in 
these campaigns, where many young people are 
questioning whether capitalism can work, point-
ing out the booby traps and dangers, and ultimate-
ly lead people in these campaigns to move against 
the politicians they signed up to support.

If millions of people are taking their anti-racist 
and anti-fascist ideas into the bosses’ elections, 
because they don’t know where else to go, then we 
have to be there with them. And if we’re active at all 
in our unions or churches, it’s a good way to deep-

en our ties with our co-workers and to tell them, 
“I’m not here for Hillary or Bernie, I’m in this for 
you and to build a revolutionary movement!” The 
biggest victory for the bosses is to have revolution-
ary communists isolated from the masses of work-
ers when they are in motion. 

HHHHH

I had never seen anything like it
I had woken up to see a thick blanket of smog 

covering the California sun. On a normal day, the 
concentration of toxic particles called PM2.5 is 
25, with the worst day ever reaching 35.4. Now, 
the levels are at 221.5. Now that the particles have 
had filtered through my body, I have started hav-
ing breathing troubles. All stores were out of masks 
but luckily I was able to get some masks through 
friends. I now sleep in the mask.

Emergency room visits are through the roof. 
Those of us who can’t afford a flight out were forced 
to stay. This is the deadliest and most destructive 
wild fire in California’s history. Over 77 people have 
died, more than 1,000 people are missing, and 
thousands are now homeless. At its worst, the wild-
fire burned through a football field every second.

After a petition, my college campus cancelled 
classes and gave outdoor workers the day off. How-
ever, now that most students are gone for the break, 
there are no students to fight for the construction 
workers who don’t get the week off. I wish I could 
do more. I also think the university/media/govern-
ment should have done a better job educating peo-
ple about the effects of the smoke.

Many don’t know exactly what this air means. 
We got a message that masks were available in the 
health center “while supplies last.” They didn’t in-
form us about its seriousness how because they 
don’t want the responsibility of keeping people 
safe. We also don’t know the long-term effects of 
these fires. The fires are no longer burning just 
forests. These fires aren’t just burning forests any-
more. They are burning buildings and the heavy 
metals that are used to build them.

Living through this makes me appreciate two 
things. First: workers in Beijing, New Delhi, and 
more live with such toxic pollution every day. It’s 
horrible to know that every breath you are taking is 
making you sick. 

And two: capitalism is the culprit. The power 
company PG&E is responsible for this, and their 
faulty equipment started 17 wildfires in California 
last year. PG&E and other capitalist entities won’t 
act if it cuts into their profits. The problem is made 
even worse by capitalist-caused climate change, 
which leaves an ever-drying California vulnerable 
to fires. 

These fires are predicted to occur more fre-
quently and cause greater devastation in years to 
come. I’m worried about how often I’ll need to stay 
inside and wear a mask in the years to come. I’m 
worried for children and the elderly, and for peo-
ple with heart and breathing medical issues. We 
workers need to unite and fight for our health, our 
earth, and our lives. We can do better than capital-
ism. And we must.

HHHHH

Build a base & fight dead-end  
electoral political

After reporting the death of nearly 81 workers, 
most stories about the Paradise, CA fires have used 
environmentalism as an opportunity to criticize 
Donald Trump, but capitalist negligence is also 
to blame.Many workers from Paradise have been 
clear about who they blame for the damages and 
deaths.

In a New York Times piece, workers from Para-
dise said they, “learned about the looming wildfire 
from neighbors knocking on their doors. Or frantic 
cellphone calls from friends…(NYT 11/21).”The 
same piece reports that only a fraction of people 
received evacuation orders from local authorities.

Workers said, “They totally dropped the ball on 
this…Look, all these people dead, all these people 
missing. It’s like they decided to forget about us. 
Like we weren’t worth saving (NYT 11/21).”Work-
ers know when they have been left to die.

Authorities in Paradise used an outdated system 
to warn residents with a phone call, even though 

they knew only the fraction of residents that signed 
up for the service would receive an alert, rather 
than issuing an Amber Alert-style message that 
could reach all cell phones in the area (NYT 11/21).

The mayor of Paradise, Jody Jones, has made 
clear that worker’s lives are not her priority: “I don’t 
know that you could build the infrastructure to 
evacuate an entire town that quickly…I just don’t 
know if that’s possible (NYT 11/21).” It is possible—
with a communist revolution led by the working 
class and Progressive Labor Party.

HHHHH

Annual Antiracist dinner
Our NYC church’s social justice committee pre-

sented our 18th annual dinner with the local Mus-
lim community. These dinners began after the at-
tack on the World Trade Center (WTC) in New York 
City, when there was a lot of anti-Muslim racism in 
the air. Multiracial unity is a major theme of these 
dinners. One young woman spoke about the arrest 
of anti-Klan fighters in California and the struggle 
against criminal charges brought against the anti-
racists instead of the Klan.

A local imam emphasized that reaching out to 
other communities to show that the differences we 
have are only superficial, recounting how his wife 
and he traveled to West Virginia and were able to 
upend a resident’s prejudices with compassion 
and communication. Every year there is also a lo-
cal march on September 11th to remember the 
WTC attack, which visits a synagogue, a church 
and a mosque. At last year’s march we stopped at 
the local firehouse where a presentation of thanks 
was made to the firefighters. The gift was accepted 
by two Muslim firefighters, which made the whole 
event very meaningful and dramatic. 

 Quite a few of our church members attended a 
Ramadan Iftar (meal to break the daily fast) at the 
local mosque to help build friendship and unity. 
The leaders of the mosque said that they felt en-
couraged to invite interfaith friends to their Iftar 
because of our church’s continued and open sup-
port and friendship. 

Over the last few years we have organized or 
taken part in demonstrations, and some of our in-
terfaith friends have attended with us. While these 
are reform activities, they allow us an opportunity 
to have deeper conversations with many friends 
about the nature of the system we live under and 
why the capitalist ruling class needs racism and di-
vision in order to continue their rule.

HHHHH

Wildfire exposes capitalist negligence 
After reporting the death of nearly 81 workers, 

most stories about the Paradise, CA fires have used 
environmentalism as an opportunity to criticize 
Donald Trump, but capitalist negligence is also to 
blame.

Many workers from Paradise have been clear 
about who they blame for the damages and deaths.

In a New York Times piece, workers from Para-
dise said they, “learned about the looming wildfire 
from neighbors knocking on their doors. Or frantic 
cellphone calls from friends…(NYT 11/21).”

The same piece reports that only a fraction of 
people received evacuation orders from local au-
thorities.

Workers said, “They totally dropped the ball on 
this…Look, all these people dead, all these people 
missing. It’s like they decided to forget about us. 
Like we weren’t worth saving (NYT 11/21).”

Workers know when they have been left to die.

Authorities in Paradise used an outdated system 
to warn residents with a phone call, even though 
they knew only the fraction of residents that signed 
up for the service would receive an alert, rather 
than issuing an Amber Alert-style message that 
could reach all cell phones in the area (NYT 11/21).

The mayor of Paradise, Jody Jones, has made 
clear that worker’s lives are not her priority: “I don’t 
know that you could build the infrastructure to 
evacuate an entire town that quickly…I just don’t 
know if that’s possible (NYT 11/21).

It is possible—with a communist revolution led 
by the working class and Progressive Labor Party. 

HHHHH



Haiti: gov’t loots earthquake reconstruc-
tion $$, thousands battle cops

NYT, 11/24 — Thousands of Haitians took to 
the streets of Port-au-Prince…in…public fury at 
the government over rampant corruption…[and] 
economic malaise….

Chanting antigovernment slogans…demon-
strators set piled of tires on fire and threw rocks, 
and the police fired tear gas….Sporadic gunfire 
was heard…some…from police officers shooting 
in the air….

Friday’s demonstration was the latest in a week 
of violent protests that have paralyzed commerce, 
[and] forced schools and shops to close….

At least 10 people, including two police offic-
ers, have died amid the week’s demonstrations, 
which have featured barricaded streets and rock-
throwing face-offs….Several people were killed by 
[a] government car that…plowed into a crowd….
Thousands [who] marched…focus[ed] on…Haiti’s 
government mis-appropriat[ion of] billions of dol-
lars earmarked for reconstruction after a devastat-
ing earthquake in 2010.

The…outrage over the whereabouts of the 
money…from [an] oil program, PetroCaribe pro-
vided the initial impetus for the protests, but also 
amounted to a referendum on…President Jovenel 
Moise and on Haiti’s worsening economic and po-
litical malaise….The campaign was “a broad move-
ment,…united around a simple question: Where 
did the money go?”

Flint-poisoned water crisis spreads across 
U.S.

NYT, 11/16 — The water fountains in all 106 
[Detroit] public schools…have been dry…after 
testing revealed elevated levels of copper and lead 

in drinking water….57…had lead…levels above 
the federal thresholds….

The situation has set parents on edge in Detroit, 
60 miles southeast of Detroit, where contaminated 
water sickened residents while officials dismissed 
their concerns for months, insisting that the water 
was safe….

…Around the country in rural communities 
residents have complained of tainted wells tied to 
industrial farms and lax regulations. In Newark, 
N.J., officials insisted…that drinking water was 
safe before…a new study showed lead contamina-
tion….

In Detroit….much of the thousands of miles of 
plumbing in the city’s schools is decades old….

“This is not just a Detroit problem, this is an 
everywhere problem,” [said] Ms. Elin Betanzo, a 
water quality expert. “And we have been ignoring 
it for years….”

…For Detroiters…”it’s just a long list of exam-
ples where…people are treated as second-class 
citizens.”

Capitalist austerity take heavy toll in 
Britain

GW, 11/23 — 14 million: number of people who 
live in poverty in UK;

1.5 million: Number of people who are desti-
tute (i.e., cannot afford essentials);

40%: Potential rate of child poverty due to aus-
terity.

Social Security office closes, people die 
waiting for appeals

NYT, 11/25 — Social Security has closed 67 field 
offices since fiscal 2010 in rural and urban areas 
alike. For the public, the cuts have meant…bal-
looning wait times….[and] long delays in hearings 
on disability insurance appeals and in resolving 
benefit errors….

…The average wait time for a decision on an 
appeal in fiscal 2018 was 591 days….

“These wait times are devastating to people 
with severe health impairments….Sometimes they 

exhaust their savings and declare bankruptcy, and 
sometimes lose their homes. Or they can’t afford 
their medical treatment and get sicker — some-
times they die.”

In the fiscal year 2016, the agency said 9,714 
people died while waiting for an appeal decision.

U.S.-backed Saudi war on Yemen starves kids to 
death

NYT, 11/22 — A Saudi-led coalition…[has] 
unleashed conditions amounting to possible war 
crimes, according to a UN report….

An estimated 85,000 children might have died 
of hunger since the  bombing began in 2015….

…Yemen has become the worst humanitarian 
crisis in the world, and 14 million people could 
soon be on the brink of starvation….

“For every child killed by bombs and bullets, 
dozens are starving to death — and it’s entirely 
preventable….Children who die in this way suf-
fer immensely as their vital organs slow down and 
eventually stop.”

…85,000 was a conservative estimate of how 
many children under the age of 5 had starved….

In addition to the airstrikes, Saudi Arabia has 
imposed economic sanctions and blockades on 
Yemen, contributing to the deepening humanitar-
ian crisis….

Saudi Arabia intervened in Yemen’s civil war in 
April 2015….but instead of a quick victory, the Sau-
di-led campaign evolved into a bloody stalemate. 
The bombardment, which relies heavily on arms 
and equipment from the United States, has torn 
the country asunder….

Trump has defended Saudi Arabia’s interven-
tion.

Below are excerpts from mainstream 
newspapers that may be of use for our 
readers. Abbreviations: NYT=New York 
Times, GW=Guardian Weekly,  
LAT=Los Angeles Times
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The conference was a very eye-opening experi-
ence. I learned many things from people of differ-
ent backgrounds, races, and religions. We all share 
the same pain and struggles from different parts of 
the world but also learned new things from differ-
ent perspectives. I think it’s beautiful that many of 
us share the same passion and are willing to make 
things change instead of just talking and complain-
ing about our everyday problems that shouldn’t be 
happening in the first place. With determination 
and persistence, change will occur over time. I 
hope many more people come to events and con-
ferences such as this to build more solidarity. Peo-
ple’s struggles and pain should be everyone’s strug-
gles and pain.

At the conference, we discussed how the work-
ing class is being used and exploited for the profit 
and benefit of capitalists. They want to limit our 
power. We could see that by how we are treated in 
different countries. For example how workers  and 
students in Puerto Rico are still struggling from the 
aftermath of the hurricanes, and how most of the 
profits they earn go to capitalists, or how Yemen is 
going through the worst famine in history because 
of capitalism and nothing is being done. So many 
countries are going through the same struggles be-
cause of capitalism. Change must happen. Always.

I agree with abolishing capitalism, but I don’t 
think it would be possible for it to happen unless 
something like World War III occurs. That would 
completely destroy the country and economy and 
then the idea of communism even happening 
would be easier to spread. The United States was 
founded and built on capitalism, so it would take 
a lot more than conferences and events to abolish 
this capitalist system.

H

I wasn’t too sure what to expect from this con-
ference, and I had a few doubts about the impor-
tance of this event .After hearing the group from 
Puerto Rico speak about the struggles they faced 
back home, I was immediately surprised at how 
much we had in common. This group talked about 
struggles regarding water contamination, great un-
employment, exploitation, and poverty. 

My country, Yemen, is currently facing these 
same issues. I then realized that many of the con-
flicts we both share don’t really come from within 
our countries, but are sort of imposed on us, leav-
ing the citizens of our countries as helpless victims. 

H

At Kingsborough Community College, we have 
been facing some internal struggles during the past 
year, which were also imposed on the students by 
extremely racist administrators. One administrator 
in particular, Michael Goldstein, found it necessary 
to use his social platform to express his extreme 
hatred towards minority groups. Our Kingsbor-
ough group formed an alliance with some anti-
racist faculty members, students and community 
members to unite together and prevent this type of 
behavior from progressing. 

Some people at the conference were propos-
ing communism as a solution. I think that it could 
possibly work but not enough people are involved 
or informed enough to make this happen. In the 
long run, I think it’s important to find a way to cre-
ate unity amongst people and figure out a way in 
which we can work together, despite our differ-
ent backgrounds or experiences. We can stand for 
something that can possibly create a more stable 
way of living and working together for the greater 
good. Always help others. It is always your strug-
gle too

H

That was a great meeting with people coming 
from many different areas. We received first-hand 
accounts from our brothers and sisters in Puerto 
Rico about the impact of Hurricane Maria, and all 
the problems that followed. The most important 
thing is that we were united and this is the type of 
movement I have been looking for. It was a great 
event and I am looking forward to participating 
again.

H

When I heard we were going to New Jersey, I 
was excited. I was even more excited when I met 
the comrades from Puerto Rico. I learned a lot from 
the presentation about how the U.S. government 
is benefitting from the chaos there, the high inter-
est rates that workers in Puerto Rico pay. This kind 
of information is mind-blowing and certainly not 
what we get on the news.

H

The conference was a good experience for me. 
I was glad to meet different people who share my 
views, and it opened my mind on many issues such 
as the future of Puerto Rico, how City University of 
New York (CUNY) students are treated, and how to 
deal with racist professors.

H

I was shocked to learn that a community col-
lege in New Jersey might close. The conference 
helped me see that we need to make the connec-
tions between closing schools in Puerto Rico and 
the destruction of our colleges in the United States.

H H H H H

These are more student letters from last month’s successful Progressive Labor Party’s fourth 
annual college conference.  (See the CHALLENGE 12/5) for more information

Same enemy, same struggle, same fight  worldwide



PARIS, December 5—Workers battle the po-
lice’s tear gas canisters, water cannons, and stun 
grenades. What began as a 300,000-strong protest 
against planned hikes in fuel taxes on November 
17 have transformed into a mass uprising against 
president Emmanuel Macron. In France, as is 
worldwide, capitalism is in crisis. 

‘An insurrection’
As CHALLENGE goes to press, France is deploy-

ing 65,000 cops in anticipation of more rebellions 
against the capitalist government this weekend. 
Macron’s promise to suspend the fuel tax hikes was 
too little too late. 

Workers vandalized a national symbol of 
France, the Arc de Triomphe. This area has become 
a battleground. Paris’s 8th district mayor called it 
an “insurrection.” The protests have been declared 
the “worst rioting in Paris in decades.” 

This “Yellow Vest” (Gilets Jaunes) movement 
takes its name from the yellow jackets protesters 
have adopted as a symbol of their class anger. 

Protesters are angry over record prices at the 
pump, with the cost of diesel increasing by 
about 20 percent in the past year to an av-
erage of 1.49 euros ($1.68) per litre. Macron 
then announced further taxes on fuel, set to 
take effect on January 1, 2019, in a move he 
said was necessary combat climate change 
and protect the environment (Al Jazeera, 
12/4). 

The protests began with workers in rural 
France but quickly spread to ambulance workers, 
high school students shutting down schools, and 
more. The General Confederation of Labour (CGT) 
trade union called energy workers to stage a 48-
hour walkout on December 13 in solidarity. Truck-
ers and framers are also calling for strikes. 

Tale of two Frances
Like other Western countries, the gap between 

the ruling and working class is deep and wide. 

The top 20 percent of the population earns 
nearly five times as much as the bottom 20 
percent. France’s richest 1 percent represent 

over 20 percent of the economy’s wealth. 
Yet the median monthly income is about 
1,700 euros, or $1,930, meaning that half of 
French workers are paid less than that (The 
New York Times, 12/4). 

Clearly, no worker—no matter how rich of a 
country they are in—is safe from the consequences 
of capitalism. 

France—like Italy, United Kingdom, the United 
States—and other top imperialist countries (that 
were came out on top after World War II) is dig-
ging itself deeper into crisis. In the face of grow-
ing great-power rivalry, the imperialist world order 
that the U.S. created in its own image is crumbling. 

Of course, this crisis has been a long time com-
ing. “Living standards and wages rose in France 
after World War II during a 30-year growth stretch 
known as “Les Trente Glorieuses.’”(NY Times, 
12/4). Those Glorious Thirty years ended in the 
1970s. That marked the beginning of the end of the 
U.S. liberal world order. 

Communists warn that in times of crisis, the 
bosses’ response to that crisis is called fascism. 
Workers can fight fascism by refusing to trust and 
take leadership from any faction of the ruling class. 
When we choose a side in the bosses’ growing fight, 
we participate in the building of a fascist society.  

Bosses take some losses
The mass protests show that when workers 

fight back without illusions of nonviolence 
holding them back, the whole world stops 
and takes note. French companies were un-
able to make their usual profits. 

French oil company Total has said 75 
of its 2,200 petrol stations have run dry 
because ‘yellow vests’ were blockading 
fuel depots. Trucking federations said 
they had suffered operating losses of 400 
million euros ($453m) due to protesters 
blocking highways and toll stations as 
well as fuel depots (Al Jazeera, 12/4). 

Lack of leadership
Unlike union strikes, there is no cen-

tralized leadership of the Yellow Vests. The 
movement is open for all factions of the rul-
ing class to co-opt and control. Internally, 
there are various levels of class conscious-
ness inside the Yellow Vests as well. 

Different factions…have different de-
mands. While they all want a better 
standard of living, some are furious at…
Macron for…unjust tax policies that 
help the rich but do nothing for the poor, 
and they want him out of office. Others 
are more focused on raising the mini-
mum wage and reducing the amount 
taken out of employee paychecks to cover 
social security and related services (NY 
Times, 12/1). 

The whole baguette
In an attempt to bribe, president Ma-

cron announced it would suspend the gas-
oline tax increase. One spokesperson of the Yellow 
Vests said, “We aren’t satisfied…Our demands are 
much bigger than this moratorium…We want a 
better distribution of wealth, salary increases. It’s 
about the whole baguette, not just the crumbs.” 
(NY Times, 12/4). 

Macron was supposed to be the president to 
“save the liberal order” (one that can rule inter-
nationally in the interest of imperialists and rule 
domestically with a misled and subdued working 
class). The level of discontent and anger against 
the France government is yet another example of 
how democracy and nonviolence has failed work-
ers. This system is proving to be an impossibility 
for the wellbeing of the working class. 

In truth, there is no panacea for France’s de-
cline. Times like these demonstrate the need for 
a communist party that can provide leadership to 
class struggles around the world. If workers want 
the whole baguette, we must own the means to 
make and bake the bread. 

Solidarité!
It’s unclear how exactly the Yellow Vest move-

ment will play out. We can be certain that workers 
everywhere have everything to gain by supporting 
the rebellion in France. 

Wherever you are, build solidarity with the 
working class in France!J
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 Capitalism in crisis

WORKERS BURN PARIS

In protest of rising fuel prices and cost of surviving, ten of thousands of protesters rebel


