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SACRAMENTO, CA, June 23—At the State 
Capitol today, the communist Progressive Labor 
Party physically whipped the local Nazi scum 
while bringing red leadership to a mass of anti-
racists. 

The white-supremacist Traditionalist Worker 
Party (TWP) and their arch-racist honcho, Mat-
thew Heimbach (described by the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center as “the new face of hate”), made 
the grave mistake of trying to rally by the Capitol 
building. In concert with dozens of anti-fascists, 
a PLP contingent ran toward the fascists to stop 
them in their tracks. The first clash left three anti-
fascists with stab wounds but sent the cowardly 
racists running. 

Based on our Party’s collective experience 
against similar cockroaches in Anaheim in Febru-
ary and in Charleston, South Carolina last sum-
mer, our comrades used wooden poles because 
we assumed the fascists might have knives. We 
were correct—and the poles punished the fascist 
scum. We pursued them down the street, beat 
them three more times and busted their car win-
dows. The fascist TWP members were bloodied 
and defeated!

PLP understands that mass, organized revo-
lutionary violence will be necessary for the work-
ing class to seize state power from the capitalist 
bosses. For now, we must treat opportunities to 
confront racist terrorists as training for the revolu-
tionary period in the future.

Expose Racism, Long March to 
Communism

Before the planned TWP rally, a multiracial 

communist contingent of 18 PL comrades—stu-
dents, workers, and retirees; women and men; 
Black, Latin, and white—marched onto the Capi-
tol lawn, chanting, “Death, death, death to the 
Nazis! Power, power, power to the workers!” The 
presence of PLP was well-received by the many 

different anti-fascist groups along the sidewalk. 
As the PL’ers distributed CHALLENGE and leaf-

lets, an anti-fascist leader approached us and ex-
plained their main goal: to stop the fascists from 

Communists 2, Fascists 0

Reds Beat 
Nazi Scum

Continued on page 5

Communists and friends beat Nazi vermin. The red flag served many purposes.
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OUR FIGHT 

 

LProgressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship 
of the capitalist class. We organize work-
ers, soldiers and youth into a revolutionary 
movement for communism. 

w the dictatorship of the working class — 
communism — can provide a lasting solution 
to the disaster that is today’s world for bil-
lions of people. This cannot be done through 
electoral politics, but requires a revolution-
ary movement and a mass Red Army led by 
PLP.

LWorldwide capitalism, in its relentless 
drive for profit, inevitably leads to war, fas-
cism, poverty, disease, starvation and envi-
ronmental destruction. The capitalist class, 
through its state power — governments, 
armies, police, schools and culture — main-
tains a dictatorship over the world’s work-
ers. The capitalist dictatorship supports, 
and is supported by, the anti-working-class 
ideologies of racism, sexism, nationalism, 
individualism and religion.

LWhile the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism 
is the real failure for billions worldwide. 
Capitalism returned to Russia and China 
because socialism retained many aspects of 
the profit system, like wages and privileges. 
Russia and China did not establish commu-
nism.

LCommunism means working collectively to 
build a worker-run society. We will abolish 
work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment,  
communism needs everyone to contribute 
and share in society’s benefits and burdens.

LCommunism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses rac-
ism to super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and 
indigenous workers, and to divide the entire 
working class.

LCommunism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women — sexism — and 
divisive gender roles created by the class 
society.

LCommunism means abolishing nations 
and nationalism. One international working 
class, one world, one Party.

LCommunism means that the minds of 
millions of workers must become free from 
religion’s false promises, unscientific think-
ing and poisonous ideology. Communism will 
triumph when the masses of workers can 
use the science of dialectical materialism to 
understand, analyze and change the world 
to meet their needs and aspirations.

LCommunism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions 
of workers — eventually everyone — must 
become communist organizers. Join Us!
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WHO WRITES FOR CHALLENGE?
The fact that CHALLENGE/PLP articles 

are not signed grows from PLP’s criticism of 
the cult of the individual in the former socialist 
Soviet Union and China. We do not want to en-
courage the possibility of building up a “follow-
ing” around any particular individual.

While an article may be written by one 
person, the final version is based on collective 
discussion and criticism. Many times this col-
lective discussion even precedes an individual’s 
writing of an article.

For workers, the June 23 Brexit referendum—
for Great Britain to leave the European Union—
was a lose-lose scenario, a fight between two 
camps of rapacious, racist capitalist bosses. At the 
same time, the anti-EU vote reflects workers’ disaf-
fection with the decaying profit system, a big set-
back for U.S. rulers in their inter-imperialist com-
petition with Russia and China—and another step 
toward global instability and World War III. 

Formally established in 1993, the EU grew out 
of the post-World War II order imposed by U.S. 
capitalism in its Cold War against the Soviet Union. 
Alongside institutions like NATO, the World Bank, 
and the International Monetary Fund, the EU al-
lied with U.S. imperialism and helped project U.S. 
economic power. More recently, U.S. rulers’ efforts 
to impose their will on the world—and preserve 
their control over cheaply extracted oil in the Mid-
dle East—have led to grossly mismatched wars 
against small-power regimes in Iraq and Libya. 

In wars hot and cold, Great Britain (also known 
as the United Kingdom, or UK) has been U.S. im-
perialism’s most faithful ally. For more than two 
decades, the UK has played a vital role for the U.S. 
ruling class in convincing other EU members to 
support wars in the Middle East and beyond. It 
has sent troops to support NATO missions in Africa 
and Eastern Europe (Foreign Policy, 6/16), and is a 
reliable partner in the U.S. bosses’ intelligence and 
surveillance operations.

Russia Gains at U.S. Expense
While the Brexit vote may not alter the commit-

ment of key British ruling-class forces to continue 
to play that role (forbes.com 6/24), it removes the 
most reliable ally of U.S. imperialism from a posi-
tion of influence inside the European Union. Be-
fore the Brexit vote, Great Britain was one of the 
most persistent voices pushing the EU to lay sanc-
tions on Russia for its invasion of Ukraine, despite 
sizable Russian holdings of London real estate and 
a presence in the London financial sector (ope-
neurope.org).

In short, Brexit weakens the EU and embold-
ens Russia. According to a Twitter post by Michael 
McFaul, a former U.S. ambassador to Russia, “Putin 
benefits from a weaker Europe. UK vote makes EU 
weaker. It’s just that simple” (@McFaul, 6/24).

Even if the UK ruling class succeeds in ignor-
ing the referendum or declaring it null and void 
for constitutional reasons (New York Times, 6/27), 
Europe may be beginning to fracture. The bailout 
of Greece and the Syrian refugee crisis have put 
a number of national ruling classes in survival 
mode. Border fences go up while Germany tries to 
hold it all together. 

Most of the City, London’s Wall Street, sided 
with the “Remain” camp—including leading mem-
bers of the Rothschild family, the British financier 
equivalent of the Rockefellers. But it appears that 
a lesser wing of the British ruling class – with Rus-
sian backing –has organized a movement around 
the opposite view. Russia’s English-language me-
dia outlets have mocked the EU as chaotic and re-
strictive for its member states, rhetoric that fed the 
“Leave” forces. Leaders of the Britain National Par-
ty and Britain First, far-right elements of the Leave 
campaign, have attended neo-Nazi meetings in St. 
Petersburg (Daily Beast, 6/8/15). 

Leave Capitalism! 
Over the past two generations, as capital-

ists have shut down industry after industry while 
stalking the globe for ever-lower labor costs, the 
working people of Great Britain have seen their 
standard of living decline under both Labour and 
Conservative Party rule (New Yorker 6/16). Over 
the same period, immigration of Eastern Euro-
pean, Asian, Middle Eastern and African workers 
into the UK has allowed rulers to super-exploit the 
newcomers and drive down wages of jobs that re-
main. The Brexit vote won’t reverse that process. 

The Leave campaign, led by Conservative Bo-
ris Johnson and Nigel Farage of the gutter-racist, 
arch-nationalist UK Independent Party, carried 
the day by scapegoating immigrants for the fail-
ures of capitalism in Britain. But the Remain forc-
es—like Hillary Clinton liberals in the U.S.—are an 
even greater danger. A coalition of mainstream 
Conservative, Labourites, and Liberal Democrats, 
these are the same bosses who have thrown mil-
lions out of work, eroded workers’ standard of liv-
ing, and shredded the National Health Service.

On the eve of World War I, leaders of many 
communist parties were convinced the capitalists 
were too inter-dependent to go to war. Once war 
arrived, they forgot the essential Marxist slogan, 
“Workers of the World Unite,” and led the work-
ers of each imperialist country to side with “their” 
national bosses. The Russian Bolsheviks’ answer to 
imperialist war—communist revolution—remains 
the greatest lesson in the history of the interna-
tional working class. 

The reality is that racism is deadly for all work-
ers, including white workers. The 17 million work-
ers who voted to leave the EU acted against their 
own interests—not in their rejection of 21st-cen-
tury capitalism and imperialism, but in their turn 
toward nationalism and racism. Lacking commu-
nist leadership, they are being led down the path 
to rising fascism by both of the British bosses’ 
camps. Only communism, a system run by workers 
in the interests of workers, can solve the unceas-
ing attacks of inequality, poverty, unemployment, 
and racism that led many workers to vote Leave. 

A Class-Conscious Alternative
Amid the furor of Brexit, a few hundred UK rail 

workers are demonstrating the kind of class con-
sciousness that—if coupled with revolutionary 
communist politics—represents the only true al-
ternative for the working class. In Scotland, greedy 
rail bosses want to replace conductors (who safely 
open and shut train doors) with ticket-takers (who 
guarantee the bosses’ revenue and profit). These 
workers are striking not mainly to protect their 
pay, benefits and jobs but rather to protect their 
fellow-worker passengers from injury. 

Workers of the world need an exit from capi-
talism. Voting in lose-lose bosses’ elections won’t 
get us there. We need hundreds and thousands 
of class struggles like the ScotRail strike, like the 
Ferguson rebellion, linked by communist politics. 
The Progressive Labor Party fights for internation-
al working-class unity by making anti-racism and 
anti-sexism primary in all of our local work. In a 
communist world, workers will be free to live and 
work wherever our class’s need is greatest. A com-
munist world will put an end to imperialist war. We 
won’t win that world until we overcome the divi-
sions the bosses work overtime to sow between 
us. Join us!J

Brexit’s No Exit 
From Capitalism



ChiCAgO, June 25—A passion-
ate crowd of 30 PL’ers and anti-racist 
friends boldly rallied at the home 
of Jason Van Dyke, the kkkop who 
brutally murdered Black teenager 
LaQuan McDonald in October 2014. 
Organized mainly through women 
leadership and under the slogan 
“No Refuge for Racist Murderers,” the 
anti-racist fighters marched directly 
to Van Dyke’s house in the Archer 
Heights neighborhood, to drive 
home the message that a killer cop 
will not live in comfort while work-
ing people continue to live in terror 
by the capitalist state.

The rally began at noon, with 
bold anti-racist chants and a picket 
line meeting curious onlookers at an 
intersection not far from the house. 
As more participants filtered in, 
the multi-racial, multi-generational 
group began its march through 
the working class neighborhood 
towards his residence. There were 
some jeers and insults sent our way, 
but overall, the response we re-
ceived, especially from the younger 
workers, was positive. Many on the 
block took videos with phones, and 
a number of them came up directly 
to us to take fliers and newspapers 
and learn more about the demon-
stration.

For the majority of the action, it 
was clear that we had caught the kk-
kops with their guard down. In fact, 
those of us towards the front of the 
march saw Van Dyke scurry into the 

house from where he was watering 
his front yard when he saw us ap-
proaching! However, as we contin-
ued our march back to our cars, the 
cops began their harassment tactics. 
A number of squad cars pulled up, 
with officers trying to intimidate the 
comrades with the bullhorns, say-
ing we were “breaking the law.” We 
met their bulls*** tricks by chant-
ing louder and refusing to allow the 
racist pigs to separate the marchers. 

They issued one of our comrades a 
citation, but all those present left the 
demonstration safe and empowered 
by our collective action.

No Safe Spaces for Killer Racists
The march culminated with us 

arriving at Van Dyke’s house, and 
driving a sign with the heading 
“Guilty of Racist Murder,” complete 
with the pig’s mugshot, in his front 
lawn. We continued to picket in front 

of his house as PL’ers on the bullhorn 
explained the connections between 
racist killer cops and capitalism. As 
PLP has consistently pointed out, the 
degradation and poverty that are in-
evitable under capitalism make it es-
sential for the ruling class to unleash 
their attack dogs on workers when 
they eventually rise up to resist the 
system’s miserable conditions. Po-
lice murders are not the actions of 
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Continued on page 4

BROOKLYN, June 14—Today 
marked four years since the day that the 
NYPD brutally shot down Shantel Davis. 
A multi-racial group of about 30 PLP 
members and friends and some other 
community organizers congregated 
with Shantel’s family on the street corner 
where she was killed to commemorate 
her life and our four years of fightback. 
With heavy faces and tear-stained eyes, 
our collective stood with a myriad of 
white balloons. In the wake of four years 
of fighting back against tragedy, one 
theme remained present throughout 
the night: Justice for Shantel and all vic-
tims of police brutality means nothing 
short of communist revolution. 

The rally began with bullhorn 
speeches by PL members, the Davis fam-
ily, and the families of other members of 
the working class who have been mur-
dered by the kkkops, such as Ramarley 
Graham, Mohamed Bah, and Anthony 
Baez. Speeches were bolstered by chants 
from the crowd of “Racism means we got 
to fight back!” and “We will never forget 
Shantel! We will always fight for Shantel!” 
in between. We then blocked traffic in 
all four directions of the intersection as 
we formed a huge circle in the center. As 
traffic piled up, drivers were told why we 
were there and they stood in support. 
More remarks were made over the bull-
horn as members of the neighborhood 
looked on and recorded the spectacle of 
a multiracial group of protesters on their 
phones.  

Shantel’s sister delivered a particu-
larly heartbreaking speech. She thanked 

PL and all in attendance for their extend-
ed support in the fightback against this 
grave tragedy. Her sister had been cal-
lously killed on false pretenses, shot in 
the chest while begging for her life, and 
her family hadn’t even been afforded 
the opportunity to properly grieve. Their 
first task had been to reverse the smear 
campaign set out by the bosses’ media, 
which was set in motion immediately 
after her death, describing Shantel as a 
criminal monster. Anything to try to con-
vince the community that it was a nec-
essary and justified killing! The reality is 
that it is the NYPD acting as the neigh-
borhood thugs, violently instilling fear in 
the working class. In fact, the detective 
who killed Shantel is particularly known 
as a menace in the neighborhood—“Bad 
Boy” Atkins.

Shantel’s sister ended her speech 
choking past tears, with the words, “I 
just don’t know what to do anymore…” 
This speaks volumes about what capital-
ist “justice” means—there is none! Over 
the past four years, she has become an 
incredible, strong leader in the fightback 
movement against police brutality, but 
this is what a fight for reform, for a “fix” 
to the justice system, does to working 
class morale. Only communism smashes 
the racism that built this system, and so 
only the long-term fight for that world 
can keep us feeling that we can win. PLP 
knows what to do—and the families 
of kkkop victims are being won to that 
idea.

In the months immediately follow-
ing Shantel’s murder, a group of mislead-

ers tried to convince Shantel’s family that 
in order to get justice for their sister, they 
shouldn’t be too militant, as it would 
make it harder to win within the legal 
system. These anticommunists “cau-
tioned” Shantel’s family that we in PLP 
were there for “our own reasons” and we 
“didn’t really care about Shantel.” 4 years 
later, the politicians have disappeared 
and it has become obvious that winning 
within the legal system is a myth. While 
the misleaders preached a “behind-the-
scenes” approach, we fought for and 
won Shantel’s sisters to the strategy of 
organizing a justice committee, along 
with some of their close friends, to fight 
back militantly.

The struggle to move our marches 
from the sidewalks to the streets came 
out of a bigger political struggle to see 
that the biggest wins could only come 

from showing our strength as a multi-
racial group fighting back in the streets, 
to see the courts and politicians as part 
of the same system as the cops—and to 
see their fight as part of a bigger working 
class fight, even if they never see capital-
ist “justice” for their family member.

This evening ended on a note of 
hope. We released our white balloons 
decorated with notes: ‘Justice for Sh-
antel’, ‘We will always fight for Shantel; 
‘Fight for Communist Revolution’. One 
comrade made this poetic observation 
as the balloons floated into the sky: 
“They’ve gone so far, and they’re still 
sticking together.” Let us take this meta-
phor as a reminder of how we must fight 
daily to strengthen our force of multi-
racial working class unity, build PLP and 
work towards revolution, so one day we 
may all receive justice.J

Shantel Davis

Four Years Later, No Justice Under Capitalism

No Refuge for Racist Murderers
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“a few bad apples;” they are a neces-
sary part of the ruling class’ strategy 
to control the working class through 
fear and violence. We see this espe-
cially in Chicago where, within the 
last five years alone, kkkops have 
killed 70 people, the majority of 
whom are Black and Latin. 

No justice will ever come from a 
system that desperately needs po-
lice murder and other forms of vio-
lence against workers to maintain 
itself. Yes, Van Dyke was formally 
charged with murder but if he is 
convicted (unlikely), he’ll be charac-
terized as an isolated bad apple, and 
state terror will go on as business as 
usual. If he’s acquitted, it will only 
lend more power to the idea that 
Chicago cops can kill young Black 
and Latin workers with impunity. 
Either way, the bosses’ racist appa-
ratus will continue unchecked. The 
only way to forever get rid of police 
murders is to organize a mass inter-
national communist revolution that 
overthrows capitalism and estab-
lishes a worker-run society based on 
commitment and need.

Collective Struggle 
Leads to Bolder Action

The planning for this demonstra-
tion actually began a few months 
ago, when a comrade was made 
aware of Van Dyke’s home address. It 
was quickly decided that a militant, 
anti-racist action was essential for 
Party work in the area, and the event 
slowly but surely began to take form. 

Over this period, we met numerous 
times in meetings large and small 
as we struggled with our ourselves 
and our base members over the best 
ways to organize the action.  

We had to challenge reluctance 
expressed in liberal ideas about “jus-
tice” under capitalism to the rational 
fear involved in marching directly 
on a kkkop’s house. We also had to 
sharpen our arguments as to why 
the event was a necessary step for-
ward for not just us as communists, 
but for all anti-racist workers in the 

area in the struggle against racist 
police brutality and the capitalist 
system that requires it. We needed 
to promote the event to a broad 
audience, while never allowing our 
communist line to be watered down 
or the participants’ security to be 
compromised.

The march was a success by all of 
those involved. In the fight for com-
munism, struggling with ourselves 
and with our base members is im-
portant for sharpening contradic-
tions and building a stronger collec-

tive. Our action is a testament to this 
fact. To build off of the momentum, 
we’re already planning a follow-up 
social, the PL summer projects, and 
an even larger demonstration at the 
city’s Fraternal Order of Police Head-
quarters. We will fight to make these 
follow-up events successful because 
the world needs to know that there’s 
a better system out there for all—
communism. Under communism 
there will be no refuge for racist 
murders! Dare to struggle, dare to 
win!J

SOUTh iNDiA, June 21— A 
community organizer who shares 
Progressive Labor Party’s (PLP) anti-
racist outlook united Hindu and 
Muslim workers, countering India’s 
ruling-class arch bent towards fas-
cism. 

This struggle ensued when a fol-
lower of the Hindu religion placed 
a stone in the middle of a public 
street as a symbol of religious devo-
tion. This was seen as provocative 
and Muslim workers were angered 
by this and were planning actions 
against it. This is during the Muslim 
religious month of Ramadan, where 
Muslims fast all day every day to 
commemorate the first revelation of 
their religious text, the Quran. Some 
Hindu workers were also beginning 
to mobilize. Tensions were high.

The community organizer im-
mediately met with both the Hindu 
and Muslim workers. After some 
serious debate and struggle, they 
were able to resolve the conflict. This 
built more trust among the working 
class’s ability to solve problems with-
out buying into the divisive bait of 

religious strife. 
This set an example for others in 

this city to follow and for members 
and friends of PLP worldwide to fol-
low as we continue to work to op-
pose racist exploitation and build 
unity against the different kinds of 
racism all over the world.

Using Religion to Divide 
Workers

The serious work of this fighter 
helped prevent a dangerous situa-
tion that could further feed the drive 
towards fascism. The right wing, na-
tionalist government of prime min-
ister Narendra Modi and Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) is building fascism 
(all-class unity during a capitalism 
system in crisis) by breeding con-
flict and violence against the Muslim 
working class. 

The capitalist system uses reli-
gious conflict, like they use other 
kinds of racism, as a way to exploit 
the working class and divide us. As 
the system moves closer to fascism, 
this conflict gets more intense. In 
India, the Modi government is tak-

ing this to new extremes, using 
people’s religious feelings to build 
fascism. Modi is well known for his 
anti-Muslim racism. When he was 
chief minister of the state of Gujarat, 
his security forces stood by as over 
a 1,000 Muslims were slaughtered 
in 2002. The evidence was so strong 
that he ordered his security forces to 
allow this massacre, which the Unit-
ed States denied him an entry visa in 
2005.

His anti-Muslim racism also 
didn’t hamper him from becoming 
prime minister of the country. His 
racism is no isolated incident. In fact, 
Modi’s BJP is the political wing of the 
extreme right-wing Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS), an organiza-
tion founded in 1925 and openly 
modeled on Mussolini’s National 
Fascist Party.

No Small Act
The actions of our friend might 

seem like a small act, but in many 
parts of India, violent conflict has 
broken out against Muslims and 
this is a part of the racist strategy to 
control not only the Muslim working 

class, but also the Hindu working 
class.

Sincere members of the work-
ing class can get tricked into fight-
ing against our working-class sisters 
and brothers. As Karl Marx wrote in 
Das Kapital: “Labor in the white skin 
can never free itself as long as labor 
in the black skin is branded.” Multira-
cial unity is fundamental to defeat-
ing capitalism.

Real communists today under-
stand that no member of the work-
ing class can ever be free as long as 
there is any exploitation or oppres-
sion of workers from any group. That 
is why we try to win workers to a sci-
entific understanding of the world, 
rather than a theological one. There 
are no real differences between Mus-
lim and Hindu workers—our history 
and earthly fate are tied to each oth-
er and our level of class struggle. 

Workers in India, and all over the 
world, must join with the Progres-
sive Labor Party and build a world-
wide movement for communism! 
You can get started by reading and 
distributing our local CHALLENGE!J

Working-Class Unity 
Defeats Religious Divisions

No Refuge for Racist Murderers
Continued from page 3
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leaving the parking garage and set- ting foot on the Capitol grounds. 
The main goal for PLP was to de-

feat the fascists and build a move-
ment for communist revolution to 
smash racism once and for all. We 
made speeches tying the kkkops, 
the Nazis, and the California State 
Legislature together as tools of the 
capitalist class. The role of the TWP 
is to win the white working class to 
attack their working-class sisters and 
brothers, scapegoating Black, Mus-
lim and Latin workers for the spiral-
ing crisis of capitalism.  The role of 
the police is to protect the gutter 
racists on the street, the slick-talking 
racists in the government, and the 
suit-and-tie racists in the capitalist 
business world. The state’s Demo-
cratic Party, which has historically 
controlled California, led the way in 
racist mass incarceration, increasing 
the prison population by 572 per-
cent between 1980 and 2010 (Wash-
ington Post, 5/18).

Our role as communists is to ex-
pose liberal racists like Hillary Clin-
ton as the greater danger to the 
working class, as proven by her rac-
ist, sexist record against the working 
class as a U.S. senator and Secretary 
of State. If elected, Clinton will pave 
the way for inter-imperialist war by 
accelerating the rise of fascism in the 
rulers’ embattled profit system. 

Red Discipline vs.  
Anarchy 

After a scout reported that the 
fascists weren’t in the parking ga-
rage, we collectively decided to 
take the Capitol steps and make the 
scum come to us. They came wield-
ing  pepper spray. Anarchist forces 
successfully counter-attacked one 
fascist and then got into a skirmish 
with the police. 

Instead of running around the 
Capitol lawn, the PLP contingent 
maintained discipline. Our friends 
played critical roles in the planning 
and execution of the strategy. Two 
young women helped lead chants 
throughout the day, and one young 
man was a part of the sub-contin-
gent that slammed the racists. Their 
contribution was crucial to the qual-
ity of political leadership the Party 
was able to provide. 

After witnessing our organiza-

tion in action, a lefty leader told 
PLP to coordinate the crowd of 200 
anti-fascists. A PL member gave a 
speech calling for a unified, organ-
ized march back to the Capitol steps 
to shut down the fascists. The crowd 
followed our leadership. Shortly 
thereafter, we advanced towards the 
fascists and bloodied them. 

Coming after our successful ac-
tion in Anaheim, this is the second 
battle the Party has waged against 
the fascist forces this year. Our com-
rades’ courage and boldness reflects 
PLP’s long history of beating, shut-
ting down, and weakening the Ku 
Klux Klan, other racist organizations 
like ROAR, and racist bosses at our 
jobs and schools. Our power comes 
from our confidence in the working 
class’s ability to understand our ide-
as and fight for communist power. 

She Joined the Reds
While anarchist fighters can be 

bold, they lack the revolutionary dis-
cipline and organization that comes 
only from communist leadership. 
For example, some militant fighters 
were injured because they thought 
they could defeat the fascists in iso-
lated hand-to-hand combat.

Our battle in Sacramento 
showed one friend of the Party the 
necessity of organized collective ac-
tion to defeat fascists. It showed an-
other friend that “the Party provides 
the only clear path towards ending 
exploitation and building working-
class power.” She has now joined PLP. 
Welcome the newest brave member 
of our Party, a woman whose leader-
ship to and from the working class 
has just begun. 

The TWP has announced that 
they will defend supporters Donald 
Trump, the openly racist U.S. presi-
dential candidate, at the Republi-
can Convention in Cleveland in July. 
Much as Brexit was promoted with 
virulent anti-Muslim racism (see 
page 2), the bosses use extreme rac-
ist groups like the TWP to divide and 
exploit the working class in the U.S. 
But with a small but rising commu-
nist PLP, the working class can op-
pose these fascist tendencies and 
unite as one class against capitalism. 

PLP is organizing students, work-
ers and soldiers into a red army that 

is capable of waging revolutionary 
war against the capitalist class and 
their state apparatus, from the po-
lice and military to the courts and 
mass media. PLP fights for a world 
where workers will control all as-
pects of society.

As communists, we understand 
that building a revolutionary move-
ment for and by the working class re-
quires organization, commitment to 
each other, and reliable leadership. 
We are building a mass party around 
the world—join the communists!J

Reds Beat Nazi Scum

During the planning meeting 
for the Sacramento Nazi rally, it was 
hard to comprehend what exactly 
it would mean to “shut down a fas-
cist rally,” but I felt confident in the 
capacity and organization of the PL 
members sitting around the table. 
The older members showed a level 
of respect and confidence towards 
their younger comrades that I have 
never seen before during my time 
organizing in the mass movement. 

The moment we began march-
ing towards the state building it 
felt clear to me what we were do-
ing and why it needed to be done. 
I felt strong knowing I was going 
into battle with PLP. As we marched 
on the sidewalk chanting, “death, 
death, death to the fascists! Pow-
er, power, power to the workers!” 
other anti-fascist groups appeared 
surprised by our brazen entrance. 

My PL team’s role for the day 
was to lead chants on the mega-
phone, and to support the PLP 
team clashing with the Nazis in any 
way we could. It was an incredible 
feeling for me to get on the mega-
phone and scream out, “power to 
the workers!” and hear it echoed 
back hundred times louder.

The leadership of my group 
remained disciplined and focused 
during the most chaotic moments 
throughout the day, and they 
made decisions only after involv-
ing other group members in the 
process. It was this kind of Party 
discipline that kept us safe that 
day. No one was arrested. 

The level of commitment, trust, 
and love for the working class that 
I’ve experienced throughout the 
last three months of working with 
PL members has made it clear that 
the Party is my only path towards 
fighting for a society free of exploi-
tation and racism. I joined the Party 
after the rally and look forward to 
fighting for a communist world.

I Joined the 
Party After 

Battling Fascists

I See Red 
Freedom Poles
This working-class poem, written 

by a fellow fighter with PLP, depicts 
the tumult and confusion preceding 
the clash of communists against the 
yellow-bellied fascist who were beaten 
with wooden poles. 

The hot peppers 

Caught in my throat. 

Coughed out spices 

Of warning. 

Only to be 

Mirrored by the reflections

Of my own

To protect. 

Voices that came to gather 

Soon forced 

Bodies to separate, 

To be gathered soon,

After  

In different forces. 

Black shadows 

Against 

Other black shadows. 

Fist clashed 

Against 

Flesh.

Hard to depict. 

Hard to understand. 

Who is who?

What is What?

As confusion comes 

I see 

the RED freedom poles. 

“We pursued them down the street, beat them three more times and busted their car windows. The fascist TWP members were bloodied and defeated!”
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LETTERS We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send 
in letters and articles about their experiences 

fighting the bosses worldwide.

Salty Anti-communist Novel 
Full of Historical Lies

In an attempt to discredit the contributions of the 
Soviet Union during World War II and communism in 
general, the June 13 New York Times gloriously praised 
Ruta Sepetys’s inaccurate depiction of the Soviet Union 
in her novel “Salt to the Sea.”

While the capitalists claim communism is dead, 
they’re bent on killing it again and again. Once more 
the bosses’ media are confirming what the first com-
munist collective of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels 
wrote in their1848 Manifesto: the spectre of commu-
nism haunts the rulers. 

In this novel the main characters are trying to flee 
to Hitler’s Germany to escape the advancing Red Army. 
The main “heroine,” for example, is “a young Lithuanian 
nurse fleeing from East Prussia.” The Red Army, howev-
er, was about to liberate East Prussia, the Baltic coun-
tries Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, and Poland from 
Nazi occupation.

Ignoring this fact, the Times — the leading U.S. im-
perialist mouthpiece — declares that the novel’s young 
heroes’ “only hope of survival is to gain passage on one 
of the German ships ferrying people across the Baltic 
Sea.” The implication is clear: the Red Army is going to 
kill them; the Nazis won’t. 

The novel’s heroes eventually board the German 
military transport ship “Wilhelm Gustloff,” which the 
Soviet Navy sank on January 30, 1945 — during the 
war. During the attack more than 9,000 died, including 
more than a thousand German officers. Sepetys consid-
ers the sinking of this ship a war crime because there 
were thousands of civilians on board. But it wasn’t a war 
crime: 

According to primary source documents at The 
Avalon Project at Yale Law School, while the ship had 
been fitted with anti-aircraft guns, the Germans — fol-
lowing the rules of war — gave no indication that it was 
operating in a hospital capacity. And as it was trans-
porting military personnel, under international accords 
it did not have any protection as a hospital ship.

Many anticommunist writers repeat the lie that the 
Soviet Union was the same as Nazi Germany and com-
munism was like Nazism. But Sepetys goes further by 
implying that the Soviet Union was worse than Nazi 
Germany. She says the Soviets were guilty of “genocide” 
in the Baltics — Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. 

Her assertion is false. The Soviets deported the pro-
Nazi elite of these countries. The three Baltic countries 
and Poland were in fact more viciously anti-Jewish 
than Nazi Germany. The “nationalists” in these countries 
raped and massacred Jews without any urging from the 
Nazis. Unsurprisingly, none of this was mentioned in 
the novel or the review. The Times’ review even goes as 
far to say, “The novel’s climactic moments include bru-
tal scenes,” depicting “a young woman being dragged 
off by Russian soldiers who plan to rape her.”

After World War II the U.S. and its capitalist Allies 
saved thousands of Eastern European Nazis from get-
ting what they deserved: trial and execution by the 
Soviets. Now these same people and their followers 
are running the post-Soviet states. Sepetys has been 
awarded a medal by the pro-fascist government of to-
day’s Lithuania.

Let’s remember this when reading the New York 
Times and other capitalist media outlets. Naturally, the 
capitalists will choose fascism over communism every 
time. 

H H H H H

Chris Hedges: CIA Dupe or 
Stooge?

The CHALLENGE report on the Left Forum (6/15) 
correctly called out journalist Chris Hedges as “just 
another faker posing as a revolutionary.” But the case 
against Hedges runs deeper than his contention that it 
is “not our job to take power.”

Hedges was a speechwriter for Ralph Nader’s 2008 
presidential run and an active backer of Jill Stein and 
the pacifist Green Party in 2012 and again this year. 
While paying lip service to Marxist theory, he promotes 
“outsider” politicians and the big lie that capitalism can 
be reformed to serve the international working class.

Hedges showed his true colors toward the end 
of his 15-year run as a foreign correspondent for The 
New York Times, the number-one mouthpiece for U.S. 
finance capitalism. He served as Times bureau chief in 
two inter-imperialist hotspots, the Middle East and the 
Balkans. On November 8, 2001, the Times published on 

its front page the first of three Hedges stories based 
on accounts from Iraqi military defectors. Hedges’ top 
source, described as a former general and “once one of 
the most senior officers in the Iraqi intelligence service,” 
claimed he had trained “Islamic radicals…to attack in-
stallations important to the United States”—even to 
hijack planes without guns! “The Gulf War never ended 
for Saddam Hussein,” the defector said. “He is at war 
with the United States.” 

Hedges’ reportage enabled George W. Bush and his 
band of genocidal liars to substantiate the alleged link 
between Saddam and the 9/11 attackers, helping to 
pave the way for the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003.

But Hedges’ story was a fraud. The former general 
was in fact a former sergeant who’d made it all up. He’d 
been steered to Hedges by the U.S.-funded Iraqi Nation-
al Congress and Ahmad Chalabi, the politician-in-exile 
who’d spent years on the payroll of the CIA and the U.S. 
State Department (Mother Jones, March/April 2006). 
Chalabi’s bogus accounts of Saddam’s weapons of mass 
destruction, as reported by the Times’ Judith Miller, 
were also instrumental in the run-up to the U.S. imperi-
alist oil war that has killed more than half a million Iraqis. 
How did Chris Hedges—a seasoned, savvy journalist—
get hoodwinked by the notoriously unreliable Chalabi? 
We can only speculate, but it seems pertinent to note 
that the Times was a charter participant in the CIA’s 
“Operation Mockingbird,” a secret Cold War campaign 
to plant and recruit CIA operatives in top U.S. media 
outlets, from the Associated Press to ABC News. In the 
1950s and 1960s, according to investigative reporter 
Carl Bernstein (Rolling Stone, 10/20/77), the Times al-
lowed “about 10 CIA employees” to pose as clerks or 
part-time reporters in the newspaper’s overseas bu-
reaus. In addition, high-profile journalists like C.L. Sulz-
berger, the Times’ foreign affairs columnist, regularly 
shared information with the CIA. While these people 
generally rendered their services free of charge, the 
bosses considered them CIA operatives nonetheless.

In February 1976, CIA Director (and future U.S. pres-
ident) George H.W. Bush announced that the CIA would 
no longer contract with accredited news correspond-
ents. Bush added, however, that the Agency would still 
“welcome” the voluntary, unpaid cooperation of jour-
nalists (Mockingbird: CIA Media Manipulation, Mary 
Louise, 10/17/05).

Where Hedges is concerned, there are only two 
possibilities. Either he was an unwitting dupe of the CIA 
and the imperialist rulers he now lucratively scorns, or 
he was an active collaborator with the most deadly war 
criminals of our time.

H H H H H

Dispute: Anti-Fascist  
or Anti-Capitalist?

The June 1 article “Fascism: Define it to defeat it” 
continued CHALLENGE’s misleading explanation of 
fascism and its growth in the U.S. Our literature should 
not emphasize “the coming of fascism.” Capitalism uses 
different forms of rule and oppresses segments of the 
working class differently depending on its internal con-
tradictions and external pressures. All these forms of 
government, capitalist “democracy,” state socialism and 
fascist dictatorship are relative. What is absolute is capi-
talism, which puts profit ahead of working-class lives. 
Capitalism must be destroyed, not fascism. 

We often imply that fascism means untold destruc-
tion and suffering. Let’s not forget the bloody history 
of U.S. capitalism, which was built on the enslavement 
of Black workers and genocide of indigenous workers. 
For centuries, Black workers have been lynched and ter-
rorized, whether by the KKK or the kkkops. U.S. impe-
rialism has plundered the world for decades, causing 
unspeakable suffering, poverty, disease and death. It 
was U.S. imperialism that dropped the atomic bombs. 
Will “coming fascism” be worse than that?

Fascism developed in the last century in Germany, 
Italy and Spain in response to the threat of commu-
nism in the Soviet Union. This situation, unfortunately, 
doesn’t exist today. What we frequently refer to as “fa-
scistic” is just everyday capitalism. For example, Fergu-
son was not fascism; it was plain old U.S. capitalism — 
bloody, murderous, racist.

The mistake that life under capitalism was better 
is a reformist trap: “Let’s take the rough edges off of 
capitalism and go back to when life was better.” Life for 
the international working class was never “better” un-
der capitalism. Certain segments of the working class 
may have had relative prosperity and peace for a short 
period of time, but always at the expense of another 

segment of the working class.

We need to express our ideology clearly. We fight 
for communist revolution to smash capitalism and 
imperialism. In this statement, there is little need for 
the word fascism. PLP should not build an anti-fascist 
movement that obscures what we all fundamentally 
oppose—capitalism. We should not forget that the 
communist-built anti-fascist movement during World 
War II contributed to the demise of the worldwide com-
munist movement. CHALLENGE would express our line 
more clearly if the word fascism is minimized.

CHALLENGE Response: 
Fascism is not the same as every-day capitalism—

true! The brutality of slavery and genocide of the indig-
enous people was at a different phase of capitalism. That 
was capitalism on the up and up. Now what exists is capi-
talism in crisis: the defining element of fascism. 

We cannot let our fear of reformism stop us from un-
derstanding different phases of capitalism. It’s true that 
capitalism is always brutal, racist and sexist. However, in 
capitalist “democracy,” illusion is primary over violent re-
pression. This is not to say that the police do not violently 
attack workers. Fascism arises when the bosses can no 
longer rule in their old ways, and must discipline both 
themselves and our class for a system in perpetual crisis. 

The response to the racist murder in Ferguson was a 
fascistic practice — a moment where repression became 
primary over ideology. It was a training session for both 
the rulers and the workers on how to respond to the frac-
tures of this intrinsically brutal system. There was some 
disciplining of the local bosses through the main ruing-
class wing, and some disciplining of the working class to 
accept the bosses’ response as normal. But Ferguson was 
a flash, not a change in the era. 

To think that by saying we fight fascism will deter 
workers and the Party from defeating capitalism is essen-
tially an anti-working-class idea. Communists fight and 
defeat fascists and turn imperialist wars into class war; 
that’s our proud history! Workers are capable of under-
standing what fascism is and how to defeat it. That’s part 
of our job of winning workers to this analysis. 

The old communist movement failed not because 
it fought fascism, but because it didn’t fight directly for 
communism as the solution. Its internal weaknesses led 
to its defeat. Yes, let’s not confuse everyday capitalism for 
fascism, but we all need more confidence in the working 
class’s ability to understand and fight for these complex 
ideas. 

H H H H H

concentrated in this area of Oaxaca state. The lo-
cal and national authorities defend the criminal 
capitalist system, where blood, death and jail are 
the order of the day. They will stop at nothing to 
try to check the mobilization of rebelling teach-
ers, students and parents. The Istmo is testament 
to the fact that control of the working class is 
crucial to the bosses’ imperialist aims. 

Fascism is the natural outgrowth of global 
capitalism. It represents the intensification of the 
repressive and ideological forces to maintain the 
domination of the capitalist class. As R. Palme 
Dutt wrote in Fascism and Social Revolution, “The 
causes of fascism lie deep-rooted in existing 
society. Capitalism in its decay breeds fascism.” 
These rising fascist conditions are what we are 
witnessing today in Mexico. 

This is not a local fight; it is part of a global 
class war. The teachers’ movement is directly 
confronting the bosses who are enriching them-
selves by exploiting and terrorizing the working 
class. This fight is crucial to the resistance against 
the capitalist state terrorists who have left hun-
dreds of youth, teachers and farmworkers dead 
or disappeared. Our class is waging a crucial 
fight to create a “corridor” of struggle that will 
take us to the ultimate solution, a communist 
revolution.J

Mexico 
Rebellion

Continued from page 8



Class war erupts in France
NYT, 6/19 and 6/12 — …[In] months 

of demonstrations in the streets…work-
ers…have blocked oil refineries, nuclear 
plants, factories and the country’s rail 
network. The unrest has been set off by 
a government overhaul of…making hir-
ing and firing easier and weakening the 
unions’ grip….

[In Paris] all up and down the boule-
vard, store windows were smashed….
Young men clambered on top of bus 
shelters….The police brought out tear 
gas and…water cannon….[leaving] the 
Boulevard du Montparnasse…looking 
like a war zone….

“I am in the Class Struggle” was a 
sticker sported by many protesters…. 
“The Struggle Is About Class Against 
Class,” read one billboard….

Emmanuel Macron,…economic min-
ister…and former Rothschild banker….
was…greeted with eggs…and catcalls…
.”Get lost!” they shouted at him….

Mr. Macron is the darling of the busi-
nessmen’s confederation and the favorite 
of…pro-capitalist media in France.

Lenin and stalin still  
revered among workers

NYT, 6/14 — …[The statue of ] Lenin 
the Bolshevik leader had stood in this 
courtyard for nearly 100 years….Resi-
dents of the two apartment buildings 
nearby had taken up a collection to 
erect the monument….

It is very rare to see a Lenin toppled 
in Russia. A quarter-century after the end 
of the Soviet Union, thousands of Lenins 
large and small stand proudly in public 
squares or, as in this case, in quasi-private 
courtyards. Lenin himself…still lies in a 
glass coffin in a granite mausoleum in 
Red Square. A 70-foot statue of him in 
Kaluzhskaya Square is one of the largest 
monuments in the city….Even the few 
that were toppled in August 1991 have 
now been lovingly restored and are dis-
played in a sculpture

garden in the city center….

…Stalin’s public image is being large-
ly redeemed: His likeness has gone up on 
posters around the country, and he has 
been praised as a great military and in-
dustrial leader.

racist U.s. massacres 
have exceeded Orlando’s

NYT, 6/18 — Is the massacre in Or-
lando the worst mass shooting in Unites 
States history?....

…Characterizing Orlando as the 
worst ignores an ugly history of attacks 
that claimed more lives, most involv-

ing…black or Indian victims….

In Colfax, La., in 1873; in East St. Louis, 
Ill., in 1917; and in Tulsa, Okla., in 192`; 
mobs…attacked and killed large num-
bers of black people….In 1890, a cav-
alry regiment gunned down Lakota men, 
women and children on the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation in South Dakota….By 
most estimates, the death toll was higher 
than in the Orlando attack.

Capitalist wars,  
persecution displaced 65 
mill

NYT, 6/20 — The annual report by 
the United Nations…found that in 2015, 
65.3 million people remained forcibly dis-
placed from their homes….fleeing war, 
persecution, poverty or environmental 
devastation….

Half of all refugee children are out of 
school….

…The Obama….administration…is 
facing criticism…over a new round of de-
portations of Central Americans, includ-
ing women and children….

…The latest refugee numbers 
amount to a report card on the failure of 
the world’s most powerful leaders to end 
wars.

Clinton’s welfare reform 
leaves millions destitute

NYT, 6/19 — In 1996, President Bill 
Clinton signed a…bill for welfare re-
form….

…Welfare “reform” is a misnomer…

cash welfare is essentially dead, leaving 
some families with children utterly desti-
tute….in the heartland of America….The 
embarrassing truth is that welfare reform 
has resulted in a layer of destitution that 
echoes poverty in countries like Bangla-
desh….

…Because of welfare reform, roughly 
three million American children live in 
households with income of less than $2 
per person per day, a global metric of ex-
treme poverty.

Thousands hit U.s.  
imperialist bases

NYT, 6/20 — Tens of thousands of 
people on the Japanese island of Ok-
inawa gathered…to demand the re-
moval of American military bases in…the 
largest demonstration against the United 
States presence there in two decades.

The protest…was…a memorial for a 
20-year-old woman who was found dead 
last month. A United States Marine vet-
eran…working as a civilian contractor…
has been arrested in connection with the 
killing….

Organizers said 65,000 people had at-
tended the protest….the largest demon-
stration since 1995, when two American 
Marines and a Navy sailor were arrested 
over the rape of a 12-year-old girl….

With just a sliver of Japan’s total land 
mass, Okinawa is home to about half the 
American soldiers and sailors stationed in 
Japan. About three-quarters of the acre-
age in Japan taken up by United States 
bases is on the island….

Below are excerpts from 
mainstream newspapers that 
may be of use for our readers. 
Abbreviations: NYT=New York 
Times, GW=Guardian Weekly,  
LAT=Los Angeles Times
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U.S. imperialist terrorist-in-chief Obama’s current 
Middle East strategy prioritizes military action against 
ISIS. However, as Russia continues to challenge U.S. im-
perialist ambitions in oil-rich Syria and the Middle East 
as a whole, top U.S. State Department officials are call-
ing for more aggressive military strategies to counter 
Russia’s increasing influence. As this rivalry intensifies 
the threat of even wider imperialist wars loom on the 
horizon.

Key U.S. Policy Planners Reject 
Obama’s Current Course

The State Department officials’ message, entitled 
“Dissent Channel: Syria Policy,” advocates making re-
gime change in Syria the highest priority. They want 
to remove Russia’s imperialist-backed Syrian president 
Bashar al-Assad from power. The officials call for preci-
sion air strikes against Assad’s regime, cynically posing 
as concern for workers in Syria. The officials state “As-
sad’s systematic violations against the Syrian people 
are the root cause of the instability that continues to 
grip Syria and the broader region.”

 If these policies are implemented, they will dra-
matically increase the danger of a military confronta-
tion between Russia and U.S.-led NATO forces. Russia 
has been providing military support against the threat 
ISIS and anti-Assad fighters pose to Assad, including 
massive air strikes by Russian warplanes. The Obama 
administration and the Pentagon also claim defeating 
ISIS their top priority. Both of these imperialist powers 
are really after strategic control of global oil supplies, 
and neither one can afford to concede any part of the 
Middle East to the other. 

Importantly, Russia’s ally Iran, itself a regional im-
perialist power, is a key supporter of Assad. A more 
aggressive U.S. imperialist strategy in the Middle East 
threatens the temporary cooperation Iran’s bosses 
have offered to the U.S., in exchange for money.  
 

Iranian, Russian Bosses Have  
Temporary Upper Hand

With such risks to U.S. imperialism, why is there 
such support among the U.S. policymaking establish-
ment to explicitly provoke their Russian rivals? Part of 
the answer involves the fascist bosses of two key, but 
embattled U.S. imperialist allies, Israel and Saudi Ara-
bia. Both allies are currently fighting Iran-backed militia 
forces, and U.S. policymakers fear that despite the Iran 
bosses’ appearances of cooperating with the U.S., they 
continue to secretly fund militias to further destabilize 
U.S. control.

In neighboring Lebanon, the Israeli bosses fear the 
Iran-backed Shiite militias of Hezbollah more than any 
other immediate threat. The rise of ISIS in Syria has tem-
porarily distracted Hezbollah, which fights on the side 
of Assad in Syria.  In addition, Yemen, on Saudi Arabia’s 
southern border, is torn apart by civil war between Iran-
backed Houthi rebels and the local pro-Saudi regime. 
In response, Saudi Arabia has conducted indiscriminate 
air strikes across Yemen, killing thousands of workers.

U.S. Policymakers Want Reality-Based Imperialism

The U.S. bosses knew that the recent agreements 
allowing Iran access to billions of dollars frozen in 
U.S. bank accounts was a calculated risk. The current 
disagreement is an acknowledgment that Iran has 
not stopped its regional imperialist aspirations. These 
aspirations only benefit Iran’s bosses and, ultimately 
Russia’s imperialism. The “Dissent Channel” faction of 
policymakers acknowledges the reality that the U.S. 
military isn’t in Syria to fight ISIS, but rather to stop Rus-
sia’s influence.

The current Obama policy is a very simple divide-
and-conquer strategy. It seeks to prevent any possi-
ble contender from achieving Middle East dominance 
(R. Kaplan, “Warming to Iran”; Foreign Policy, Jan.-Feb. 
2015.). In particular, the Iran-led Shiite forces, with sup-
port from Russia and Iraq on one side, are pitted on the 
other side against the extremely wealthy Saudi and 
Gulf Cooperation Council dictatorships more closely al-

lied with the U.S.

The State Department officials’ dissenting strategy, 
influenced by the critical Israeli and Saudi interests, re-
orients the strategy directly against Russia. This strat-
egy is based on the knowledge that the U.S. and NATO 
allies have missiles in position to strike Russia as need-
ed. (See “U.S. activating missiles in Europe despite Rus-
sian warning”; PressTV, May 11.) These are the lengths 
the U.S. imperialists are willing to go to defend their 
declining, but lethal empire. The Russian bosses, smell-
ing blood, have shown they are equally willing to spill 
workers’ blood to prevent the U.S. from reestablishing 
dominance over the Middle East.

PLP Fights To Smash Imperialism 
With Communism

Workers internationally are not served by a U.S.-
ruled or Russia-ruled Middle East. We have nothing to 
gain by following the lead of any of the imperialists, 
royalists, theocrats or other reactionaries. Neither do 
workers in any of the imperialist countries of the U.S., 
Iran, or Russia. In these countries, workers are facing an 
onslaught of fascist cuts to living standards in order to 
finance the bosses’ imperialist adventures. The bosses 
in all countries have intensified anti-immigrant racism, 
especially against the millions of refugees forced from 
the imperialist devastation in Syria. 

The bosses cannot fight wars with soldiers who 
would rather turn the guns around on their officers and 
fight for communism. The Black worker-led rebellions in 
Ferguson and Baltimore showed that not only are many 
Black workers and youth more willing to fight the U.S. 
bosses than enlist in the U.S. Army, but also that mil-
lions of white, Asian, Latin, Muslim and Jewish workers 
were inspired by Black resistance to racist police terror.

PLP is organizing a mass Party to “fight like Fergu-
son” against the capitalist bosses of all countries for 
communist revolution. We have a world to win, but it 
can only be won with communist leadership. Building 
an international communist movement led by PLP is 
the solution.J

U.S. Bosses Debate Mideast Strategy,  
No Gains for Workers



MEXiCO CiTY, June 28—As 
murderous capitalist rule in Mexico 
accelerates its decay into fascism, 
hundreds of thousands in the capital 
are protesting in solidarity with the 
teachers’ rebellion in the majority-
indigenous state of Oaxaca. On June 
19, at least ten workers were killed 
and dozens wounded after the cops 
opened fire on a group of teachers, 
students and other demonstrators 
blocking a major highway between 
Oaxaca and Mexico City. 

Masses of rebels have taken the 
streets to protest racist President 
Enrique Peña Nieto’s education re-
forms. They were met by thousands 
of federal and local cops, as well as 
military forces equipped with riot 
gear, high-caliber weapons, planes, 
helicopters and tanks. The struggle 
is growing. On June 22, more than 
200,000 doctors and nurses joined 
the teachers’ national strike to pro-
test Pena Nieto’s Universal Health 
System reform, which they called a 
“disguised way of privatizing health 
in Mexico” (telesurtv.net, 6/21). 

Progressive Labor Party is fight-
ing with the working class in these 
battles. We are bringing commu-
nist revolutionary politics as an al-
ternative to this capitalist hell that 
promotes relentless attacks on the 
working class and inter-imperialist 
war. 

We call on all Party members 
to mobilize and protest at Mexican 
consulates in support of our class 
brothers and sisters in struggle. San 
Francisco and New York City com-
rades have responded with solidari-
ty rallies (see more next issue). Work-
ers: Struggles have no borders! Fight 
for communism!

Fighting the  
Terrorist State

More and more, the battles 
against racist cops and education 
reforms, which hurt indigenous 
and Black workers most of all, are 
becoming one fight against the rul-
ing-class state apparatus. The rebels 
linked the murders of the protesting 
teachers to the 2014 disappearance 
of 43 students from Ayotzinapa Ru-
ral Teachers’ College in the state of 
Guerrero. 

Organized by the National Co-
ordinator of Educational Workers, 
a militant branch of the national 
teachers unión, teachers in Micho-
acán, Guerrero, Oaxaca and Chiapas 
have been on strike for a month to 
try to force the rulers to cancel the 
proposed education reforms. These 
bosses’ attacks would impose stand-
ardized testing and use teacher 
evaluations to discipline educa-
tion workers, similar to anti-worker 
reforms in the United States. They 
would also severely curtail the in-

fluence of the teacher unions and 
threaten teacher colleges with a his-
tory of class-conscious fightback.  

Chiapas, Oaxaca and Guerrero 
are the poorest states in Mexico; 
Michoacán is the tenth- poorest. 
That says a lot in a country where the 
minimum salary is 73 pesos—less 
than four U.S. dollars—a day!

The bosses’ immediate objective 
is to crush the most militant sector 
of Mexico’s working class: the teach-
ers, and especially the teachers in 
Oaxaca, long a combative force. 
Communists understand that an at-
tack on one section of the working 
class is a forewarning of attacks on 
the whole working class.

Workers Block  
Oil Refinery

The massacre of teachers in Oax-
aca reflects a mandate for the Mexi-
can capitalists from their big-power 
imperialist masters in the U.S. and 
China, who are competing to control 
natural resources throughout Latin 
America. 

In contrast to the well-publicized 
teachers strike, the bosses’ media 
are ignoring a recent insurrection in 

the Istmo de Tehuantepec, a region 
in Oaxaca State that includes the 
second-shortest route between 
the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific 
Ocean, after the Panama Canal. In 
the port of Salina Cruz, forces of re-
sistance have blocked the entrance 
to the country’s biggest oil refinery 
run by Pemex, the state-owned pe-
troleum company. 

This area is of high economic, 
strategic and geopolitical impor-
tance—and a potential flashpoint 
of the rivalry between China and 
the U.S. After decades of trying to 
establish an industrial and logistics 
corridor, better known as the Tran-
sístmico, Pena Nieto inaugurated 
a wind farm in the Istmo (Milenio.
com, 2/3/16), ignoring fierce oppo-
sition from teacher unions and in-
digenous groups that condemned 
the project as harmful to their way 
of life. As a report by the Universi-
dad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico 
noted, the prevailing model of wind 
energy development in the Isthmus 
of Tehuantepec “favors developers, 
limiting the benefits received by lo-
cal communities and increasing so-
cial backlash against the projects” 

(Problemas del Desarrollos, July-
September 2014).

On March 4, the Communica-
tion and Transportation secretary 
inaugurated the Autopista Mitla-
Tehuantepec, a 40-kilometer road 
through the Sierra Madre Mountains 
(Gobierno del Estado de Oaxaca, 
4/3/16). In addition, a Transístmico 
train will connect Salinas Cruz, Oax-
aca, with Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, 
creating a regional cluster of indus-
try, including oil refineries. In June 
2014, Pemex began building a pipe-
line to “allow for the transportation 
of cheap, clean and secure combus-
tibles” (El Financiero, 1/27/15). The 
goal of Transístmico is to exploit 
the demand for transporting goods 
from the East coast of North Amer-
ica to China. Meanwhile, China will 
be able to further its interests in the 
petrochemical industry in Veracruz. 

Fascist Control Aids  
Imperialist Aims

As a result of these high-stakes 
capitalist investments and the su-
per-exploitation of local workers, 
resistance and repression are both 
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Murderders!

Teacher, Student Rebellion 
Shake Fascist State

Workers beat back the racist attack, cops run away in fear.
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