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NO fREE SpEECh 
fOR fASCISTS

JOIN THE INTERNATIONAL FIGHT FOR COMMUNIST REVOLUTION

ChICAgO, February 2—More than 70 anti-
racist students and community members con-
verged on the University of Chicago Booth School 
of Business in opposition to the school’s speaking 
invitation to white supremacist Steve Bannon, 
Donald Trump’s former chief strategist. 

Progressive Labor Party comrades were there to 
point out Bannon’s role in the context of rising fas-
cism, and to offer revolutionary communist strug-
gle as the only way to crush the capitalist system 
that creates racist scum like Bannon and his old 
boss. 

Attack All Fascists, head On
On the steps of the business school, leaders 

of various organizations emphasized that efforts 
against racism and sexism needed to go beyond 
the immediate struggle against Bannon. Speakers 
addressed the University of Chicago’s racist history 
of displacing surrounding residents through gen-
trification (see box).

PLP members held signs reading “Make Racists 
Afraid Again” and “No Free Speech for Racists” and 
joined in chants of “Say it loud, say it clear, fascists/
Nazis are not welcome here.” About a dozen par-
ticipants took CHALLENGE and the majority wel-
comed our presence in the march and rally. 

One comrade approached a dozen fascists who 
were being protected by a line of kkkops across the 
street from the protest. This comrade went against 
the grain and sharply attacked their racism head-
on. Our Party confronts racists because ignoring 
them will not aid us in our fight against the capital-
ist bosses’ increasing fascism. In fact, the liberal re-
sponse of ignoring racist, fascist hate speech, in the 
name of some ludicrous “moral high ground,” has 
only led to more university appearances by gut-
ter racist speakers nationwide, along with a sharp 
spike in violent crimes against Black, Arab, Latin, 
and Asian workers. 

Capitalist ”Free Speech”  
Benefits Only the Bosses

University of Chicago President Robert Zimmer 
claims the institution stands for free speech for all. 
But when a group tried to deliver a petition to him 
opposing Bannon’s invitation, Zimmer showed a 
lot less interest in engaging with the petitioners 
than he had with Professor Luigi Zingales, the fas-
cist collaborator who initiated the invitation. The 
racist capitalists back free speech only when it pits 
working-class people against one another and re-
inforces the rulers’ political agenda of dividing and 
exploiting the entire working class. Communists, 

on the other hand, value only speech that has sci-
entific and objective merit, and is used to support 
the interests of the international working class.

Sharpening Future Struggle
After a brief march that included taking over 

an intersection, the group met at a local church to 
strategize plans for the next action. PLP comrades 

In 1857, the University’s founding endow-
ment was donated by a notoriously cruel slave 
owner named Stephen A. Douglas. The ten acres 
of land from Douglas were drenched in the blood 
of Black slaves from Africa.

In the 1930s and 1940s, the University fund-
ed racially restrictive covenants which prevent-
ed  property sales to Black buyers. The Chicago 
Defender reported that “many of the real estate 
owners in that area refer to restrictive covenants 
as ‘the University of Chicago Agreement to get rid 
of Negroes.’”

The University was home to arch-imperialist 
economist Milton Friedman, whose deadly poli-
cies of neoliberal capitalism were taught to a 
generation of Chilean ruling-class agents. “The 
Chicago Boys,” as they were known, piloted 
Friedman’s policies during the fascist rule of Chil-
ean dictator Augusto Pinochet (1973-1990), when 
countless working-class lives were destroyed 
through political repression or widespread pri-
vatization of the economy (Nation, 9/21/16).

UC’s siege of gentrification and displacement 
remains relentless to this day—most recently in 
Woodlawn, a working-class Black neighborhood 
just south of the University. Breaking an under-
standing that it would not build south of 61st 
Street, the University is expanding by building a 
new charter school and the Obama Presidential 
Center, among other projects.

After 25 years of protests demanding a trauma 
center to serve the South Side, the University is 
finally opening a trauma center at the medical 
school. For years, many workers have died need-
lessly from this blatantly racist disregard for their 
lives (The Chicago Maroon, 9/15/17).

The Racist and Imperialist history 
of the University of Chicago

Continued on page 3



In his racist, divisive State of the Union address, 
President Donald Trump did his best to scapegoat im-
migrants for the deepening crisis of U.S. capitalism 
amid sharpening inter-imperialist rivalry. To convince 
the U.S. working class to go to war over Middle East oil 
and other ruling-class interests, the bosses must in-
crease racism against workers in other countries. Just 
as Hitler blamed the depression in Germany in the 
1930s on Jews, Trump is trying to blame violent crime 
and job loss on immigrants fleeing U.S.-supported 
terror regimes and the economic instability of capital-
ism. 

But workers cannot be fooled. The international 
working class has no borders. “Immigrants” are sim-
ply super-exploited workers who are forced by the 
profit system’s failures to move beyond the rulers’ 
arbitrary boundary lines. In the face of these attacks 
by Trump and the bosses he serves, we must build a 
revolutionary communist party to smash all walls and 
fences that serve the money-sucking capitalists. We 
must create a new world that honors workers’ labor 
and serves workers’ needs. 

Two Brands of Fascism
U.S. capitalism is in decline relative to China and 

Russia. In a desperate effort to hold on to their top dog 
position, the U.S. bosses have plunged into wars from 
Syria to Afghanistan to Yemen, all in preparation for 
the broader global conflict to come. But the U.S. rulers 
are also contending with significant divisions in their 
own camp. The domestically oriented section of the 
ruling class is less invested in a prospective war over 
Middle East oil. It’s promoting a smaller, less expen-
sive, predominantly white military trained as racist 
killers. 

But the dominant finance capital wing under-
stands that it needs a “multicultural” army for the 
World War III to come. These bosses see immigrants 
as invaluable cannon fodder, and are willing to hold 
out the carrot of U.S. citizenship as an incentive to 
recruit immigrants into their killing machine.  As for-
mer President Barack Obama noted, the young immi-
grants known as Dreamers “start new businesses, staff 
our labs, serve in our military, and otherwise contrib-
ute to the country we love” (cnn.com, 9/5/17). 

The upshot of this debate means more fascism, 
whether it comes with an overtly racist face or a liberal 
veneer. Trump’s address—offering a “path” to citizen-
ship for 1.8 million “Dreamers” while excluding family 
members, accelerating deportations, erecting a wall, 
and demonizing other immigrants as criminals—
might have been a clumsy attempt at compromise be-
tween the bosses’ warring camps. The incoherence of 
his immigrations plans, which seem to change by the 
day, is a symptom of the Klansman in Chief’s volatil-
ity and shortsighted outlook. But they also reflect an 
essential contradiction for the capitalist class. On the 
one hand, all bosses need to use anti-immigrant rac-
ism to divide workers, to push down wages and stave 
off the mortal threat of a united working class. On the 
other hand, all bosses need immigrants as a source of 
cheaper labor. As immigration scholar Mae Ngai not-
ed in the New York Times (1/29):

Migration is propelled by irrepressible hu-
man desires for family unification, economic 
improvement and physical safety….In truth, 
undocumented migration is not an aberration 
of “normal” immigration. It is the inevitable 
result of any general policy of immigration re-
striction. Restriction creates two streams of im-
migration, lawful and unlawful. It is a conceit 
of the sovereign power to think that it can have 
only legal immigration.

Immigration Reform: Just Another 
Attack on Workers

Under Trump, the attack on immigrant work-
ers has shifted and intensified.  Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents are acting more 

aggressively—detaining and deporting any undocu-
mented immigrants they find, not just those convict-
ed of committing crimes, as under Obama.  Trump 
has halted the DACA (Dream Act) program, subjecting 
to deportation 800,000 undocumented people who 
entered the U.S. as children.  He has done the same 
to hundreds of thousands of immigrants from coun-
tries that sustained natural disasters (including Haiti 
and El Salvador) by ending their Temporary Protected 
Status.  Trump also wants to end the visa lottery pro-
gram, which grants green cards to 50,000 immigrants 
a year from countries with low immigration numbers, 
and to stop immigrants from legally bringing in fam-
ily members beyond spouses and dependent chil-
dren.  Trump’s plan for “merit-based” immigration 
from countries like Norway is a transparent move to 
fuel anti-immigrant racism by drawing a line between 
“good” immigrants—white, English-speaking people 
with college degrees—and everybody else. He aims to 
divide the working class while encouraging the white-
supremacist base that elected him in 2016. 

Democrats Cannot Be Trusted 
History shows that the working class cannot trust 

the Democratic Party to defend and protect immi-
grant workers. In the 1990s, under Democrat Bill Clin-
ton, the U.S. Border Patrol initiated operations called 
“Gatekeeper” and “Hold the Line,” which concentrat-
ed agents and technology to make “a ‘show of force’ 
to potential illegal border crossers” (cbp.gov) and 
oversaw the “first major federal move towards con-
structing a border fence” in Texas, Arizona, and Cali-
fornia (cndls.georgetown.edu). The Clinton adminis-
tration deported a record 12.3 million immigrants and 
pushed for laws that established “new grounds for de-
portation, penalties for the crimes of illegal entry and 
re-entry, mandates for detention of deportable non-
citizens, and a framework for cooperative arrange-
ments on immigration enforcement between the fed-
eral government and state and local law enforcement 
agencies” (Migration Policy Institute, 1/26/17). 

More recently, Obama deported more than 2 mil-
lion people and criminalized more immigrants than 
any president before him. While Trump’s crude ap-
peals to white supremacists are more openly vile, 
and he has pushed to ban immigrants from mainly 
Muslim countries, his racist stance on immigration is 
essentially no different than that of his predecessors, 
Democrat or Republican (New York Times, 1/29). In 
fact, Trump deported fewer people in 2017 than Oba-
ma did in 2016 (politifact). 

Fight Back Against  
Anti-Immigrant Racism

As communists, we welcome immigrants as fel-
low workers who have been among the most militant 
fighters against capitalist brutality and exploitation. 
Thousands of groups are now fighting Trump’s depor-
tations. Union teachers have formed anti-deportation 
committees. New York-area lawyers demonstrated to 
eject ICE agents from the court system. “Sanctuary” 
movements are protecting immigrants and publi-
cizing their stories. In Norwalk, Connecticut, Nury 
Chavarria, a mother faced with deportation to Guate-
mala after 24 years in the U.S., won a stay after several 
hundred supporters demonstrated on her behalf. An 
undocumented Boston student, locked in an ICE jail, 
was granted bail after a “go-fund-me” movement of 
students at his school raised the bond money. Every 
day, volunteers leave food and water in the Sonora 
Desert to save migrants from death from dehydration 
and heat stroke.

Communist Answer
The Progressive Labor Party calls on all workers to 

defend our brother and sister immigrants against de-
portation, and to fight Trump’s racist lies. Smash rac-
ist deportations! Let’s train ourselves and our class to 
fight for a world where of “no more deportees.”J
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OUR FIGHT 

 

PProgressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship of the 
capitalist class. We organize workers, soldiers 
and youth into a revolutionary movement for 
communism. 

PThe dictatorship of the working class — 
communism—can provide a lasting solution to 
the disaster that is today’s world for billions of 
people. This cannot be done through electoral 
politics, but requires a revolutionary movement 
and a mass Red Army led by PLP.

PWorldwide capitalism, in its relentless drive 
for profit, inevitably leads to war, fascism, 
poverty, disease, starvation and environmental 
destruction. The capitalist class, through its 
state power — governments, armies, police, 
schools and culture — maintains a dictator-
ship over the world’s workers. The capitalist 
dictatorship supports, and is supported by, the 
anti-working-class ideologies of racism, sexism, 
nationalism, individualism and religion.

PWhile the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism is the 
real failure for billions worldwide. Capitalism 
returned to Russia and China because socialism 
retained many aspects of the profit system, like 
wages and privileges. Russia and China did not 
establish communism.

PCommunism means working collectively 
to build a worker-run society. We will abol-
ish work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment,  
communism needs everyone to contribute and 
share in society’s benefits and burdens.

PCommunism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses racism to 
super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and indig-
enous workers, and to divide the entire working 
class.

PCommunism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women— sexism—and divisive 
gender roles created by the class society.

PCommunism means abolishing nations and 
nationalism. One international working class, 
one world, one Party.

PCommunism means that the minds of mil-
lions of workers must become free from reli-
gion’s false promises, unscientific thinking and 
poisonous ideology. Communism will triumph 
when the masses of workers can use the science 
of dialectical materialism to understand, ana-
lyze and change the world to meet their needs 
and aspirations.

PCommunism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions of 
workers — eventually everyone — must become 
communist organizers. Join Us!

   CONTACT US 
Email

desafio.challenge@gmail.com 
Mail

Box 808 GPO, Brooklyn, NY 11202 
Internet

www.plp.org
challengenewspaper.wordpress.com
Twitter: @PLPchallenge
Facebook: Challenge Desafio

CHALLENGE/DESAFIO (ISSN 0009-1049) 
published bi-weekly by Challenge Periodicals. 1 
issue $1. One Year: $20. Six months: $15. Send ad-
dress changes to CHALLENGE Periodicals, GPO 
Box 808 Brooklyn, NY 11202, February 21, 2018. 
Volume 50, No. 4

WHO WRITES  
FOR CHALLENGE?

CHALLENGE is for the working class, pro-
duced by the working class. The fact that CHAL-
LENGE/PLP articles are not signed grows from 
PLP’s criticism of the cult of the individual in the 
former socialist Soviet Union and China. We do 
not want to encourage the possibility of building 
up a “following” around any particular individ-
ual.

While an article may be written by one per-
son, the final version is based on collective dis-
cussion and criticism. Many times this collective 
discussion even precedes an individual’s writing 
of an article.

fight racist immigration reform
Workers have no borders
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DC transit workers protest racist working conditions
WAShINgTON, DC, January 23—For two 

hours a multiracial group of 50 Metro transit 
workers and supporters, including members 
of Progressive Labor Party, held a picket line 
in front of Northern Bus Garage in Washing-
ton, DC.   With chants of “Workers united will 
never be defeated!” and “If we don’t get it, 
Shut It Down!,” Amalgamated Transit Union 
689 workers upped the ante in their contract 
struggle. Capitalism leaves workers no choice 
but to strike, even to keep gains that we had 
already won in the past, let alone to win new 
improvements. Only a communist system 
run by the working class would remove that 
necessity by ridding the world of bosses who 
profit from our labor.

The workers of the Metro Transit system 
have been without a union contract for over 
18 months. Management wants to impose a 
three-year wage freeze, increase our contri-
bution to our health insurance, and elimi-
nate Metro’s contribution to pensions for new 
employees. They hope to get away with this 
outrage by relying on racism directed against 
the largely Black workforce. But many white 
workers are also affected, and multiracial uni-
ty can defeat this attempt.

The Washington regional transit system 
serves DC, Maryland, and Virginia and needs 
a major overhaul. Years of deferred main-

tenance have caused breakdowns, deadly 
derailments, and smoke incidents. The lo-
cal governments refuse to tax the businesses 
that rely on transportation of their employees 
to pay for this maintenance, and instead cut 
workers’ wages and raise fares to make the 
working class pay. 

The action at Northern Garage is the first 
in a series of coming actions to prepare the 
members to fight back. The traitorous union 
leadership has assured management that this 
action would not lead to a strike. But the pick-
eting rank-and-file workers sent the opposite 
message, which is taking hold throughout the 
system.

Following the action, the workers debated 
whether to rely on local politicians to protect 
our interests (always a losing proposition) or 
to rely on ourselves, on other workers, and 
the riding public by organizing militant ac-
tions. PL’ers plan to increase the distribution 
of CHALLENGE among these groups to build 
the PLP at Metro and throughout the area. 
This will help answer this question in favor 
of a grassroots fightback and direct action. 
These are the building blocks of a revolution-
ary change to abolish capitalism and put the 
working class in the driver’s seat of a world-
wide communist system.J

called for encircling and confronting 
racist counter-protesters at any fu-
ture action. We also proposed that the 
march continue to take place in low-
income, working-class Black neigh-
borhoods on the periphery of this elite 
university, rather than downtown. A 
comrade joined other attendees in 
pointing out the importance of focus-
ing the protests on the Black and Latin 
working class, as these workers are the 
primary targets of the racist and sex-
ist attacks that are provoked by fascist 
mouthpieces like Bannon. Although 
the anti-racist struggle needs to be 
able to engage workers in downtown 
Chicago as well, it was telling that 
some liberal organizers placed a high-
er priority on bringing the struggle to 
this wealthier area.

Going further, a veteran comrade 
stressed the potential worldwide ef-
fectiveness of stopping Bannon here. 
The comrade cited a 1985 PLP ac-
tion at Northwestern University, 
where comrades threw red paint on 
Adolfo Calero, the murderous Nica-
raguan Contra leader. This comrade 
also pointed out the inverse relation-
ship between the strength of the anti-
fascist movement and the eventual 
strength of the fascist state. As we pre-
pare for revolution, we are saving the 
lives of millions of workers. What you 
do counts!

We also said the problem was 
much broader than Bannon or Trump, 
and that racist oppression worsens 
under liberals like Barack Obama. We 
must fight the entire capitalist system.

The Party will continue working 
with these students as we broaden 
our appeal to workers citywide to fight 
fascists like Bannon and the capitalist 
class that protects him.  Stay tuned!J

Continued from page 1

Ban Bannon

BALTIMORE, January 10—Activists and the fam-
ily of Tyrone West continue to see through the bosses’ 
attempted bribes as they held the 233rd West Wednes-
day rally. Held once a week without fail, ever since the 
police execution of Tyrone in July 2013, this week’s ral-
ly got an infusion of enthusiasm and energy from five 
dynamic members of a high school club.

Tonight’s protest was held right outside Northeast 
District – the police station at which Tyrone’s killers 
worked. One member of the student club kicked off 
the rally with a powerful mix of singing and spoken 
word. Later, after a strong speech by Tyrone’s sister, Ta-
wanda Jones, two other members of the club gave their 
own heartfelt speeches. And just after the rally, club 
members did a high-energy, impromptu freestyle rap, 
condemning injustice and upholding Tyrone’s name.

Holding these rallies unflaggingly for 233 weeks is 
a big deal. When families and friends of a worker killed 
by the police fight back, the bosses work hard to try 
to quiet them down, even paying out money. The West 
family rejected a potentially large settlement from Bal-
timore City – except for a portion specifically targeted 
to the children and grandchildren of Tyrone. Accepting 
that deal would have required agreement with a gag 
order, stipulating that family members could no long-
er say anything publicly about the horrific police mur-
der. Selflessly rejecting temptation, the family turned 
their backs on that payoff so they could continue to 

wage the long-term anti-
racist struggle for police 
accountability.

One of the key les-
sons from this struggle 
is the need for long-term 
commitment to the strug-
gle against racism, and 
against capitalism. Dec-
ades of Progressive Labor 
Party’s work with the high 
school club made it pos-
sible to give students this 
opportunity to participate 
in a fightback against rac-
ist kkkop murder.

The weekly participa-
tion of PLP in the West 
Wednesday rallies, and 
the regular distribution of 

CHALLENGE newspaper, has had a significant, posi-
tive influence on the ideas embraced by regular at-
tendees. As many PLers have in past West Wednesdays, 
a PLer spoke this evening, condemning capitalism as 
the root of police terror. Police accountability under 
capitalism, whatever that might mean, is not enough 
for workers. The role of police in this system is to keep 
workers in line and to keep them from being able to 
fight back against the exploitative, murderous nature 
of this system. The police can’t be “fixed” to make them 
nicer—it’s their job to terrorize!

The students, participating in their first West 
Wednesday, thought the rally was terrific, and said 
they’d be back. One of the students, a ninth-grader, 
said that her life’s goal is to be a fighter. Each of the 
students took a copy of CHALLENGE to bring home, 
and there was talk of perhaps incorporating one week’s 
West Wednesday into the club’s spring concert.

The working class needs masses of young people 
with this energy, and all workers, to see through to 
the essence of this system and fight back to ultimate-
ly smash capitalism. There are ups and downs in the 
struggle, as there was in the fight against slavery, over a 
span of several hundred years. But if the working class 
remains committed for the long haul, we will win!J

high school students energize 
West Wednesday rally
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No to Oakland A’s Stadium! fight racist displacement

National security law exposes capitalist dictatorship

OAKLAND—The owners of the Oakland A’s 
(Major          League Baseball team) had set their eyes on 
the Laney College site for a new stadium. To many, 
this was impending doom for the neighborhood 
and Laney Community College.

Many seemed resigned to hopelessness or 
dreamed about what they could gain from a sta-
dium deal. A fiery group of staff & students from 
Laney Community College and community groups 
organized against the capitalists and their admin-
istrative stooges. After over six months of fight-
back, the college bosses were forced to halt plans 
with Oakland A’s. 

Institutional Racism 
Crooked chancellor, Jowel C. Laguerre, and a 

native of Haiti, has a history of shifting moneys into 
his own pockets at Solano and Peralta Community 
Colleges with Measure B funds (tax money that was 
supposed to be used to hire more part-time teach-
ers). He met with the A’s  president, Dave Kaval, sev-

eral times to try and spur deals. The Chancellor 
tried to sell the bitter pill of a Coliseum takeover 
of Laney property with the sugar coating that this 
would bring more revenue to the “starving” Com-
munity College budgets. 

The A’s owner is John Fisher from the Fisher 
family, founders of the GAP clothing company. 
They are also the owners of the Mendocino Red-
wood Company, the lumber company in Northern 
California. The Fishers are players in the third most 
unaffordable housing market on the planet, San 
Francisco. They will be responsible for tenant evic-
tions and displacement of mainly Black, Latin, and 
Asian working-class people.  

The new Stadium will drive up the cost of living 
and housing for its current residents. It will spur 
the development of residential and commercial 
properties catered toward non-working-class peo-
ple. This is an ongoing trend of racist displacement 
throughout Oakland. 

Worker-Student  
Alliance Fight Back

An alliance of students, staff, and community 
members fought back. Because of collective or-
ganizing, hundreds attended the past four Board 
of Trustees meetings to give personal testimony 
to why the A’s deal was nothing more than a land 
grab and a push to gentrify the Oakland land next 
to Laney College. The organizing efforts included: 
emails, phone calls, classroom meetings and arti-
cles circulated about how stadiums damage work-
ing-class neighborhoods. 

While the Board sat perched like faux royalty, 
many antiracists spoke passionately about why 
Laney College and the surrounding community are 
a remaining oasis for the multiracial, immigrant 
working class in Oakland.

Speakers denounced the institutional racism 
of a Board decision or the Chancellor’s support for 
a deal that could lead the way to privatization of 
Laney College, which now serves a population that 
is mainly Black, Latin, Asian, immigrant and low-
income students. 

The A’s management wined and dined fans be-
fore the Board meeting and brought them to testify 
about how important the A’s were to Oakland. They 
also tried to sway people with stories of exception-
alism (rags to riches from Haiti) or stories of money 
for shrinking budgets.

But ultimately, these misleaders serve the rul-
ing class and use identity politics to confuse and 
conquer. We need to see those pretending to speak 
for the community, like the Chancellor tried to, as 
predatory servants of big money-capitalists.

After many months of struggle, the teachers 
union, PFT (Peralta Federation of Teachers), finally 
endorsed the fightback collective and said “NO” to 
the stadium deal. This was powerful. The PFT lead-
ership only acted after members pushed for it, after 
the anti-stadium collective pressured the union.

This working-class pressure from below forced 

MEXICO—The approval of the national secu-
rity law by both chambers of the legislature will en-
shrine the military’s role in law enforcement. This 
law, which was promoted by President Peña Nieto 
along with the consent of the Supreme Court, es-
tablishes the ability of the military to take over ci-
vilian law enforcement and exposes the power the 
capitalists have. It clearly shows we live in a dicta-
torship lead by oppressive billionaires who use de-
mocracy or fascism to guarantee the existence of 
their system of exploitation and profit.  

The law legalizes the military state imposed 
by Calderon when he was president. Solidifying 
the Mexican Army’s role as the frontline of fas-
cism. “Since Mexico launched its “war on drugs” in 
2006—with major deployments of the armed forc-
es to fight organized crime—more than 100,000 
people have been killed and more than 30,000 have 
gone missing. Homicide rates dropped in 2014 and 
2015, but have climbed steadily since, with 2017 
on track to be the deadliest year in Mexico in two 
decades”(Human Rights Watch 12/7/17).

On the imperialists interests in Mexico, Trump’s 
fuss at the beginning of his presidency about send-
ing troops to Mexico to control the drug cartels and 
possible terrorist threats shows that the U.S. wants 
a more fascist control of the population, and to 
guarantee control of its backyard.  This has become 
more pressing to the U.S. bosses with the increased 
presence of is world arch rival China, which has 
more and more investments in Latin America.  

Even though there were some capitalists and 

their institutions, intellectuals, artists and human 
rights organizations, like the useless UN who op-
posed to the law, the government still approved it. 
But, the workers know the capitalist class needs its 
legal system to protect the bosses interests when 
the workers try to fight its abuses. The history of 
the military’s attacks on workers is long. For exam-
ple: the mass murders in Tlatelolco in ’68 and El 
Halconazo in June 1971. The dirty war of the ‘70’s 
and ‘80’s. The systemic murder of dissident teach-
ers from the CNTE union and militant PRD base 
members. The repression of the Zapatista commu-
nities. The massacres in Aguas Blancas and Acteal. 
The brutal repression of the Oxaca Comuna. The 
murders in Tlatlaya and Tanhuato. The Ayotzinapa 
students disappearance. The criminal repression 
in Nochixtlan. 

Capitalism is a genocidal and murdering sys-
tem. It is a dictatorship that uses different forms 
of violence against its workers, the violence men-
tioned above and the violence of inequality and 
misery.  The bosses will use their state apparatus, 
its laws and repressive forces to defend itself.  We 
can’t make a system like this one fulfill the needs 
of the working class, that is an illusion. We need a 
communist revolution to end this capitalist dicta-
torship of a minority over the whole population.   

One sector of the capitalist class, including 
many of its intellectuals and artists, believe that 
capitalism can function democratically, they trust 
that the system can be more fair, and they have 
convinced millions of workers. One of the leaders 
of these ideas is López Obrador.  But it is a scam, 
capitalist dictatorship has a two face mask, one is 
fascist, the other democratic, using each one ac-
cording to its needs and class interests.  Behind the 
mask are the same class oppressors with their guns 
to our backs. 

All electoral candidates defend capitalists in-

terests; Jose Antonio Meade, Ricardo Anaya, López 
Obrador, Jaime Rodríguez “El Bronco” and Marga-
rita Zavala.  Not one is going to end the profit sys-
tem of exploitation, but they want us to believe that 
we have the power to decide who will govern us. 
Yet, in a system rigged against us, we are only free 
to choose the next oppressor. 

There is a difference with Mari Chuy, the Indig-
enous Council’s candidate. Much of the support for 
her represents resistance of our class to capitalist 
oppression, but her candidacy is a reflection of the 
wrong line. Her candidacy represents support for 
the capitalist framework on elections, autonomy, 
and nationalism within the leadership of the Zapa-
tista’s Army of National Liberation.  

During the debate on the new security law, 
many specialists and opposition leaders exposed 
how it violates the Constitution, but even in this 
exchange of ideas the fact that the bosses dictate 
the laws and modify them at will did not come up.  

One example of how laws are used is the energy 
reform law, approved along with several other re-
forms, it was the result of the work of the capitalist 
class since the De la Madrid presidency. The energy 
law, helped along over the years by even the most 
liberal administrations increased the ruling class’ 
control over the energy riches. While workers in 
Mexico suffered cuts in pay and a lengthening of 
the work week.

We have to fight against the National Security 
Law and all the injustices in the capitalist system.  
We have to be prepared for what this law has in 
store for the working class and be prepared to keep 
fighting and build a communist movement that will 
end the oppressive and enslaving capitalist system 
with a communist society of social equality.J

Continued on page 7

The law solidifies the 
Mexican Army’s role as the 

frontline of fascism



City University of New York (CUNY) made an 
agreement with the Professional Staff Congress un-
ion (PSC) about reduction in teaching load for full-
time faculty. While an improvement in the working 
conditions of full-time workers, it is also a prelude 
to increasing attacks on our job security. But most 
importantly, the workload reduction is a racist at-
tack on the 270,000 students, who are mostly Black, 
Latin, Asian, and undocumented. 

The reduction agreement reduces the annual 
teaching load by three credit hours, about one full 
course, across CUNY institutions. It will be phased 
in over three years, starting in the Fall of this year. 
This agreement will allegedly allow more free time 
for individual work with students, office hours, re-
search, and scholarship. 

Every decision made by college and/or union 
bosses must be viewed in light of how it affects 
students. Often the impact is clear: the policy of 
charging tuition simultaneously with the advent of 
open admissions; the subsequent tuition increas-
es; the weakening of education standards through 
Pathways, the trimming of financial aid, the in-
creasing use of adjuncts (non-tenured instructors). 
All of these decisions are racist attacks against our 
students. Other times it’s less evident, but the un-
relenting stream of racist attacks should inform the 
analysis of every CUNY decision.

an attack on students 
A decreased workload for professors means a 

higher work-and-stress load for students. Adjuncts 
will almost certainly teach the excess hours that 
full-timers no longer have to. There were no provi-
sions or guarantees in the agreement that the ex-
cess hours be taught by full-time instructors. CU-
NY’s goal of increasing the percentage of courses 
taught by adjuncts is clear, and their history is well 
documented.

The poverty-level wages paid to adjuncts means 
they have to teach on multiple campuses, while 
also working as Uber drivers, or waiting tables, or 
selling their blood plasma, and all the things that 
poverty-stricken workers are forced to do. No pro-
fessor can be expected to teach effectively under 
these conditions. The instructors’ working and liv-
ing conditions are students’ learning conditions. 

What does this mean for students needing of-
fice hours and/or advisement? To the extent that 
the mostly Black, Latin and immigrant youth are 
even afforded higher education in the U.S., they 

are in classrooms led by these super-exploited fac-
ulty. Students today are effectively paying more 
for less—less education, less student services and 
resources, and less of a job prospect after college. 
“While college tuition surged from 2003 to 2013 by 
94 percent at public institutions and 74 percent at 
private, nonprofit schools, and student debt has 
climbed to over $1.2 trillion, much of that money 
has been going to ensure higher pay for a burgeon-
ing legion of bureaucrats” (The Atlantic, 9/15/15). 

No guarantees to increase full-
timers

The liberal leadership of the PSC union shares 
the blame for failing to guarantee to cover excess 
hours with more full-time faculty. 

CUNY’s working-class students need guaran-
tees that a reduced teaching load reduction means 
more attention to students without increasing 
workload on adjuncts. Since the union leadership 
is unwilling to wage the reform struggle necessary, 
waging this struggle all the more requires building 
a mass Progressive Labor Party with communist 
leadership hailing from the students and rank-and-
file faculty. That means exposing that negotiations 
benefiting one sector of our class, like workload 
reduction, amidst many-sided attacks on students 
and adjuncts, are no “victories” at all. 

Connect campus struggle  
to imperialism

We cannot underestimate what tremendous 
tools these “attacks-as-victories” are to the capi-
talist class. Handing out crumbs to some workers 
at the expense of others pits workers against one 
another. The Wall Street bosses running CUNY 
know they can pit students against faculty, and pit 
full-time faculty against part-time. These divisions 
weaken our class, just like storm clouds of imperi-
alist wars and fascism, are growing. 

The history of liberal reforms of capitalism has 
exposed itself to be deceitful and short-lived—the 
needs of workers and students cannot and will not 
be met under capitalism, let alone at negotiating 
tables, or voting for Democrats at the ballot box. In 
the richest city of the richest country in the world, 
the working class continues to be beat down. 
CUNY workers and students, already targets of vi-
ciously racist capitalist attacks, are being set up for 
worsening education, racist unemployment, more 

police terror, war, and fascism.

Join PLP and fight for more than just crumbs. 
Fight for more than incremental improvements in 
working conditions that are mirrored with racist 
attacks against our students. Fight for more than 
bandages on the gaping wound that is global capi-
talism. 

Our fight is to destroy this system and replace it 
with communism, where all workers and students 
will live, work, study, and play from a place of free-
dom. It is the freedom to recognize our class needs 
and collectively act towards meeting those needs. 
Join our fight for better learning conditions for 
students, smash the two-tier wage system, while 
organizing students and coworkers to fight for the 
communist system our international working class 
deserves.J
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CUNY’S teaching load reduction hurts students

The PSC union bosses, along with the college 
bosses, systemically upload a two-tier wage sys-
tem that run on the backs on the mainly women 
and nonwhite adjunct labour. The proletarian-
ization of academic faculty with contingent and 
poverty-waged professors has long been a clear 
goal of the U.S. ruling class. 

The Atlantic published findings that we knew 
all along—“state schools with the highest-paid 
presidents seem to be offsetting their adminis-
trative bloat with cheaper labor… The tempo-
rary status and low income of adjunct profes-
sors can make it difficult for them to provide 
quality instruction and support to their students” 
(9/24/15). Around the country, about 75 percent 
of college faculty are adjuncts, and 25 percent of 
those adjuncts are on public assistance to keep 
afloat. The unions representing them and/or full-
time faculty have been unable or unwilling to 
stem the tide. 

Having adjunct and full-time faculty is a two-
tier wage system that drives a wedge between 
workers. These divisions weakens our collective 
power, opening us to attack by CUNY on other 
fronts. Combined with the body-blow that public 
sector unions are about to receive from the Janus 
Supreme Court decision, the jobs of all CUNY fac-
ulty are placed under greater threat.

fight the two-tier wage system

Ines Weiner, a beloved math teacher in the New 
York public schools and a revolutionary commu-
nist with Progressive Labor Party (PLP), died on 
January 16 after a year-long battle with cancer. She 
was only 61 years old. In her last week, over a hun-
dred people visited her hospital bed. 

Politicized at an early age in the Dominican Re-
public, Ines graduated from Walton High School in 
the Bronx and got her degree in math at Lehman 
College, where she began Party organizing. She 
was known for her fighting spirit first as a student, 
and then as a teacher she was popular with her stu-
dents, who often sought her out for help. 

Her family remembers her as someone who 
valued growth—of a flower in her garden, a child, 
a husband, a comrade, a communist party. They 
say she knew struggle—through all the anger, frus-
tration and tears—was growth. Though capitalism 
failed Ines like many millions of others, she knew 
that communism would eventually destroy it. Her 
family will miss her and remember her as someone 
who showed them and many others how to strug-
gle, grow, and win. As she wished, they intend to 
scatter her ashes at abolitionist John Brown’s grave.

”La Maestra, Luchando,  
También Está Educando” 

As an active PLP teacher in the Bronx, Ines was 
critical to many political struggles. First, she fought 
against police terror. When Jose Luis Zarate, a 
young unarmed worker from Mexico, was gunned 
down on the job by the KKKops, Ines helped the 
family see why they should take to the streets with 
a group of victims’ parents and PLP. A few months 
later in 1999, ten blocks from where Zarate was 

murdered, Amadou Diallo, another young un-
armed worker from Guinea, was shot 41 times by 
the NYPD, and Ines was key to PLP’s launching the 
first demonstration against one of the most infa-
mous of New York racist police killings. In 2012, 
she helped the Party organize against the murder 
of Ramarley Graham. Ines was clear that there will 
never be justice for the working class under capi-
talism. 

Second, Ines struggled on the job. She believed 
students should “fight to learn and learn to fight.” 
She created math lessons that taught her students 
the system of capitalist inequality. When she spoke 
at union meetings, everybody listened. When her 
large school was being restructured, her organizing 
infuriated the school bosses. As Ines neared retire-
ment, morale at her school was so low that staff no 
longer held celebrations. They made an exception, 
however, for Ines—a grand retirement party of 100 
staff members. 

Third, she was a communist organizer. Ines was 
a collective base-builder: she knew how to work 
jointly with other comrades to help build a wider 
base for the Party, spending many hours with them 

visiting the families of their students, or form-
ing friendships with those they brought to Party 
events. Ines helped build the Party among many 
people, such as the Bronx Stella D’oro biscuit com-
pany strikers. 

Boston: ”Death to the Fascists!”
Ines also took part in the 1975 PLP Boston Sum-

mer project, showing great courage in the face of 
the vicious racists of the anti-busing movement. 
In 2002, Ines went to Boston with other NY com-
rades to help shut down a Nazi meeting scheduled 
to take place at the Wakefield Public Library. PLP 
set up a militant picket line and Ines helped lead 
our action, hitting a Nazi over the head with a stick. 
She was charged with assault and battery, and a 
long court case ensued with her teaching license 
and pension at risk. The party built a strong legal 
defense that eventually won the case. Ines came up 
to Boston for many court dates, and became com-
rades forever with her Boston family. Her commu-
nist courage made that day in Wakefield a victory 
for the working class. 

haiti: When the Trees Marched
Ines came from the Dominican side of His-

paniola and belied in unity with workers in Haiti. 
Our Haitian comrades loved her for overcoming 
the bitter history of Haitian-Dominican relations, 
poisoned by the bosses of both sides. Once, on 
an afternoon swim in that sea which had been a 
graveyard of slaves, the swimmers of different na-
tions and colors floating over the swells seemed to 
promise the future Ines dreamed and fought for.

In Memoriam: Ines Weiner
Bella ciao, comrade! We will 

continue the struggle for 
communism, and through 

the struggle, you will live on. 

Continued on page 7



Rallies vs. Bosses’ Slaughter 
of Muslim Workers in Yemen

Nothing exposes the vicious, racist brutality of  im-
perialist rivalry like the genocidal civil war in Yemen. 
The U.S. is supporting Saudi Arabia to keep Yemen 
and its oil out of  the hands of  Iran. Meanwhile, over 
100,000 children have been killed, famine is wide-
spread, and there is the worst cholera epidemic in 
modern history. 

On January 30 there were two demonstrations 
in New York City protesting these murderous acts 
by the U.S. government against Muslims. About 50 
people, outside the offices of  Senators Gillibrand and 
Schumer, demanded an end to US complicity with the 
Saudi Arabian bombing campaign in Yemen. There 
were members present of  the NYC Action Corps, the 
United Auto Workers union, the Professional Staff  
Congress of  CUNY, Jewish Voices for Peace and 
other organizations, but thankfully no politician’s rep-
resentative deigned to speak to the crowd. We don’t 
need politicians promoting themselves and voting as 
solutions to these imperialist wars. We need more and 
more people building a mass movement against these 
imperialist wars that are leading us ever closer to a 
world war, likely with nuclear weapons.

An hour later, about 100 protestors, including the 
Arab-American Association, gathered in Washing-
ton Square Park against Trumps Muslim ban, where 
speakers told tales of  family separation and inability 
to find sanctuary from oppression.

Challenges were distributed at both rallies and 
a few new friends were made. Let’s get more of  our 
friends to turn these wars between imperialist powers 
into a revolutionary class war for communism, a sys-
tem run by and for the working class.

HHHHH

Disagreement over Union 
Leadership

I disagree with the CUNY article (1/10). The ar-
ticle presents the Bronx rally as being opposed to the 
leadership that called the December 4 event. 

The author makes a big deal out a tactical issue: 
whether to have rallies on individual campuses or have 
a city-wide demonstration of  hundreds of  members 
and supporters that marched to the CUNY Board of  
Trustees hearing. The union leadership is not “leading 
us to passivity and to accepting, rather than fighting, 
the terrible conditions that we face.” Passive leaders 
don’t call for rallies and marches at all. And passive 
leaders also don’t call for $7,000 a course for adjuncts, 
which would more than double their salaries and 
would be unprecedented at a public university. 

It is true that one speaker in the Bronx raised the 
issue of  striking, which would be a violation of  the 
Taylor Law and subject the PSC to massive fines. The 
article’s implicit suggestion that it’s only the leaders 
preventing a strike is misleading.

The article is so intent on lambasting the union 
“bosses” that it neglects to say a word about the main 
obstacle to obtaining better conditions at CUNY for 
both employees and students: the capitalists and the 
politicians who work for them. Although NYC is the 
home to more billionaires than any other city on earth, 
CUNY is starved of  funds and the PSC is confronting 
the following reality:

• The Governor, Andrew Cuomo, recently vetoed 
a bill that would have provided millions more in fund-
ing for CUNY, and he has engineered a state budget 
deficit of  $4.5 billion, so he’ll be able to say he has no 
money to raise the salaries of  adjuncts. 

• Trump’s federal tax bill and budget will result in 
serious losses of  revenue to NYS.

The author might have provided a serious critique 
of  the leadership strategy, but chose to make unfair 
accusations instead, even ludicrously suggesting that 
PSC leaders are “capitalists of  one stripe or another.” 
This is sectarianism at its worse. 

CHALLENGE RESPONSE: You’re correct in criticiz-
ing the emphasis placed on tactical disagreements. The article 
would’ve been stronger had it described how PLP is building 
a strategic alternative for communist revolution, and how 
that informed their tactical criticism of  the PSC.

However, the point of  the article is that PLP is building 
the only alternative to capitalism—not how “active” the PSC 
leaders are in calling for this and that. Why take such offense 
to an attack on union bosses? PL’ers are hardly the only peo-
ple to criticize the union for being passive—just ask CUNY 
adjuncts and students. Our criticism comes from a place of  
understanding a hard lesson from the old communist move-
ment: liberal bosses, which include union misleaders, are the 
working class’s main danger. 

PLP fights to earn the mass leadership of  students, work-
ers, and faculty on the road to communism. PL’ers organize 
on campuses and in unions like the PSC, join antiracist fights 
against budget cuts and tuition increases. We use CHAL-
LENGE to build communist ideas like workers’ power, and 
the necessity of  strikes and breaking the bosses’ laws to train 
our class for revolutionary struggles. 

Class struggles sometimes result in important, but tempo-
rary, gains like reforms and liberal unions. But only a mass 
PLP can lead our class to communism. Struggling for that 
isn’t sectarian. On the contrary, it would be dishonest to sell 
CHALLENGE readers the false idea of  PSC union excep-
tionalism.
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 LETTERS We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters and articles 
about their experiences fighting the bosses worldwide.

The latest book on Leon Trotsky’s  
collaboration with fascists.

 At the Moscow Trials of  1937 and 1938, some 
of  Leon Trotsky’s followers accused Trotsky of  se-
cretly conspiring with Nazi Germany and fascist 
Japan. 

Since Nikita Khrushchev’s “Secret Speech” of  
1956 attacking Stalin, these charges have been rou-
tinely dismissed as false by Soviet, Russian, and 
Western historians. But we know now that Khrush-
chev was lying!

Grover Furr asks the question: What is the evi-
dence that Trotsky conspired with the Germans and 
Japanese? How should this evidence be analyzed 
and interpreted? In this book, Furr conducts an 
objective study of  the evidence. He concludes that 
Trotsky did indeed collaborate with the Germans 
and Japanese. 

The proof  that Trotsky was guilty of  collabo-
ration with the Nazis and Japanese dramatically 
changes our understanding of  Soviet history of  the 
1930s and of  Joseph Stalin’s role.

New book: Leon Trotsky’s Collaboration with Germany & Japan

It’s $25, plus $5 for shipping and handling. Send your order and a 
check to Challenge Periodicals, PO Box 808, Brooklyn NY 11202.



Bush-Obama-Trump’s 17-year-war on 
Afghanistan continues 

NYT, 1/30/18 — In coming months,…American 
troops in Afghanistan will grow to…15,000….4,000 
will have been sent under President Trump’s war 
strategy….in a war that began with airstrikes and 
a few hundred Special Operations forces in 2001, 
and…later saw as many as 100,000 troops de-
ployed….

American optimism goes all the way back to 
Nov. 17, 2001, when Laura Bush, then the first lady, 
said the Taliban “is now in retreat across much of 
the country….At the time, American troops had 
been in Afghanistan for a month. And just days into 
2002…the first American soldier [was] killed….fol-
lowed by…2,215 more….

Three months after[wards], Condoleeza Rice,…
White House national security advisor, declared 
that “the Taliban regime has been routed….”

A year later…Donald Rumsfeld said the main 
war effort was ending….He called most of Afghani-
stan “secure….”

Still, days before he left office, President George 
Bush…on Dec. 16, 2008…[told] troops that “the 
Taliban is gone from power, and it’s not coming 
back.”

Except the Taliban had already returned. In July 
2008, the group bombed the Indian Embassy in Ka-
bul, killing 58. Nine American troops died the same 
month in an attack on a NATO base….But Ameri-
can commanders were still predicting victory….

President Obama authorized sending 17,000 
more troops….And by December, Obama agreed 
to a surge of an additional 30,000 troops in Afghan-
istan….The Taliban kept up its onslaught….Mili-
tary bases at Bagram and Kandahar were attacked 
in 2010 and a NATO convoy in Kabul was bombed, 
killing 18….

…An estimated 100,000 United States troops 
were in Afghanistan at the peak of war opera-
tions….In 2015….the Taliban soon overran Kun-

duz — the first…take over [of] a major city since 
2001….By the end of 2016, General Nicholson, the 
current war commander….ordered the dropping 
of the “mother of all bombs” — the most powerful 
conventional bomb in the American arsenal — on 
eastern Afghanistan.

In November, General Nicholson delivered an-
other bright update….”The Taliban cannot win….
Their choices are to reconcile, live in irrelevance or 
die.”

The[y]…chose a different option. The Taliban 
launched a bloody 15-hour siege on a major hotel 
in Kabul last week, killing 22. On Saturday, at least 
95 people died when an ambulance packed with 
explosives blew up on a busy street in the capital….
The United States military alone dropped more 
than 4,000 bombs across Afghanistan in 2017.

U.S. poverty matches the world’s worst
NYT, 1/25 — …When we compare absolute 

poverty in the United States with absolute poverty 
in India and other poor countries, we should be us-
ing $4 in the United States and $1.90 in India….

There are 5.3 million Americans who are ab-
solutely poor by global standards….more than in 
Nepal (2.5 million)….

It is precisely the cost and difficulty of housing 
that makes for so much misery for so many Ameri-
cans, and it is precisely these costs that are missed 
in the…global counts….The essentials of health 
are more likely to be lacking for poorer Americans 
and there are places — the Mississippi Delta and 
much of Appalachia — where life expectancy is 
lower than in Bangladesh and Vietnam.

Many Americans, especially whites with no 
more than a high school education, have seen 
worsening health:…this group life expectancy is 
falling; mortality rates from drugs, alcohol and sui-
cide are rising….

There are millions of Americans whose suf-
fering, through material poverty and poor health, 
is bad or worse than that of poor people in Africa 
or Asia….It is time to stop thinking that only non-
Americans are truly poor….especially when they 
are as destitute as the world’s poorest people.

Deadly fires still trapping exploited 

workers in ‘democratic’ India
NYT, 1/22 — A fire at an industrial building on 

the outskirts of New Delhi broke out as workers 
were stuffing gunpowder into firecrackers, trap-
ping many of them on the factory’s upper floors as 
it spread, leaving at least 17 dead.

The laborers were paid only a few dollars a day 
to work in harsh conditions and at least 10…who 
died…were women….Frequent fires are a…reality 
in India’s urban areas…including ones manufac-
turing shoes and plastics catch fire with…regular-
ity….

The building that went up in flames…in Bawa-
na, an industrial area outside New Delhi, had no 
clear safety arrangements….Many factories have 
shifted to…industrial clusters like the one in Bawa-
na…where they often employ low-wage workers 
from neighboring states….The presence of explo-
sives in the building may have accelerated…[the 
fire’s] spread….

“We did not find any fire safety arrangements 
in the building,”…said [the chief fire officer].

Israel’s fascist rulers:  
assassinators-in-chief

NYT, 2/1/18 — Book review — “Rise and Kill 
First: The Secret History of Israel’s Targeted Assas-
sinations; by Ronen Bergman.

“Since World War II, Israel has assassinated 
more people than any other country in the West-
ern World….” Belligerent Ariel Sharon…as an army 
commander,…as minister of defense and as prime 
minister. Bergman describes Sharon as a “pyro-
maniac” and obsession with killing Yasir Arafat…
verging on monomaniacal. In his hunt for Arafat, 
Sharon almost had the Mossad shoot down a plane 
of 30 wounded Palestinian children by mistake; 
he even countenanced…downing…a commercial 
airliner if Arafat were on it….”an intentional war 
crime….”

 Israel [is] getting more…ruthlessly efficient….]
It is]now capable of planning four or five “intercep-
tions” a day. “You get used to killing. Human life 
becomes something plain, easy to dispose of. You 
spend a quarter of an hour, 20 minutes, on who to 
kill”…[said] Ami Ayalon,…head of [domestic secu-
rity] Shin Bet in the late ’90s.

Below are excerpts from mainstream 
newspapers that may be of use for our 
readers. Abbreviations: NYT=New York 
Times, GW=Guardian Weekly,  
LAT=Los Angeles Times
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the Board of Trustees to instruct 
Chancellor Laguerre to stop deal-
making conversations with the A’s. 
Yet, even after the Board of Trus-
tees officially voted, the Chancellor 
made sure to mention to the San 
Francisco Chronicle “the door is 
never closed” on such deals. 

Within a week of this victory, 
the Oakland Unified School District 
elected Board (k-12) voted to cut $9 
million from the mid-year school 
budget over the protest of hundreds 
of teachers, students, parents and 
community. The racist dismantling 
of public education continues. 

PLP members and others re-
sponded from the knowledge that 
deal or no deal, the current trend is 
one of dismantling public education 
for the multiracial working-class 
students at Laney. 

Mobilization and  
Lessons

It was everyday workers (espe-
cially a multiracial group of women), 
students, and staff that had the most 
to lose who showed up and spurred 

each other on to fight. Through the 
struggle, individuals gained confi-
dence in their ability to contribute.

During the fight back, there were 
efforts made to formalize the organ-
izing coalition, but those who con-
tinued to fight, refused to let a hier-
archy of leadership form. People in 
the coalition stressed the need for 
collective responsibility and to in-
stead allow for informal parings and 
groupings to fuel the fire. 

This was a positive environ-
ment to bring up how a communist 
collective society could function, 
a place where the motivation was 
“serve the people” not “what’s in it 
for me.”

The Oakland A’s team colors of 
green and yellow do not represent 
the working class. Instead, let us 
cheer for everyday workers, our-
selves, to have a healthy, educated, 
meaningful, collective life. That 
color is revolutionary red.

PLP members aim to build a 
movement and a Party for a com-
munist society. We have confidence 
that the working class will destroy 
capitalism and create and rule a so-
ciety with no borders. Join us.J

A hunger strike by a protest-
ing high-school teacher gathered 
union teachers in support. He lay 
half-dead on a concrete floor and 
Ines whispered that we had to put 
a stop to this. We tried, but it was 
not in our hands. We marched in the 
streets and headed for the Educa-
tion Department with our demands. 
Teachers flanked and led students 
as though on a school trip, but this 
was an unauthorized march which 
stopped traffic for over an hour as 
hundreds of us crowded through 
the dust and mud and noise, swept 
along by the memory of the man 
lying on the schoolroom floor to 
protest with his life. We all carried 
branches the children had pulled 
from trees to act as flags and ban-
ners. The trees marched. The trees 
marched, the children danced and 
sang, and there was Ines waving her 
branch, and there she will always 
be for us, in the streets of the whole 
world, in the struggle of all the work-
ers, among the children, with the 
teachers, singing for liberation.

Bella Ciao, Comrade 
Ines had the inspiring life of a 

comrade so able in working for our 
class, and so human with everyone, 
including your second family of 
comrades spread around the globe. 

Ines, you loved nothing more than 
to speak with us, to struggle with us, 
to eat with us. Students who came to 
be tutored, family stopping by, com-
rades in a struggle or just there to 
talk. A house of love, comradeship, 
and food. Bella ciao, comrade! We 
will continue the struggle for com-
munism, and through the struggle, 
you will live on.J

Continued from page 4

No to Oakland A’s Stadium In Memoriam: Ines
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This is  part of an extensive series 
about the Bolshevik Revolution and 
the triumphs, as well as the defeats, 
of the world communist movement 
of the 20th century. We welcome your 
comments and criticisms, and encour-
age all readers to discuss this period of 
history with their friends, classmates, 
co-workers, family, and comrades.

The bosses need to be afraid 
of the truth about the glorious 
achievements of the working class, 
particularly those achieved under 
communist leadership. One such 
achievement, which became the 
turning point of World War II, was the 
crushing defeat of the fascist German 
armies by the communist-led Soviet 
Red Army at Stalingrad on February 
2, 1943.

As the 75th anniversary of this ti-
tanic battle – in which the Soviet Red 
Army, under communist leadership, 
smashed the supposedly “invinci-
ble” Nazi Wehrmacht (army), we can 
expect the capitalist media either to 
ignore this victory, or to slander and 
lie about it, to try to diminish its sig-
nificance.

Battle of Stalingrad  
begins nazi defeat

With the Red Army’s victory at 
Stalingrad, the Nazi military tide was 
decisively rolled back. Even an anti-
communist and reactionary politi-
cian like Winston Churchill – a mass 
murderer himself – was forced to ad-
mit that Stalingrad was the bedrock 
on which the fate of the war, and the 

world, rested. 

On the eve of the battle the Nazis 
occupied an area of the Soviet Union 
that contained 40 percent of the pre-
war Soviet population and almost 50 
percent of its industrial and agricul-
tural capacity. The first wave of Nazi 
bombers struck Stalingrad on August 
23, 1942. 

The Nazis didn’t spare any build-
ing in the city. But the Red Army 
turned every destroyed house and 
cellar into a battlefield. A workers’ 
militia was organized and fought 
from behind the piles of rubble in the 
streets while continuing to operate 
the machines in the tractor and Red 
October factories. These factories 
continued to produce throughout the 
entire battle! The tanks rolled off the 
assembly lines straight into the battle 
to defend the workers.

The fascists had a two to one su-

periority in armaments and troops. 
Soviet supply lines across the Volga 
River were continually attacked by 
Nazi artillery and aircraft. But the 
gritty defenders hung on, build-
ing by building, floor by floor.  Not 
a yard was given up without a fight. 
For instance, it took two Nazi battal-
ions – about 2,000 men – five days to 
dislodge 48 Soviet soldiers from the 
grain elevators. And this only after 
most of the defenders were dead and 
the rest had no ammunition or food.

Stalingrad and  
revolution

Stalingrad had a special place in 
the hearts of Soviet workers. Here, 
in 1918, the Red Army, under Stalin’s 
leadership, defeated the White (anti-
communist) army of General Deni-
kin. The city known then as Tsaritsyn 
was renamed Stalingrad on April 10, 
1925, in recognition of Stalin’s role. 
(Stalin himself opposed renaming 
the city after himself.)

The decision to hold Stalingrad at 
any cost was part of a brilliant strat-
egy to force a German concentration 
on the city, enabling the Red Army 
to launch a counter-attack against 
the Nazis’ weaker northern and east-
ern flanks. This Soviet attack came 
on November 19, 1942. In just three 
days, two rings of iron were formed 
behind the German forces – they had 
been encircled, their road of supplies 
and retreat cut off. Close to 300,000 
fascist troops were trapped. Those 
who had come to smother the flower 
of the Russian Revolution were them-
selves crushed against this rock.

The Nazi defeat at Stalingrad dealt 
a crippling blow to its war machine. 
Between August, 1942, and February, 
1943, casualties of the fascist forces -- 
the German army and its allies, Ital-
ian, Hungarian, Romanian, Spanish, 
and others – were 1.5 million, about 
15 percent of its total forces. A half-
year’s production of tanks, guns, and 
airplanes was lost in the battle.

From that point on, the fascist 
army was never again able to go on 
the strategic offensive.

Workers defend  
their revolution

The battles of Kursk, Orel (Oryol), 
Belorussia, and the Vistula (Poland) 
followed in succession, ending with 
the surrender of Berlin, capital of 
Germany, to the Red Army on May 
8, 1945. Humanity was finally freed 
from the Hitlerite yoke.

What was the secret behind this 
Soviet success? The crucial factor was 
that the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 
had introduced elements of commu-
nism into Soviet society. Soviet work-
ers did not have to defend the inter-
ests of “their” bosses against German 
bosses, as was the case with France, 
Holland, Belgium, Norway, and all 
the other Allies. Soviet workers were 
defending something of their own. As 
a mother defends her baby, they were 
defending their own beloved creation 
– a society with communist elements.

However, it is clear that this socie-
ty also had many capitalist elements. 
These had the effect of weakening the 
Red Army and the fight against fas-
cism. Due to pressure from officers, 
ranks were re-introduced in 1937. Be-
fore that, everyone from the topmost 
general to any ordinary soldier was 
simply “comrade.” 

Nationalist elements were 
brought in, seemingly to reinforce 
the Army’s fighting spirit. For a 
country that had heralded the world 
revolution and was a beacon to revo-
lutionaries the world over, this was 
a decidedly backward step. It un-
dermined the internationalist, anti-
fascist spirit. Nationalism caused the 
war to be renamed the Great Patriotic 
(or Fatherland) War.

Stalingrad: still a  
symbol of struggle 

against fascism
Yet Stalingrad remains the sym-

bol of unflinching struggle against 
capitalism. When, after Stalin’s death 
in 1953, open capitalist measures 
were introduced in the Soviet Union, 
reinstituting private property (the 
Machine-Tractor Stations sold to the 
collective farms), the name “Stalin-
grad” was changed to “Volgograd.”

Yet the history of Stalingrad re-
mains! Undefeated and uncon-
quered, it fought and thrived thanks 
to the best of humanity. There flour-
ished the sense of egalitarianism and 
comradeship, of courage and deter-
mination, of uncompromising ha-
tred against oppression and bound-
less love for fellow workers – the true 
communist spirit. Stalingrad means 
steadfast struggle against exploiters. 
This spirit is alive and kicking in eve-
ry red slogan on every revolutionary 
banner, in every raised fist. 

As the working people of the 
world fight against capitalist oppres-

sion, there will be more Stalingrads.J
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