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BROOKLYN, September 8—Workers, profes-
sors, and students unite against the racist and 
sexist lockout of professors at Brooklyn Long Is-
land University (LIU)! Students are leading the 
fight: hundreds walked out of their classes and 
they lead the daily protests with chants and signs. 
Electricians, carpenters, and custodians from LIU 
haven’t had a contract for four years and also 
joined in.

In solidarity, several dozen members of the 
Professional Staff Congress-City University of 
New York (PSC-CUNY), including members of the 
Progressive Labor Party, came to the demonstra-
tion. This is an important struggle for the working 
class because students, professors, and workers 
are seeing that this is everyone’s struggle. When 
workers unite, we are a force to be reckoned with 
and we are one step closer to communism!

Students Bear the Burden
The professors are locked out without salaries 

or health benefits because the administration 
wants to force already low-paid adjunct profes-
sors to accept pay cuts. This is just the latest at-
tack. For the past two years, LIU President Kim-
berly Cline has made cuts to departments and 
student services and laid off professors, forcing 
other to take on higher work loads. All this trans-
lates to students getting fewer resources and a 
worse education. Cline says it is to “balance the 
budget” while she pockets an annual salary of 
more than $650,000.

These budget cuts attack students and make 
it increasingly difficult to get an education. Stu-
dents at LIU pay over $34,000 in tuition, with tui-
tion increasing every year. That doesn’t even in-
clude the cost of food or housing. Many go into 
crippling debt just to pay for college. What do 
they get for their money? The LIU administration 
replaced 400 of the faculty with a couple hundred 
“scabs with doctorates” who were unprepared or 
unqualified to teach the first day of class. When 

professors are attacked, students bear the brunt.
Several speakers at the rally also pointed out 

that these attacks are racist and sexist. The LIU 
C.W. Post campus has mostly white students, 
while the Brooklyn campus is over 50 percent 
Black, Latin, and Asian students and 70 percent 
women. Students pay roughly the same tuition, 
but funds are re-routed to the LIU C.W. Post cam-
pus. Professors at the Brooklyn campus make 
lower salaries and receive fewer benefits. One of 
the demands of the faculty union, the LIUFF, is for 
equal salaries for both campuses. 

Worker-Student Alliance 
All across the country, both public and private 

universities are using more and more non-tenure 
track, contingent professors—adjuncts—who 
are given low salaries and few, if any, benefits. 
Workers seldom get new contracts to match the 
insane cost of living. Students are constantly 

paying more in tuition and getting less for their 
money. That’s how capitalism works everywhere: 
bosses maintain profits by making it easier to fire 
workers and by cutting benefits and resources.

The fight at LIU is for students, workers, and 
faculty everywhere. The bosses want us to be-
lieve that professors, students, and manual work-
ers all have different struggles and that they must 
fight back separately. That is why it is key that 
all different workers are coming together in this 
struggle. The protesters understand that if man-
agement is able to lock out union members and 
force them to accept concessionary terms, it’s a 
blow to working people everywhere.

As the working class at LIU fight for better 
living conditions, we must all follow their exam-
ple. Workers and students everywhere should 
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OUR FIGHT 

 

LProgressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship 
of the capitalist class. We organize work-
ers, soldiers and youth into a revolutionary 
movement for communism. 

L the dictatorship of the working class — 
communism — can provide a lasting solution 
to the disaster that is today’s world for bil-
lions of people. This cannot be done through 
electoral politics, but requires a revolution-
ary movement and a mass Red Army led by 
PLP.

LWorldwide capitalism, in its relentless 
drive for profit, inevitably leads to war, fas-
cism, poverty, disease, starvation and envi-
ronmental destruction. The capitalist class, 
through its state power — governments, 
armies, police, schools and culture — main-
tains a dictatorship over the world’s work-
ers. The capitalist dictatorship supports, 
and is supported by, the anti-working-class 
ideologies of racism, sexism, nationalism, 
individualism and religion.

LWhile the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism 
is the real failure for billions worldwide. 
Capitalism returned to Russia and China 
because socialism retained many aspects of 
the profit system, like wages and privileges. 
Russia and China did not establish commu-
nism.

LCommunism means working collectively to 
build a worker-run society. We will abolish 
work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment,  
communism needs everyone to contribute 
and share in society’s benefits and burdens.

LCommunism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses rac-
ism to super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and 
indigenous workers, and to divide the entire 
working class.

LCommunism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women — sexism — and 
divisive gender roles created by the class 
society.

LCommunism means abolishing nations 
and nationalism. One international working 
class, one world, one Party.

LCommunism means that the minds of 
millions of workers must become free from 
religion’s false promises, unscientific think-
ing and poisonous ideology. Communism will 
triumph when the masses of workers can 
use the science of dialectical materialism to 
understand, analyze and change the world 
to meet their needs and aspirations.

LCommunism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions 
of workers — eventually everyone — must 
become communist organizers. Join Us!
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WHO WRITES FOR CHALLENGE?
The fact that CHALLENGE/PLP articles 

are not signed grows from PLP’s criticism of 
the cult of the individual in the former socialist 
Soviet Union and China. We do not want to en-
courage the possibility of building up a “follow-
ing” around any particular individual.

While an article may be written by one 
person, the final version is based on collective 
discussion and criticism. Many times this col-
lective discussion even precedes an individual’s 
writing of an article.

The conflict of 1914 was the “seminal catastro-
phe” of the twentieth century. There is no reason 
to suppose the [China]-American conflict of a 
decade hence would not be the seminal catas-
trophe of the twenty-first.

— The National Interest, 9/7/16.
China’s recent imperialist expansion clashes head-

on with the need of U.S. capitalism to maintain its 
top-dog status, signaling another step toward world 
war. Despite July’s ruling against them by the inter-
national Permanent Court of Arbitration, the Chinese 
imperialists continue to sail their ships through the 
Scarborough Shoal (Washington Post, 9/7). According 
to the Philippines military, these ships were capable 
of dredging sand—in other words, building more is-
lands. The Shoal is part of a “strategic triangle” near 
the Philippines “that would allow Beijing to control 
the South China Sea” (qz.com, 9/11).

The international working class is caught squarely 
in the middle of this dogfight. Workers are the ones 
who fight and die in imperialist wars; the bosses will 
spare no worker in their quest for domination of prof-
it, labor, and resources. Regardless of which capitalist 
power winds up on top, workers will suffer mass casu-
alties, racist and sexist exploitation, and extreme state 
terror. The Progressive Labor Party fights for commu-
nism, a system that will smash racism, sexism, and im-
perialist war for all time. 

Primer for War
The shift of global power now underway—the 

relative decline of the U.S. empire, and the surge of 
China—is a primer for war. Prior to World War I, the 
Ottoman and Russian empires were falling, and the 
U.S. was early in its rise. By the end of World War II, U.S. 
imperialism had established worldwide dominance. 
But that was then. Today the U.S. faces challenges on 
many fronts: Russia, ISIS, the Middle East, Africa, Latin 
America and China. This editorial will focus on the 
clash with China and analyze The National Interest1 
article published two days after the G20 summit con-
ference in Hangzhou, China: “Why America and China 
Today Are Like Pre-World War I Europe.” 

The bosses are now openly admitting what PLP 
has asserted for years. Disputes over the South China 
Sea, more assertive regional powers like Japan and 
the Philippines, the creation of the U.S.-dominated 
Trans-Pacific Partnership, and China’s One Belt, One 
Road initiative are moving the world toward a broad 
global conflict. While these developments are fluid 
and could go in many directions, ruling-class academ-
ic Jared McKinney lays out a blow-by-blow scenario 
for the next world war: 

The creation of new flashpoints in the East and 
South China Seas is the first stage. This has already 
happened.

The South China Sea is essential to China’s bid to 
establish itself as the new top-dog imperialist. China’s 
economy depends on foreign trade, 90 percent of 
which travels by sea, which puts the rising superpower 
in a vulnerable position. In 2013, 82 percent of China’s 
crude oil imports passed through the Strait of Malac-
ca, a maritime choke point controlled by the United 
States (Stratfor, 6/24/2015). When China builds islands 
with military capabilities and flouts international mar-
itime law, it is pushing back aggressively against U.S. 
imperialism. As all imperialists understand, those who 
control the movement of oil control the world. 

The increased number of Chinese boats in the 
Scarborough Shoal, a “precursor to possible build-

1  The National Interest is a bipartisan imperialist think 
tank whose honorary chairman is Henry Kissinger, a leading war 
criminal in the Richard Nixon administration of the early 1970s. 
The pair are responsible for the slaughter of millions of workers in 
Vietnam, Bangladesh, Chile, Argentina, Rhodesia, and more. 

Rising China,  
Primer for War

In light of the upcoming election of the next chief 
servant of arch-U.S. imperialists, Foreign Affairs (the 
magazine of the Council on Foreign Relations, the 
leading think tank for the main finance wing of U.S. 
capitalism) dedicates its entire September/October 
issue to future war strategy. What the U.S. self-ad-
mittedly needs but lacks are class unity and ground 
forces. As conflict with China intensifies, the U.S. rul-
ing class is insecure about many things, among them 
a disjointed Congress and a “broken military system.”

Co-writing with one of the bosses’ favorite strat-
egists, Michael O’Hanlon, disgraced former general 
and war criminal David Petraeus (Afghanistan, Iraq) 
calls the U.S. armed forces “the best military in the 
world today, by far,” but cautions that it must be 
ready to handle multiple battles simultaneously. 
These ruling-class insiders criticize Barack Obama’s 
plan to cut back the active-duty Army: 

Washington might declare its lack of interest in 
large-scale land operations and stabilization 
[occupation] missions, but history suggests 
that eventually it would find itself engaging 
in them nevertheless…The current and future 
army must be ready to handle a wide range of 
possible challenges.

They go on to call the current military budget of 
$600 billion a “bargain,” and advise against further 
cuts. If the U.S. is to check China’s imperialist ambi-
tions, the bosses will need more than a TPP. They will 
need a willing army.  

Making a Draft Palatable
As reflected in Foreign Affairs, the U.S. ruling class 

is now openly calling for a draft: “The only way to cre-
ate a military reserve that looks like the United States 
[demographically] is to empower the state to require 
involuntary service. The trick is to make the empow-
erment politically palatable.” The bosses know they 
need a military that is “equitable and inclusive: no 
exemptions for the well-to-do.”  

While racism and divisions within the working 
class prop up the capitalists’ profit system, these di-
visions also limit their maneuverability. The bosses 
lament their lack of an essential aspect of fascism: 
all-class unity. Presenting a “people’s army,” as the 
CFR calls it, is contingent upon building a patriotic 
“America First” mindset. This has been a big struggle 
for the rulers, as the massive unpopularity of both 
Democratic and Republican politicians attests. 

Who will pay for these coming oil wars? The work-
ing class. The main causes of U.S. financial woes “are 
the government’s rapidly increasing debt and the ex-
panding cost of entitlement programs…It is on the 
domestic front where the tough choices will have to 
be made in order to defend the nation’s security and 
economic well-being.”

Only through fascist control on the domestic 
front can the imperialists gain an edge on the war 
front. To mobilize for war, the bosses need intensi-
fied nationalism and patriotism to pacify the work-
ing class into accepting lower wages and benefits 
and massive state terror. Tax dollars will be funneled 
into the buckling U.S. infrastructure. Last year, the 
American Society of Civil Engineers gave U.S. infra-
structure a grade of D+. It estimates an investment of 
$3.6 trillion will be needed by 2020 if the U.S. econo-
my expects “to be the most competitive in the world” 
(Wired, 1/23/15). 

Turn Imperialist War Into Class War
To paraphrase Marx, every problem contains the 

elements of its own solution. World War I gave rise 
to the Bolshevik Revolution and the Soviet Union, 
the first workers’ state. World War II gave rise to the 
Chinese Revolution. The march towards World War III 

U.S. Says: 
Mobilize for 
War, Draft

Continued on page 4
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SAN JOSE, CA, September 2—“Same enemy 
same fight, to smash sexism we must unite,” PLP and 
other anti-sexists at the Santa Clara Hall of Justice 
where rapist Brock Turner was released.

Turner was convicted of three felonies for sexual 
assault against an unconscious woman and was sen-
tenced to a mere six months in jail, only serving three. 
Progressive Labor Party gave leadership across San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, and New York City to protest the 
special oppression of women (see LA report on page 3).

Building the Action
We built support for the protest by making posters 

and selling CHALLENGE at a public university in the Bay 
Area. We canvassed the day before, too. Eleven peo-
ple, mainly women, came out to make posters. We also 
signed up eight students to either come to the protest 
at the Santa Clara Hall or come to future Party events. 
Many were angry at the sexist injustice system and one 
student said, “Revolution is the only way to stop this, I 
need to be with y’all.” PLP is hosting a “Smash Sexism 
BBQ & Movie” event to continue our efforts to fight 
against sexism and build working class unity.

It’s Not Just Persky, It’s Capitalism
Aaron Persky, the judge who served a careless rul-

ing justified his decision by claiming Turner had given 
up a “hard-earned swimming scholarship” and that 
prison would be “severe.” Perksy is sending a sexist mes-
sage: that an elite white man’s future overrides the safe-
ty of college women. This sexist judge and the whole 
injustice system have got to go! To draw this connec-
tion, we chanted, “Turner and Persky one and the same, 
sexist terror is the name of their game.”

Persky is one part of a wide criminal system that 
serves to protect ruling-class interests and idea, not 
working-class women. Harassment, intimidation, and 
abuse from courts and the police are common across 
the country, which is a large reason why women don’t 
report rapes and why few perpetrators ever face con-
viction or jail time.

In the few cases that went to trial, prosecutors could 
be brutal to the victim and judges extremely lenient to 
the rapist. In one email exchange, a prosecutor referred 
to a woman who had reported a sexual assault as a “con-
niving little whore.” A cop wrote back: “Lmao! I feel the 
same” (NYT, 8/11). In the Bay Area, 28 police from five 
districts used a 17-year-old girl as a sex slave (CNN, 7/3). 

Sexism’s Twin: Racism
In New York City, we discussed how racism and sex-

ism function together inside the police and the courts. 
If the judge can admit that prison is harmful for Turner, 
the millions of working-class Black and Latin working 
class, who are routinely criminalized? The Turner case 
is a sharp contrast to the five Black teens from Browns-
ville, Brooklyn who were wrongly accused of rape. The 
media instantly demonized and convicted them, while 

Brock Turner, an actual rapist, got away with a mere 
three months. In the sexist, dehumanizing profit sys-
tem, which treats all workers as commodities, rape and 
sexist violence are rampant. 

The San Francisco education club met to discuss the 
political points prior to publishing the leaflet. A com-
rade pointed out that state violence against women 
serves the same purpose as racist state violence against 
Black workers. These acts of violence create divisions 
between women, men, Black, and white workers. It 
breeds the kind of terror aimed to immobilize workers 
from uniting against oppression and exploitation, guar-
anteeing billions of super-profits and their rule. 

Know Your Enemy
We discussed with friends about naming our en-

emy: it is capitalism or patriarchy? A patriarchy is a so-
ciety in which men have systemic power, and women 
do not. But that analysis leaves out class society, and 
assumes women in power (i.e., bosses and politicians) 
will make life better for working women. 

In India, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi brutally 
suppressed striking railway workers and pushed their 
families out of their homes. In Britain, Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher attacked striking miners, closed 
unprofitable industries and privatized those that re-
mained. Hillary Clinton destroyed the lives of countless 
women from the U.S. to the Middle East (see page 8). 
When the occasional woman attains a position of pow-
er, the bosses run a victim-blaming campaign against 
other poor women. 

Sexism’s root cause is capitalism, not men. In fact, 
sexism hurts men—in very material ways. When wom-

en’s wages are depressed, the rest of the working class 
men go down with them. Ever since 1973, though pro-
ductivity grew by 72 percent, workers wages rose only 
by 9 percent (ThinkProgress, 9/2/15). 

Buying into the bosses’ ideas and practices benefits 
only the ruling class and destroys our chances of having 
a successful working class revolution.

Build an Egalitarian Society 
PLP is committed to building a communist society 

where women and men will work side by side to meet 
the needs of the working class. We saw the beginning 
of what’s possible last century. In revolutionary China, 
prostitution was virtually eliminated. In the Soviet Un-
ion, educational facilities at all levels granted equal ac-
cess to men and women. (At the height of the Soviet 
era, 60 percent of engineers were women.) Maternity 
leave with full pay was universal; new mothers had no 
worry about losing their jobs. There were ample kinder-
gartens, day care centers, nurseries, and playgrounds, 
as well as communal dining rooms. The concept of 
housekeeping as “women’s work” was abolished. 

We can learn from the successes and mistakes of 
China and the Soviet Union to build a better world un-
der communism. PLP fights directly for communism, 
abolishing wages at once—the material basis for racist 
and sexist division.  

We saw the potential for this society during our 
protest, women and men, Asian, Latin, Black, and white 
united against the sexist violence of Brock Turner and 
the capitalist state protection granted by Judge Persky. 
From Brooklyn to San Francisco to Los Angeles, fight for 
communism!J

Smash Sexist State Violence

Los Angeles Expose Sexist Profit Motive 
LOS ANGELES, September 2—The Progres-

sive Labor Party made an immediate coast to 
coast call to action when Stanford rapist Brock 
Turner was let out after a three-month jail sen-
tence. Turner’s case is an example of the sexist 
culture and oppression that feeds on capitalism.

Who Benefits? The Moneybags
At our rally, a multiracial group of women and 

men exposed the sexist nature of capitalism in 
both Spanish and English. A common saying on 
the bullhorn was, “Who benefits from sexism?” 

One comrade gave multiple examples of  how 
capitalism needs sexist ideology and how women 
are seen as disposable objects. He pointed at bill-
boards surrounding the neighborhood.

One sign in particular had a huge logo of the 
Hustler Casino, owned by sexist filth Larry Flynt 
who is best known for his pornographic maga-
zine. Hustler has a proud 42-year history of op-
pressing women and selling their bodies as com-
modities.

Wage Slavery
This sexist culture has an economic root—

wage slavery. In 1921, Lenin wrote that “under 
capitalism the female half of the human race is 

doubly oppressed….not only are they exploited 
as members of the working class, they continue to 
be ‘household slaves,’ for they are overburdened 
with the drudgery of the most squalid, back-
breaking and stultifying toil in the kitchen and 
family household” (in a Supplement to Pravda No. 
51). Wage labor exists as long as unpaid labor ex-
ists. Abolishing the wage system is the essential 
step to smashing sexism. 

Passersby stopped to talk about how they 
have not heard many people talking about sexism 
and immigration in the same sentence. This was 
coming from Latin women, who are very familiar 
with sexism. It shows that sexism is very much on 
worker’s minds.

When one speaker was trying to explain how 
women were paid less by the bosses, a group of 
passersby screamed, “20 percent less than men!” 
The wage gap is much higher for Black, Latin, 
Asian, and undocumented women. 

Sexist State Violence
Referring to this wage slavery, comrades 

pointed to the surrounding neighborhood homes 
of garment workers. Sexism affects women all 
over the world. “Since coming to office in 2009, 

Obama’s government has deported more than 2.5 
million people—up 23% from the George W. Bush 
years” (Fusion, 1/7/16). In addition, the Deporter-
in-Chief’s latest targets are women and unaccom-
panied kids fleeing capitalist violence in Central 
America. 

The main violence against working-class wom-
en is coming from capitalism and the government 
that serves it. This capitalist state violence aims to 
terrorize and weaken the whole working class. 

Women and Men Unite!
There is no doubt that capitalism is not on 

the side of the workers. We can even see that in 
the current presidential campaigns (see page 8).  
What progress has capitalist society made now 
that our daughters can run for president and 
fight shoulder to shoulder with men on the front 
lines for U.S. imperialism? Progress for the bosses, 
greater attacks on workers. So again we asked, 
“Who benefits from sexism?” Not working-class 
men, or women. 

Women and men must struggle shoulder to 
shoulder on the front lines for communist revolu-
tion. That would be victory for the working class. 
Let’s fight!J
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ing of structures on the shoal,” is just the latest 
example of capitalist China’s ambitions (Reuters, 
9/8). In response, the U.S. and its ally, Japan, are 
increasing their military resources in the South 
China Sea by arming patrol ships and surveillance 
aircraft, and by training military forces in Malaysia 
and the Philippines (Stratfor, 9/7). 

It’s only a matter of time until the U.S. sends 
more troops to these regions. “By positioning suf-
ficient troops forward, including ground forces in 
Japan and the Philippines, the U.S. could…offset 
China’s military buildup” (Foreign Affairs, Septem-
ber/October). 

 Strengthened anti-China groups (both mili-
tary and economic) are the second stage; this is 
currently under way.

In addition to challenging the seas, China is 
making what may be the biggest economic de-
velopment plan in history, “One Belt, One Road” 
(OBOR). Funded by the Asian Infrastructure In-
vestment Bank (AIIB), China’s rival to the U.S.-
backed World Bank, this is a plan to develop mar-
kets and infrastructure in over 60 countries across 
Asia, Africa, and Europe. OBOR is luring a number 
of national bosses traditionally allied with the 
U.S., from Saudi Arabia (the largest source of U.S. 
oil profits) to Djibouti (home to a U.S. military 
base) to Turkey, the no longer reliable corridor 
from Europe to the Middle East. 

 The strategy behind the Belt and Road Initia-
tive is to diversify transit lines, thereby mitigating 
China’s vulnerability to external economic disrup-
tion and reinvigorating China’s slowing economy 
(Stratfor, 6/24/15). 

U.S. bosses have responded by locking down 
their allies and creating their own economic alli-
ance, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), though 
it has yet to be passed by Congress. The TPP is 
a trade agreement among twelve countries in 
North America, South America, Asia, and Oce-
ania, similar to the Clinton administration’s North 

American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 
An intensified arms race with China and si-

multaneous constructed crises, typically over “al-
liance credibility,” are the third stage.

As China advances to realize its global ambi-
tions, it must build a military to protect Chinese 
capitalists’ investments. China’s military is still 
weak, as compared to the U.S., but it is strength-
ening quickly. China just launched the world’s 
first quantum satellite, which can easily detect 
stealth planes and is highly resistant to jamming. 
They are also close to finishing the first Chinese-
made aircraft carrier, a big step in extending their 
military reach. 

Peaceful resolution of a few crises is the fourth 
stage. It’s here that…the statesmen insist on 
‘firmly’ defending ‘present-day interests,’ having 
no fear of the specter of war.

U.S. Vice President Joseph Biden writes, “The 
next administration will have to steer a relation-
ship with China that encompasses both break-

through cooperation and, potentially, 
intensified competition” (Foreign Af-
fairs, September/October). It’s no co-
incidence that China, Australia and 
the U.S. recently staged their third 
annual joint military survival training 
exercise “to build cooperation and 
trust”—just one week before Russia 
and China were to conduct an eight-
day naval drill in the South China Sea 
(People’s Daily, 9/11). Temporary co-
operation, a sign of weakness for a 
constrained U.S., will inevitably give 
way to wider conflict.J

One September 2, over 180 million work-
ers went on a one-day strike in India. Work-
ers from state-run factories, power stations, 
and banks, and at garment factories in Tamil 
Nadu, automobile factories in Karnataka, a 
major hospital in Delhi, transportation in-
dustries in Haryana, iron mines, to sanitation 
plants, all partcipated, making it the largest 
strike in history (Guardian 9/2)! This strike 
cost Indian bosses over $2.5 billion dollars. It 
is a victory for working-class consciousness.

The strike was called in response to Prime 
Minister and leader of the fascist Hindu Na-
tionalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Naren-
dra Modi’s vicious attacks on workers in the 
name of balancing the budget and improv-
ing the economy. Under Modi, health work-
ers in some states have not been paid in 
months and food subsidy and distribution 
programs are unfunded. The government is 
actively encouraging private employers to 
attack workers attempting to unionize while 
labor protections have become weaker and 
weaker. Modi has pushed for increased for-
eign investment and privatization of state-
run industries, which would lead to even 
lower wages and fewer jobs.

When the government learned of work-
ers’ threats to strike, it offered to increase the 
minimum wage from $96 to $135 per month, 
but workers did not take the bait (Al Jazeera 
9/2/16). They struck and are demanding a 
minimum wage of $268 per month, stronger 
labor laws and enforcement of the laws, uni-
versal social security, and a ban on foreign 
investment in the railroad system. Women 
are playing a large role in this struggle, and 
union leaders say it’s essential to get equal 
pay for men and women as part of this strike.

Some politicians are threatening to in-
voke the Essential Services Maintenance Act 
(ESMA) on sanitation workers in Ahmenabad 
who are still on strike.  Similar to New York’s 
Taylor Law, ESMA allows the government to 
fine, fire, and arrest striking workers if they 
don’t return to work. 

These millions of workers are standing 
strong and know that they, not the bosses, 
have the power. If they continue fighting to-
gether, the bosses’ attacks won’t work. This 
working-class unity terrifies the bosses, be-
cause the bosses know that it will eventually 
eliminate them and their racist, sexist profit 
system.

The racist U.S. media has refused to pub-
licize any news of the strikes because they 
know that workers realizing their power in 
one country can inspire workers worldwide. 
CHALLENGE is the only newspaper that 
spreads news of working class struggles all 
around the world. The Progressive Labor Par-
ty distributes CHALLENGE in over 27 coun-
tries and we aim to unite the international 
working class.

It is the job of the Progressive Labor Party 
to turn this struggle into one for communist 
revolution. Any victories won from the strikes 
can be taken away, as we see in the United 
States where pensions, benefits, and pay 
are being slashed. The only way to maintain 
long-term victory is to fight for a world where 
workers, not bosses, run society.J

INDIA:  
180 M 

on Strike

Continued from page 2

China, U.S. Prep for War

will give rise to the conditions for a worldwide 
communist revolution. Everywhere in the 
world—including China and the U.S.—the in-
ternational working class is fighting back.

Fighting back counts. September 9 
marked the 45-year anniversary of the Attica 
prison rebellion in upstate New York, when 
1,300 prisoners revolted against brutal, racist 
conditions. For four days, before liberal Gov-
ernor Nelson Rockefeller launched his mas-
sacre, they were in charge. This example of 
Black working-class-led rebellion lives on as 
a terrible reminder for the bosses—and as an 
inspiration for our class.J

Continued from page 2

U.S. Draft



PAKISTAN, September 14—Pakistan has 
become a laboratory for the capitalist bosses to 
see how much labor they can grind out of the 
working class while worsening their misery, but 
the revolutionary communist Progressive Labor 
Party (PLP) is growing in the fight to organize 
workers into our international party. All over Paki-
stan, workers are organizing small and big fights 
against the bosses, and coming into conflict with 
the influence of capitalist politicians and profes-
sional fake leftist misleaders, who try to sell out 
the struggles.

PLP is striving to give the working class true 
leadership and build a mass party that can end 
capitalism and build a state run by the working 
class: communism. To succeed in communist 
revolution, we have to smash the bosses’ state 
by freeing the working class from the illusions 
pushed by these misleaders. PLP in Pakistan has 
been exposing the misleaders’ role while leading 
the struggles against the bosses and their system- 
in industries all across the country!

Roll Call of Workers’ Fightback
Below are a few of the struggles PLP is in the 

thick of in Pakistan.
-Brick kiln workers, many of whom are wom-

en, are the most exploited in Pakistan. They are 
routinely tortured, harassed, and raped by the 
kiln owners. They are also among the worst paid. 
Kiln workers are striking and hunger striking for 
the implementation of a minimum wage for kiln 
workers: 1,036 Pakistani rupees per 1,000 bricks 
made, which is about $9.94 in U.S. dollars.

—Electricity workers have held nationwide 
rallies, protests and meetings to press the gov-
ernment to accept their demands. Workers raised 
slogans urging the Water and Power Develop-
ment Authority (WAPDA) management to ensure 
safe working conditions to the field staff. There 
has been a rise in fatal accidents involving the 
line staff during the past year. Workers and PL’ers 
said it is capitalism which has no concerns about 
the lives of the working class, because capitalism 
needs more and more profit at the cost of ever 
more working class lives. PL’ers and supporters 
condemned the so-called leaders of their trade 
union, and declared only the fight for internation-
al communist revolution can improve the lives of 
the working class.

—Comrades and friends in the Water and San-
itation Agency (WASA) trade union are protesting 
against the bosses, shutting down work at differ-
ent WASA stations and urging the government 
to implement their charter of demands. The de-
mands include payment of three-month salaries 
to employees, one-month salaries to the sacked 
contractual and work-charged workers, reinstate-
ment of laid-off workers, implementation of de-
ceased’s sons quota, payment of provident fund, 
gratuity and other allowances. 

—Hundreds of workers and PL’ers working for 
MOL (a Hungarian oil and gas company) organ-
ized a strike against the firm’s contract system. 
Workers gathered outside the main gate of the 
central processing facility where they staged a 
protest sit-in, restricting the movement of the 
company vehicles. They chanted slogans against 
the MOL administration, claiming they had been 
working in the company for the last eight years on 
contract at very low wages. The workers said they 
would not tolerate the cruelty under the contract 
system anymore, and demanded that they be 
brought under the direct payroll of the company 
with all perks and privileges which were being 
provided to the firm’s other employees. Mean-
while, on the alleged directives of the adminis-
tration of the company, police raided the protest 
camp and arrested about 100 workers. The work-
ers were later set free by the police when their 
fellow workers and comrades, waving red flags, 

marched and agitated for their release.
—Teachers and nurses are agitating against 

the bosses’ policy to exploit them vigorously 
without increasing their wages and securing their 
lives. Nurses and other health workers are organiz-
ing demonstrations in different parts of the coun-
try, but their union misleadership routinely com-
promise with the authorities to break the strikes. 
Teachers are still waiting for the fulfillment of the 
bosses’ promises about better service structure 
and resolving their promotion issues but noth-
ing changed because of their puppet right-wing 
union leadership. Teachers began boycotting 
academic activities at government universities 
across Sindh, Pakistan’s largest and most industri-
alized province, as academic activities were sus-
pended at eight major public sector universities 
in the province. The so-called leadership of the 
Federation of All Pakistan Universities Academic 
Staff Association (FAPUASA) is doing nothing for 
academic staff except to get a good position or 
posting for them. However, in this fight also, PLP 
is struggling to expose these misleaders.

‘Politicians and Pushers…’
When Pakistan’s capitalist politicians aren’t 

busy pushing illusions on the working class with 
nationalism, sexism and racism, they’re blaming 
each other for corruption and money laundering. 
They serve Pakistan’s capitalist class well by hiding 
the real issues for the working class - exploitation, 
low wages, long working hours without overtime, 
no safety at workplaces, poverty, and increasing  
unemployment. 

Unemployment is increasing on a daily basis 
for many workers. No social service structure exist 
even for impoverished government employees. 
The bosses harass and assault women workers 
with impunity, while workers are caught in the 
middle of various feuding mafias and terrorist 
groups. Not a single trade union or employee’s 
organization organizes actions against any of this. 
PL’ers are engaged with the working class to ex-
pose that the people claiming to be our “leaders” 
are in the pockets of Pakistan’s top bosses. Paki-
stan’s capitalists depend on keeping the working 
class here submissive and beaten down, while 
they fulfill their expanding regional imperialist 
ambitions. 

Pakistan: Vital to Global 
Imperialist Chessboard

Pakistan’s capitalists were, for decades, reli-

able U.S. imperialist allies. Today they are central 
players in the Chinese capitalist class’s “One Belt, 
One Road” (OBOR), otherwise known as the “New 
Silk Road.” The OBOR project consists of $1.4 tril-
lion in infrastructure projects like railroad and 
highway networks and deep-water ports, push-
ing four billion workers in 64 countries into a Chi-
nese capitalist-dominated market ten times the 
size of the markets dominated by U.S. imperial-
ism. In particular, the

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
has the potential to unblock vast swathes of 
South Asia, with [Pakistan’s deep-water port] 
Gwadar, operated by China Overseas Port Hold-
ings, slated to become a key naval hub of the 
New Silk Roads (Sputnik News, 8/31/16).

Pakistan’s involvement with OBOR increased 
along with its status as a full member of the Rus-
sian and Chinese imperialist-led Shanghai Co-
operation Organization (SCO) (Voice of America, 
7/7/15). The SCO is an international military alli-
ance designed as a rival to the U.S. imperialist-led 
NATO. Much as NATO’s military power allied with 
the European Union allowed U.S. imperialism to 
project its economic power following World War 
II, 

a lot of the (OBOR) action happens in mem-
ber-states or observers of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization. The New Silk Roads are 
about to be totally intertwined with…the SCO 
as a security-economic cooperation umbrella 
(Sputnik). 

The rise of the Russian/Chinese imperialist 
OBOR/SCO bloc sharpens the rivalry with the frac-
turing U.S. imperialist-led NATO/ EU bloc. The U.S. 
capitalist class, declining but still heavily armed 
and ready to defend their global empire, will not 
concede many such vital “pieces” of their imperial-
ist chessboard without all-out war. The threat of 
World War III looms in this intensifying imperialist 
rivalry. 

PLP is involved in organizing different small 
and big struggles against the capitalist system to 
show the working class that they are more than 
just chess pieces in an imperialist game. The work-
ing class can forge its own world, and through in-
ternational communist revolution we can get rid 
of these imperialist wars, exploitation, poverty, 
slavery, illiteracy, racism, nationalism and terror-
ism- once and for all. Our fight continues. We have 
a world to win!J
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Rise of Fightback in Pakistan

Brick kiln workers on a hunger strike. Their banners and chants charge the government of 
openly supporting the brick kiln bosses violating the minimum wage laws.



…Not only are conditions worse today than they 
were during Attica,… Attica once again…. is syn-
onymous with prisoner resistance.

—Heather Ann Thompson, history professor 
at the University of Michigan, (Jacobin, 9/9)

NEW YORK, September 9—Forty-five years ago, 
Black imprisoned workers led their white and Latin 
counterparts in a rebellion against the racist deplor-
able conditions at Attica prison in northwestern New 
York State. Today prisoners nationwide are organizing 
once again. Capitalism is a never-ending disaster.  For 
workers, students and prisoners worldwide only com-
munism is a solution: a world without racism, sexism or 
imperialist wars.

Concentration Camp
In September of 1971, the conditions at Attica pris-

on in the northwest corner of New York State were bru-
tal. Inmates suffered from starving bellies, untreated in-
fections, falling teeth, lack of toilet paper, and showers 
only once a week often without any soap (Jacobin, 9/9). 
With about 2,300 inmates, Attica was overcrowded to 
almost twice its capacity. The prisoner population was 
54 percent Black, 9 percent Puerto Rican and 37 percent 
white. All 383 guards were white. 

So the prisoners organized. They read Marx and 
Frantz Fanon. They formed the Attica Liberation Faction 
uniting different political groupings. They had educa-
tional rap sessions in the prison yard. They put together 
demands for improved conditions and sent them to 
state, city and prison officials. All demands for change 
by the prisoners were ignored.

Rebellion
After a prisoner fought back against a brutal guard, 

the prison bosses ordered a crackdown that led to a 
violent fight. The prison guard was beaten and eventu-
ally died. But a small group of more politicized prison-
ers immediately changed it into an organized rebellion. 
Meetings were held, demands were discussed and for-
mulated, and leaders were chosen. A central part of the 
prison called Times Square was fortified. They chose a 
negotiation committee. They figured out how to feed 
1,300 people and obtained medical care for those most 
in need.

Rockefeller’s Fascist Savagery 
But New York State Governor Nelson Rockefeller 

and various authorities were not interested in negotia-
tions. They had a two-pronged racist strategy: spread 
vicious lies about the rebellious prisoners and viciously 
attack them as soon as possible. Both the media and 
various officials spread racist lies about supposed atroc-
ities committed by the rebels, including slitting the 
throats of the hostages. The attack by the state involved 
hundreds of state cops, National Guardsmen, and both 
current and former prison guards. They were handed 
weapons from a supply truck without regard to serial 
numbers and they had their own personal weapons. 

Road to Mass Incarceration
The attack started with a gas that incapacitated 

the rebelling prisoners. This was followed by fifteen 
minutes of indiscriminate shooting that slaughtered 
29 prisoners and 9 guards. After the prison was totally 
secured, four more prisoners-leaders of the rebellion- 
were hunted down and killed. That was followed by 
vicious beatings, torture and no medical care. Heather 
Ann Thompson: “In the aftermath is when the real bru-
tality begins. The doctors are trying to help prisoners, 
while guards are dumping them off of stretchers, kick-
ing them, urinating into wounds, making the most hor-

rific scene unfold.” (Democracy Now, 7/9).

President Richard “Nixon repeatedly assured Rock-
efeller he did the right thing, because Attica was “the 
Blacks,” and part of a nationwide conspiracy by the 
communists and Black radicals to undermine [U.S.]” 
(truth-out, 9/9). Within a year, Rockefeller enacted a law 
that formed the seeds of the “war on drugs” (racist war 
on workers) operation.

Attica scared the bosses, and they reacted with 
more terrorization of the Black and Latin working 
class. In 1970, the year before Attica, there were nearly 
200,000 people in prison. By 2015, that number to 2.3 
million people, a 400 percent increase in the rate of in-
carceration (Five-Thirty-Eight, 2/12/16).

Attica is a symbol of working-class rebellion and vi-
ciously racist aftermath. Attica today means fight back 
against racist state terror. 

Prisons can be a site of struggle and fightback. At 
the Kinross Correctional Facility in Michigan 400 prison-
ers protested today to commemorate Attica. And more 
are organizing again against deplorable prison condi-
tions throughout the country. Nationwide protests are 
growing against racism and sexism. More than ever, we 
need to fight for communism to end these capitalist 
atrocities once and for all.J
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HAITI, Sept 7—Solidarity must be at the 
heart of what it means to be a communist. 
Communism is not only a political and eco-
nomic system, it is also a way of life. Building 
an international revolutionary communist par-
ty means breaking the boundaries of racism, 
sexism, social division of labor and economic 
inequalities fueling the life of workers-all barri-
ers created by capitalism to divide and alienate 
the working class.

Therefore, communists must develop our 
line through our everyday lives, along with de-
veloping trust between communists and the 
working class. This summer, PLP here contin-
ued to experience and develop that solidarity 
with North American communists and friends 
and relatives.

We relied on our friends to help overcome 
some logistical difficulties. A young friend 
drove our visitors to the lodging. He had a drink 
with us and joined in a lively discussion about 
the current level of class struggle in Haiti. We 
accompanied the U.S. comrades everywhere: 
tired, a comrade felt a cold coming on; right 
away, a friend brought her leaves and honey to 
prepare a cure.

On a short journey out of town, a doctor 
friend drove and stayed overnight with us, and 
we ate and drank together, talking late into the 
night, strengthening our ties. For other visits, 
we traveled in a pickup other friends provided 

for us. Together we visited a retired worker from 
the U.S.  trying to build a social service center 
in a small rural community. We shared the com-
forts and discomforts (Some had to ride in the 
back of the truck). For several days, we traveled  
together, sharing food, drink, music, and talk, 
talk, talk! Three to four people shared a dish or 
a bottle of water. 

During our journey we became friendly 
with many people we met on the road. When 
we were told that the mother of a new comrade 
had just passed away,  we even shared gifts: on 
arrival, the U.S. comrades brought some dried 
fish (a specialty from another region of Haiti 
that had been visited) to the mother of one 
comrade and she gave them some casave, a 
specialty from her town, to them on their de-
parture; they also gave books and textbooks 
for the daughter of the friend who drove for us, 
and for another girl in her family.

For the last two days we cooked together, 
struggled with one another on the daily work 
of the Party, strengthening our ideological un-
derstanding of racism, sexism, armed struggle, 
poverty, the class struggle and the prospects 
for building our Party.

In our Party, we want to build lives together 
in free and full solidarity today without any 
form of inequality among our ranks. Join us! 
Long live communism, long live the PLP.J

Attica, Symbol of Working-Class Rebellion

support the professors and students of LIU. 
CUNY students are facing tuition hikes and 
should join the struggle. CUNY professors, 
and especially adjuncts, are facing similar at-
tacks and must show solidarity. Demand that 
our unions rally in solidarity. Rank and file 
members should demand that the New York 
State United Teachers (NYSUT) organize its 
hundreds of thousands of members to come 
to LIU, join the picket lines and shut the cam-
pus down until we win this struggle!

Let’s not forget that as long as the bosses 
still run this capitalist system, they can always 
take back whatever we win in our struggles. 
We need to build solidarity, fight racism and 
sexism, and organize for a better world in the 
future! The Progressive Labor Party (PLP) is 
organizing in over 25 countries against the 
many abuses workers suffer under capital-
ism. These abuses will only end with com-
munist revolution where workers run the 
world. Staff and students at LIU should join 
this worldwide struggle. Join us in the fight 
for communism.J

Haiti: Sketch of 
Comradeship

LIU Prof 
Lockout

Continued from page 1



Immigrant workers strike
Times of India, 8/29 — ADISIYA LABOUR CAMP, SAU-

DI ARABIA — Migrant construction workers, abandoned 
in their thousands by Saudi employers in filthy desert 
camps, say they will not accept a government offer of 
free flights home unless they receive months of unpaid 
wages.

The plight of the workers, stranded for months in…
labor camps with little money and limited access to 
food, water or medical care, has…drawn…attention to 
the conditions of some of the 10 million foreign workers 
on whom the Saudi economy depends….

“We will wait here — one year, two years….for our 
money….” said Sardar Naseer, 35, a Pakistani welder at 
the Qadisya Labor Camp, which houses around 2,000 
workers….

Naseer…is owed…$5,900 after receiving no wages 
for eight months….Workers at the camp…had stopped 
work about four months ago and none had been paid 
since January.

In July, Oger, the family firm of billionaire former 
Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri….stopped provid-
ing food, electricity, maintenance and medical services 
at several of its camps….

[Workers] sleep six to eight to a tiny room, with stray 
cats and cockroaches lingering on torn bedsheets. They 
sit on the floor to eat food rations….

There is no regular supply of clean drinking water — 
a filter on a public water fountain meant to be changed 
daily — has not been serviced in a year so they are 
forced to buy bottled water with their own money.

Saudi Oger, which employs some 30,000 workers, 
has built mega projects including Riyadh’s palatial 500-
room Ritz Carlton hotel….

…As the salary delays have worsened, frustrated 
workers have…staged…public protests….

…The stranded workers [are] mostly from Pakistan, 
India, the Philippines and Bangladesh.

U.S. imperialism source of violence 
in Honduras

NYT, 8/22 — To the Editor: Sonia Nazario’s article 
paints a rosy picture of American aid transforming Hon-
duras….For the people of Honduras, however, American 
power is deadly….

…The negative effects of American project funding: 
fanning divisions in communities and undermining lo-
cal initiatives by creating rival groups….

…American political and economic support serves 
to strengthen the rampant corruption, impunity and 
militarization under way. Death squads thrive; activists 
are targeted for repression; and millions have been si-
phoned from the public health system to the party of 
[the] President….

…The big picture there: American policy will keep 
contributing to the violence consuming the country.

A Catholic nun, Belmont, N.C.

Fascist police stalk, assault, arrest 
those who film

GW, 8/19 — The filming of police killing unarmed Af-
rican Americans has led to a wave of protests across the 
U.S.; one aspect…has received little attention;…harass-
ment and arrest of many…who recorded the killings in 
the first place….

Many…who filmed the most notorious police kill-
ings…have subsequently been stalked and arrested by 
the very police departments they filmed….the death of 
Alton Sterling in Louisiana and Philando Castile in Min-
nesota are only the latest examples….

After Castile’s fiancée, Diamond Reynolds, filmed 
his dying moments…she was cuffed, locked in a police 
car, separated from her child and held in police custody 
for eight hours. “My daughter will be forever scarred by 
what the police did,” she said. “They took me to jail…
didn’t feed us…separated me from my child….[and] 
treated me like a prisoner.”

The owner of the convenience store outside which 
Sterling was killed, Abdullah Muflahi, was also arrest-
ed,…had his cell phone footage confiscated without 
a warrant and was also locked up for four hours in the 
back of a police car….

Chris LeBay…[who] posted the video of Sterling’s 
death…was surrounded by military police at his job the 
next day….handcuffed…[and] placed in leg shackles….
delivered to a local jail, stripped of his clothing,…locked 
in a cell and told he’d have to wait seven days before 
seeing a judge….

The man who filmed the Eric Garner murder, Ram-

sey Orta, accused the NYPD of stalking...and filming him. 
He was eventually arrested multiple times….Two weeks 
after Kevin Moore filmed…the Freddie Gray incident, he 
was arrested while police pointed assault rifles at him 
(no charges were filed). He [said}… “Police sit outside my 
son’s school. And they ride past taunting me with their 
phones up.”

kkkourt costs drive poor into fines, 
jail

NYT, 9/1 — Jacksonville, Fla. — When Dequan Jack-
son…at 13 [was]…charged with banging into a teacher 
while horsing around in a hallway, he pleaded guilty 
with the promise that after one year of successful pro-
bation, the conviction would be reduced to a misde-
meanor.

He worked 40 hours in a food bank….kept to an 8 
p.m. curfew….and kept out of trouble.

But Dequan and his mother…were unable to meet 
one final condition: payment of $200 in court and pub-
lic defender fees….His probation was extended for…14 
more months until they pulled together the money…
when they had trouble finding quarters for the Laundro-
mat….

…It got worse. Duval County, where they live, charg-
es a dollar per day for probation supervision….their un-
paid bill from the Florida Department of Juvenile Jus-
tice’s Cost of Care Recovery Unit: $868.

“You feel like you’re drowning and you’re trying to 
get come air, but people are just pouring more water 
into the pool,” is how Dequan, now a 16-year-old honor 
student…described his despair over…a crushing finan-
cial burden.

Fines, fees and restitution mandates are levied on ju-
venile offenders…in every state….The effects are great-
est on the poor and racial minorities, creating a two-tier 
system of justice….

…These costs are…drawing young people, es-
pecially poor minorities, ever deeper into the maze of 
criminal courts and straining already-fragile families….

If they cannot pay fees, impoverished offenders 
may…spend extra months and years on probation…
[and] may even be incarcerated longer because they 
cannot pay the daily fee for a GPS ankle bracelet….

Non-white offenders owed more on average than 
white offenders at the time their cases were closed….

…The director of the Youth Defender Clinic…in 
Berkeley, Calif.,…discovered that an offender owed 
more than $4,000, including $29 per day for his stay at a 
detention center.

Below are excerpts from mainstream 
newspapers that may be of use for our 
readers. Abbreviations: NYT=New York Times, 
GW=Guardian Weekly,  
LAT=Los Angeles Times

MORE ITEMS AVAILABLE AT WWW.PLP.ORG

N RED EYE ON THE NEWS . . . 
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Phyllis Schlafly, presidential candidate Donald Trump’s 
hero, a leading architect of conservatism in the twentieth 
century died in early September. Schlafly was a committed 
anti-communist, racist, and sexist. But, what she is known 
for the most is her opposition to the Equal Rights Amend-
ment, an amendment to the U.S. Constitution which would 
have banned denial of rights due to sex. Schlafly campaigned 
against the ERA, and won many working women to join the 
fight, arguing a women’s place is in the house with the kids. Of 
course, this denies the reality of the millions of working class 
women who worked. However, it maintained the ruling class 
lie that working was optional for women, and helped them 
keep women’s pay low.

Sexism, like racism, is a necessary part of capitalism. Wom-
en still earn less than men (79 cents to every dollar men earn,) 
and that pay differential leads to tremendous profits for the 
bosses. While the ruling class has allowed some changes for 
women (the right to vote in 1920, the ability to open bank ac-
counts or get a mortgage without a husband’s approval in the 
60s and 70s), these have not changed  the economic reality 
for most working-class women. 

Schlafly helped build the conservative wing of the Repub-
lican party, which brought us the trickle-down economics 
of Ronald Reagan and the consolidated racist politics of the 
party since the 1960s. She helped build a movement to coun-
ter working-class fightback. Schlafly is a clear example how 
ruling-class women are perpetrators of sexist oppression for 
the working class.J

Phyllis Schlafly:  
Good Riddance!

On October 20, 2014, Jason Van Dyke murdered 17 year old Laquan McDonald in front 
of multiple witnesses and on video.  The Chicago Police Department, the Faternal Oorder of 

Police (FOP), and the city covered it up for over a year.  #16SHOTS    #NEVERFORGET  

JOIN PLP RALLY AGAINST RACIST POLICE TERROR & IN MEMORY OF OUR CLASS SISTERS 
AND BROTHERS WHO HAVE BEEN MURDERED AT THE HANDS OF RACIST COPS!

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 20

10:00 am  UNION PARK 

ASHLAND & LAKE 

CHICAGO, IL



The bosses are using the election campaign 
between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump to 
push sexism and divide the working class. Trump’s 
sexism is out in the open. Beyond his crude ver-
bal assaults on women journalists and women 
in general, he created a brutally  poisoned work-
place environment in his family’s real estate em-
pire. He poisoned his office with sexist comments 
and sexual harassment (New York Times, 5/14). 
Trump has used both racism and sexism to build 
his racist movement. Among his favorite targets 
for attack are immigrant women with children 
born in the U.S. (CBS News, 8/19/2015).

But the most damaging sexist in this election 
isn’t Donald Trump. While Hillary Clinton’s sexist 
attacks against working-class women have been 
less exposed by the ruling-class media, they are 
even more brutal. 

A Sexist Since Arkansas
Contrary to the capitalists’ portrayal of Clinton 

as deeply caring about women and children, she 
has been eager to show the bosses she will do 
whatever it takes to keep them in power. A will-
ingness to attack the working class is ultimately 
what the bosses need in their politicians. They 
particularly value the ones who feign compassion 
while they kill. Here is “democracy” under capital-
ism: an electoral choice between one racist, sex-
ist mass murderer and another. This reality can’t 
change until the working class takes power and 
builds a communist society.

Clinton has been proving her worth to the 
bosses since her husband, Bill Clinton, was gover-
nor of Arkansas. In 1983, the Clintons blamed the 
problems of the state’s woefully underfunded and 
racist schools on a low-paid teaching force made 
up mostly of women. The cornerstone of their ed-
ucation reform was a mandated skills test for al-
ready licensed teachers, a sexist device to fail and 
fire large numbers of women. Many Black women 
teachers, in particular, were forced to leave Arkan-
sas. The poor women left behind were essentially 
forced to pay for the state’s public schools. As 
Counterpunch (11/15/2007) noted:

The plan Mrs. Clinton came up with show-
cased teacher testing and funding the schools 
through a sales tax increase, an astoundingly 
regressive proposal since it imposed new costs 
on the poor in a very poor state while sparing 
any levies on big corporations. The plan went 
through. Arkansas’ educational ranking re-
mained abysmal, but Hillary won national atten-
tion as a “realistic Democrat” who could make 
“hard” choices, like taxing welfare mothers. 

Beginning in Arkansas in the 1980s, Clinton 
worked long and hard to gain the favor of Walmart, 
arguably the biggest exploiter of women in the 
U.S. (Today, the company’s U.S. work-
force of 1.4 million includes 815,000 
women, many of them paid poverty 
wages.) Rose Law Firm represented 
Walmart; Clinton spent six years on the 
company’s board of directors. Her ten-
ure coincided with Walmart’s success-
ful effort to smash a union-organizing 
drive, an issue where “she was largely 
silent” in the boardroom (New York 
Times, 5/20/2007). 

In the 1990s, after Bill Clinton was 
elected president, Hillary Clinton took 
a lead role in promoting the admin-
istration’s sexist, racist policies. Many 

are familiar with Clinton’s racist fear-mongering 
about “super-predators” and her enthusiastic pro-
motion of the 1994 crime bill that led directly to 
mass incarceration. Though the great majority of 
the 2 million prisoners in the U.S. are men, women 
have borne much of the Clintons’ attack. Nearly 
one of two Black women in the U.S. has a family 
member in prison. Between 1985 and 2007, the 
incarceration rate for women “increased at nearly 
double the rate of men”  (The Sentencing Project, 
2007).

In 1996, Clinton took her role as lead sexist to 
a new level by helping to assure passage of the 
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act, also known as welfare reform. 
“After having supported her husband’s goal of 
‘ending welfare as we know it,’ Clinton was in-
strumental in [building] up support….This bill…
effectively ended welfare programs designed to 
provide real assistance to women and children in 
desperate need” (Global Research 8/21).

Attacking Women 
Across the Globe

Clinton’s sexist attacks are not limited to 
women workers in the U.S. As Secretary of State 
under Barack Obama, she was instrumental in 
the plan to trigger the genocidal Syrian civil war: 
“When the unrest of the Arab Spring broke out 
in early 2011, the CIA and the anti-Iran front of 
Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey saw an opportu-
nity to topple Assad quickly and thereby to gain 
a geopolitical victory. Clinton became the leading 
proponent of the CIA-led effort at Syrian regime 

change” (Huffington Post, 2/14).
Clinton’s war in Syria has killed 500,000 peo-

ple, about the same number of children starved 
to death in Iraq under her mentor, former Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Albright. Workers trying 
to escape the carnage of U.S. imperialism are in 
Clinton’s sights as well. As Obama’s Secretary of 
State, she engineered the 2009 coup in Honduras 
to install a pro-U.S. government and then insisted 
on the deportation of undocumented children 
fleeing the violence. As she callously explained in 
February at the Democratic Party presidential de-
bate, “We had to send a message to families and 
communities in Central America not to send their 
children.” 

Trump or Clinton, 
Sexism Wins in November

Voting will never end sexism. Whether Clin-
ton or Trump wins in November, the bosses will 
require the new president to continue to push 
their sexist, racist agenda to divide the working 
class. It’s obvious that Trump is mobilizing a mass 
movement to pit white workers against Black, 
Latin and Muslim workers, and to demean and 
dismiss women along the way. Clinton has served 
the bosses in a less openly fascist but even more 
deadly fashion. While pretending to be on the 
workers’ side, she continues to lead the charge 
in the bosses’ anti-woman attacks. Many women, 
and younger women workers and students in par-
ticular, are rejecting her misleadership. They un-
derstand that a boss is a boss—regardless of race, 
religion, or gender.J
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Two Faces of Sexism

LOS ANGELES—Anti-sexist rally following rapist Brock Turner’s release (see more on page 3)


